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FOREWORD 


Veneration  of  ancestors  and  par- 
ents, so  salient  a  characteristic  of 
oriental  races  and  primitive  people  is 
but  an  occasional  incident  in  our 
feverish    occidental    civilization. 

This  memoriam  is  a  tribute  to  a 
humble  pioneer  family  and  its  asso- 
ciates, exiles,  far  from  their  home- 
land and  kindred  who  shared  many 
perils  and  sacrifices  that  helped  to 
make  way  for  our  present  prosperous 
and   sheltered    life. 

A  master  poet  has  written: 

"^"^H,  "°'^  abroad,  another  race  has 
fillea 

Those    prosperous    borders,    wide    the 

wood   recedes, 
And  towns  shoot  up  and  fertile  fields 

are  tilled 
The  land  is  full  of  harvest  and  ereen- 

mead." 

— BRYAInTT. 
As  usual  with  pioneer  people  in  a 
strenuous  struggle  for  life  and  suste- 
nance, their  historj-  is  somewhat  neg- 
lected, passed  along  by  word  of 
mouth  and  scantily  in  written  re- 
cords. 

With  the  pressure  of  increasing 
numbers  and  the  passing  of  the  hos- 
tile Indian  barrier  at  the  west  of  the 
Mohawk  Valley,  the  dispersal  of  the 
Palatine  families  began  after  the  Re- 
volution, gradually  helped  by  easier 
and  quicker  transportation  facilities 
by  the  development  of  water  routes 
and  canals  followed  by  railroads,  and 
now  we  have  the  automobile  and 
aeroplane.  This  has  made  it  easy  for 
people  to  quickly  move  out  of  sight 
and  tracing. 

Then    the    good    old    cusnom    of    re- 


cording in  the  family  Bible  statistics 
of  births,  marriages,  deaths  and  bits 
of  family  history  declined  rapidly  and 
has  now  nearly  ceased,  so  much  his- 
tory has  been  buried  in  the  grave 
with  the  old  timers. 

This  record  is  taken  largely  from 
hitherto  unpublished  family  files  sup- 
plemented by  associated  data  gath- 
ered from  various  sources.  It  is  re- 
gretted that,  aside  from  the  writer's 
direct  line,  so  little  is  available.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  record  may  serve  as 
a  framework  for  additions  and  revi- 
sions by  descendants  who  may  have 
additional   information. 

In   adapting       Palatine     names     to 
English  the  name  Ehle  which     oame 
into  general  use  only  in  the  third  gen- 
eration had  many  variations  in  spell- 
ing and  pronunciation  in  attempts  to 
conform  to  the  pronunciation  "Ale"  of 
the  German.     Among  the  official  pa- 
pers  in   family  files    of   deeds,    agree- 
ments,    receipts,    etc,   these     freakish 
variations  occur  in  the  spelling  of  the 
name  and  usually  do  not  conform   to 
the    signature— Ehel,    Eall,    Oel,    Eell, 
Ehl,  Elily,  Oele,  Ele,  Ael,  Ale,  etc.     In 
such  a  publication  as  the  service  lists 
of  New  York  in  the  Revolution,  due 
to    different    spelling    the    same    man 
has  several  records.    In  the  first  U.  S. 
census    of    1790    all    of   the    Ehls    are 
listed  as  'Ayle'.     Of  the  two  forms  us- 
ed  by   Dominie  Ehl,   the   first   of   the 
family  in  New  York,  "Oel'  is  the  Ger- 
man for  oil  and  Ehle  from  Ehl  is  the 
old  equivalent  of  the  English  "ell"  or 
yard   but  this  word  does  not  conform 
to   the   original   pronunciation.         An- 
other     confusing       item      in      many 
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cases  is  the  variable  recordf  of  birth 
or  agre,  which  are  often  inconsistent. 
due  apparently  to  lapses  of  memory 
unchecked   by  written   records. 

The  habit  of  using  a  repetition  of 
a  few  baptismal  names  in  the  various 
lines  of  a  family  now  causes  uncer- 
tainty in  placing  a  detached  item  in 
the  proper  line. 

In  this  memoir  the  usual  practice 
of  calling  all  the  German  settlers 
"Palatines"  is  followed  and  may  in- 
clude emigrants  from  other  German 
states  than  the  upper  and  lower  Pal- 
atinates. 

The  writer  has  tried  to  make  the 
best  disposal  of  the  data  now  avail- 
able to  him  and  invites  the  help  of 
others  who  may  have  the  Ehle  data. 
To  follow  up  this  ancestry  to  its  con- 
clusion alone  would  involve  much  de- 
lay before   publication. 

For  convenience  and  clarity  the 
Ehle  family  of  the  Mohawk  Valley 
is  treated  in  three  lines  conforming 
to  their  location  in  early  Colonial 
times  in  the  present  towns  of  Pala- 
tine, Canajoharie  and  Minden  of 
Montgomery'  county,  N.  Y.  No  ex- 
tended attempt  has  been  made  to 
trace  the  families  after  the  third  gen- 
eration in  America  or  after  they 
moved  away  from  the  Mohawk  valley. 
That  the  descendants  can  add  to  the 
foundation    now    given. 

CHAPTER    I—   PALATINE    LINE 

Dominie  Johannes  Jacob  Ehl  (P.  I.) 
Colonial  Pastor  and  Missionary  to 
the    Indians. 

In  the  closing  years  of  the  seven- 
teenth centur>-  the  armies  of  Catholic 
Monarchial  France  ravaged  with  fire 
and  sword  the  peaceful  Protestant 
German  Rhineland  States.  The  apol- 
ogy for  these  ruthless  raids  was  made 
that  they  were  punishment  for  aid 
and  shelter  to  Protestant  refugees 
from  the  fratricidal  religioue  wars  of 
France,  but  back  of  that  excuse  was 
the  lust  of  conquest  of  those  fertile 
border  states. 

Unfortunately  at  that  time  those 
small    German   states     were   not   con- 


federated for  imited  resistance  and 
due  to  the  dilatoriness  of  their  co- 
religionisi  nations,  England,  Holland 
and  Prussia,  the  P^-hineland  states, 
alone  were  unequal  to  an  effective 
resistance. 

The  survivors  of  these  ruthless 
raids,  with  the  few  things  they  could 
carr\',  fled  either  overland  to  Prus- 
sia or  down  the  P»hine  to  Holland 
and   on   to   England. 

A  contingent  reason  for  the  eixodus 
of  1709  and  later  years  was  the  at- 
tempt by  the  new  Elector  Palatine,  a 
Catholic  to  coerce  the  Protestants  in- 
to accepting  his  religion.  It  then  be- 
came a  question  of  freedom  of  w^or- 
ship  on  which  the  sturdy  Germans 
would  not  compromise.  The  only 
alternatives  were  death  or  emigra- 
tion. They  chose  the  latter. 

England  received  the  impoverished 
refugees  with  kindness  and  charity, 
then  aided  them  to  establish  new^ 
homes.  The  storj'  of  their  dispersal 
to  Ireland,  the  Carolinas,  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  is  well 
told  in  the  Story  of  the  Palatines. 
These  people  preferred  the  unknown 
risks  of  the  New  World  to  carve  out 
their  own  future  to  again  becoming 
vassals  in  Europe.  Time  has  long 
since  proved  the  wisdom  of  their  de- 
cision and  by  a  queer  twist  of  fate 
the  Palatines  became  participants  in 
founding  a  great  nation  whose  sons 
and  resiources  were  spent  freely  to 
save  Republican  France  from  monar- 
chial Germany  in  the  World  War  of 
1914-19,  thus  reversing  the  events  of 
the  Palatines  exile  and  returning 
good  for   evil. 

The  long  pilgrimage  of  the  Pala- 
tines to  their  Land  of  Promise,  the 
Mohawk  Valley  parallels  in  a  general 
way  that  of  the  Jews  under  Moses  to 
their  Land  of  Promise,  Palestine  and 
like  the  Jews,  the  Palatines  were 
guided  and  sustained  in  the  perils 
and  privations  of  their  exodus  by 
their  ministers   of  the   Gospel. 

Among  these  humble  servants  of 
their  God  and  people  was  Johannes 
Jacob  Ehl,  born  about  1790  of  peace- 
ful   Rhineland    folks    and    tutored    in 
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learning  at  the  grand  old  university 
of  Heidelberg. 

With  his  people  he  went  to  England 
where  in  August,  1722  he  passed  the 
examinations  and  was  ordained  in 
the  ministry  by  John.  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, receiving  two  degreeis  in  a  week. 
The  two  parchment  diplomas  in  Latin 
are  yet  in  the  family  files.  A  photo- 
graph copj-  -with  English  translation 
is  herewith  attached.  The  certifi- 
cation of  the  good  Bishop  leaves 
nothing  lacking  as  a  testimonial  of 
character  and  fitness.  In  the  photo- 
graphic copy  of  his  acceptance  of 
the  Articles  of  Faith  ,and  signatures 
in  the  Registrv'  Book,  Latin  is  used. 
The  two  subscriptions  vary  slightly. 
In  one  Dominie  Ehl  uses  a  Latin 
variation  of  his  name  in  the  signa- 
ture.     English    translations    are: 

August   l'2th,   1722. 

"I,  Johannes  Jacobus  Ehl,  scholar 
admitted  in  to  the  sacred  order  of 
Deacons,  do  sign  today  the  above 
written  articles  and  everything  con- 
tained in  them  iovfully  and  willing- 
ly." 

Johannes    Jacobus    Ehlius. 

August   19,    1722. 

"I,  Johannes  Jacobus  Ehlius.  schol- 
ar admitted  into  the  sacred  order  of 
the  church  sign  here  the  three  above 
written  articles  and  joyfully  and  will- 
ingly sign  everything  contained  in 
them." 

Johannes  Jacobus  Ehle. 

Shortly      after      these      ceremonials 

Dominie  Ehl  went  aboard  the  emi- 
grant ship  on  hiiS  "way  to  New  York. 
Such  voyages  by  these  landsmen  in 
the  small  overcrowded,  poorly  equip- 
ped and  provisioned  sailing  vessel  at 
a  stormy  season  of  the  year  was  so 
trying  that  many  were  sick  and  some 
buried  at  sea.  The  survivors  were  in 
such  wretched  state  on  their  arrival 
in  New  York  harbor,  October  27, 
1722,  that  they  were  ordered  quaran- 
tined. A  medical  survey  showed  no 
infectious  sickness  and  the  emigrants 
were  shortly  allowed  to.  land  to  begin 
their  trip  up  river  in  search  of  homes 
and  their  kinsfolks  who  had  preceded 
them. 

The  experiment  of  using  the  Pal- 
atines in  making  tar  and  naval  stores 
had  failed  because  the  pine  trees 
were  not  the  right  kind.  Some  of  the 


Palatines  elected  to  stay  in  Livingston 
Manor  and  its  vicinity  as  farmers 
but  about  half  of  them  had  moved  to 
Schoharie  where  they  found  good 
farm  land.  Here  again  by  the  con- 
nivance of  politicians  and  land  spec- 
ulators the  Palatines  were  in  trouble. 
To  avoid  exploitation  the  bolder  spir- 
its began  to  migrate  to  the  Mohawk 
Valley  and  down  the  Delaware  Pk.iver 
into  Pennsylvania.  In  1716  the  cen- 
sus  showed   680  persons  in   Schoharie. 

On  his  way  up  the  Hudson  Valley 
Dominie  Ehl  visited  the  early  settle- 
ments and  for  a  time  substituted  for 
the  P.ev'd.  Haeger  at  Sowengen 
(Kingsbury).  He  found  the  people  too 
inipoverished  to  contribute  sufficient- 
ly to  the  church  and  ministn.-  and 
moved  on  to  Albany.  There  he  was 
in  touch  with  Dominie  Petrus  Van 
Drieasen,  who  was  identified  with 
the  Indian  Mission  work  in  the  Mo- 
hawk Valley.  Their  association  was 
to  have  a  great  influence  on  Dominie 
Ehl's   future   life. 

Another  grv^.at  influence  at  Albany 
was  that  he  loved  and  married,  June 
17,  172S  Johanna  Van  Slyck,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Pieter  Willemse  and  Johanna 
Kanz  Barheit  Van  Slyck  of  Kinder- 
hook.  N.  Y.;  a  grandson  of  Pieter  Van 
Slyck  who  came  to  America  about 
1G30  and  settled  near  Beverw^ck.  He 
probably  was  a  brother  of  Cornelius 
Antonisse  Van  Slyck,  'Brer'  Cornelius 
the  Indian  trader,  who  married  Osh- 
tock.  the  half  breed  daughter  of  the 
Frenchman  Hartell  and  a  Mohawk 
woman. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Domi- 
nie Ehl  and  his  bride  started  up  the 
Mohav/k  river  by  canoe  to  the  land- 
ing for  the  overland  travel  and  along 
it  to  their  new  home  and  his  pas- 
torate   at   Schoharie. 

In  addition  to  his  church  work  at 
Schoharie,  his  duties  took  him  over 
to  the  Palatines  along  the  Mohawk 
river  and  at  Stone  Arabia.  At  the 
latter  place  he  founded  a  church  and 
was. its  first  pastor.  He  held  services 
also  at  the  'Falls'  (now  Little  Falls. 
N.  Y.)  and  his  duties  included  mis- 
sion work  to  the  Mohawk,  Oneida 
and   Tuscorora  Indians  with  visits   to 
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their  ^^llages  on  hie  circuit.  Later, 
with  his  patron,  Pelnis  Van  Driessen 
he  established  the  miBsion  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mohawk  river,  at  the 
ford  opposite  the  Middle  Moha'wk 
Castle  of  Tarjioris.  To  this  place, 
now  in  Nelliston,  N.  Y.  he  moved  his 
home  BiS  a  more  central  location  for 
his  work,  although  for  a  time  con- 
tinuing pastoral  work  at  Schoharie. 
Like  many  pastors  in  a  new  country' 
with  scant  and  scattered  population, 
his  duties  were  those  of  a  circuit  rid- 
er— not  often  however  on  horseback. 
but  on  foot  and  by  canoe.  Church  or 
naission  service  followed  his  arrival, 
with  the  usual  crop  of  children  to 
baptize  and  young  folks  to  marrj-. 
These  trips  out  along  the  forest 
trails  and  by  canoe,  in  all  kinds  of 
■weather  were  very  trj'ing  and  gave 
him  but  a  scant  living  eked  out  by 
small  contributions  by  the  settlers 
and  his  salary-  or  gratviities  from  the 
Society  for  the  Propogation  of  the 
Gospel  in  London.  Along  -wnth  many 
self-sacrificing  missionaries  he  had 
the  spiritual  satisfaction  of  his  w^ork 
as  a  disciple  of  Christ  fulfilling  his 
mandate  to  carry  the  gospel  to  the 
heathen,  which  has  been  the  incentive 
to  so  much  self-sacrifice  alike  by  Pro- 
testant. Catholic  and  Jewish  mission- 
aries  in  manj-  countries. 

The  Mission  of  the  Mohawks  was 
established  in  accordance  with  the 
authorization  in  172S  by  William  Bur- 
nett, Colonial  Governor  to  Petrus 
Va.n    Driessen. 

•  "'V^Tiereas  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Petrus  Van  Driessen  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Albany  having  presented  to 
me  the  necessity  of  erecting  and 
building  a  public  meeting  house 
for  the  Indians  in  the  Mohawk 
country-  in  the  County  of  Albany 
in  order  for  the  more  commodi- 
ous and  frequent  assembling  of 
themselves  together  for  the  sol- 
emn worship  of  God.  which 
might  be  a  means  of  bringing  ov- 
er, as  well,  the  Indians  there,  as 
those  in  ye  adjacent  parts,  to  ye 
knowledge  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion: and  has  therefore  made  ap- 
plication   to    me    for    my    lycence, 


and  for  that  purpose  now,  for  the 
furtherance  of  which  desigrn,  I 
do,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and 
authoritys  unto  me  granted  by 
virtue  of  his  Majestj-'s  letters 
patent  under  the  grreat  seaJ  of 
Great  Britain,  give  and  grant  un- 
to the  said  Petrus  Van  Driessen 
full  power,  liberty,  leave  and  ly- 
cense  to  erect  and  build  a  meet- 
ing house  for  the  Indians  in  the 
Mohawk  countrj-.  in  order  to  the 
assembling  of  themselves  together 
for  ye  solemn  worship  of  God 
and  that  in  any  part  of  the  lands 
to  them  belonging,  as  shall  be 
found  most  convenient  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid." 

A  temporary'  log  house  mission  was 
first  erected  followed  in  1727-2S  bj-  a 
single  siorj-  rubble  masonrj-  building 
of  flat  field  stones,  roofed  with  hewn 
pine  rafters  and  split  shingles.  A  door 
and  window  with  shutters  were  at 
each  side.  This  hall  in  which  the 
servicer  were  held,  had  a  tamped 
earth  floor.  The  family  at  first  lived 
in  a  log  house.  Their  nearest  white 
neighbors  was  the  family  of  Harman- 
us  Van  Slyck,  vrho  lived  a  short  dis- 
tance down  stream.  He  was  killed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  battle  of  Oris- 
kany  in  1777. 

In  1752  Dominie  Kill's  son  built  the 
house  addition  to  the  mission  and  his 
initials,  P.  E.  1752,  are  in  the  round 
recess  in  the  south  gable  end.  This 
storj-  and  a  half  building  was  of  sim- 
ilar construction  to  the  mission  in 
its  walls  ajid  roof,  but  had  two  floors 
and  a  cellar.  Under  the  eaves  and 
at  the  sides  of  the  doors  and  windows 
on  each  side  w^ere  the  loopholes  for 
gun  fire.  The  brick  for  the  chim- 
neys and  the  finishing  lumber  was 
brought   from    Schenectady. 

Not  forgetting  his  civil  obligations 
and  in  conformance  with  the  law 
Dominie  Ehle  took  the  citizenship 
oath  at  Albany  October  14,  1732,  In 
1732  he  bought  the  land  of  Lot  1,  Har- 
rison Patent  at  the  mission  from  Phil- 
ip Schuyler  that  ever  since  has  been 
the  Ehle  homestead.  The  easterly 
100  acres  was  sold  to  George  Eacker. 
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Following  the  home  building  the 
clearing  was  gradually  carved  out  of 
the  forest  and  along  the  river  flats 
for  farming.  This  opened  up  the 
view  across  the  valley.  The  house 
stands  on  a  slight  elevation  above  the 
river  flats  so  that  the  Indian  canoes 
on  the  river  and  later  the  barges  of 
the  settlers  could  be  seen  as  thej* 
passed. 

On  the  river  trail  in  front  of  the 
mission,  the  Indians  traveled  back 
and  forth  to  trade  or  for  conferences 
with  the  officials  at  Albany  or  Sir 
William  Johnson,  the  Indian  agent. 
Westward  the  settlers  passed  in 
search  of  homes  or  eastward  to  trade 
at  Schenectady  or  Albany.  By  the 
ford  across  the  river  and  through  the 
clearing  settlers  and  Indians  passed 
to  Stone  Arabia  and  beyond,  or  across 
the  river  and  down  stream  to  Scho- 
harie or  by  the  Otsquago  trail  to  the 
Susquehanna  country.  Over  on  the 
hill  in  front  were  the  bark  huts  of 
the  Mohawk  village  with  camp  fires 
smoking  by  day  and  twinkling  like 
fireflies  at  night.  Out  of  the  sur- 
rounding forest  strode  the  hunter,  red 
and  white  with  his  kill,  stopping  to 
look  at  th«  home  and  children.  Some- 
times, that  great  man  of  the  valley, 
Sir  William  Johnson  passed  on  his 
way  to  conferences  with  the  western 
Indians  or  marched  his  farmer  mili- 
tia and  Indians  to  the  French  and 
Indian  wars.  Those  were  great  days 
for  the  I>ominie  and  his  family  when 
his  genial  patron  stopped  for  greeting 
or  refreshments. 

The  kindly  Dominie  won  the  good 
w^ill  of  the  Indians  by  his  ministra- 
tions and  on  their  arrival  the  Mission 
and  the  basement  were  their  quar- 
ters, with  their  campfires  in  the 
clearing  out  in  front.  The  saying 
that  the  Indian  never  forgets  a 
kindness  did  not  fail.  No  war  dan- 
ger ever  reached  that  famil3'  or  house 
while  they  w^ere  on  guard.  The  fam- 
ily passed  in  time  but  the  house 
staid  on  until  vandals  of  the  present 
days  began  to  wreck  it  in  times  of 
peace,  searching  for  relics  or  treas- 
ures. 

That    the    local       Indians,    the    Mo- 


hawks guarded  well  their  mission- 
ary, his  family  and  home  was 
shovTi  both  in  the  French-Indian 
wars  and  the  Revolution.  When  the 
Mohawks  were  strong  enough  no  foe- 
man  could  reach  the  Mission  and 
when  the  French-Indian  raids  were 
on  that  thej'  could  not  resist,  their 
warning  came  in  the  night  to  flee.  In 
the  Revolution  the  Mohavrks  were 
largely  outnumbered  by  the  Senecas, 
Cayugas,  Onondagas  and  other  fierce 
western  tribes  over  whom  they  had 
but  limited  control.  Again  they  warn- 
ed Dominie  Ehl's  family  when  it  was 
too  dangerous  at  their  home  for 
their  protection:  The  family  would 
then  cross  to  the  island  at  the  ford 
at  night  and  with  their  canoes  paxidle 
downstream  to  their  kinsfolks  at  Al- 
bany and  safety.  The  house  was  al- 
ways unharmed  when  thej-  returned, 
once   after  an  interval  of  t^'o  years. 

In  the  urgent  haste  of  one  of  those 
flights,  the  family  silver  and  heir- 
looms were  taken  out  in  the  darkness 
by  the  cellar  way  and  buried  in  the 
forest  a  short  distance  away.  No 
lights  could  be  used  and  in  the  haste 
and  anxiety  the  hiding  place  was  not 
well  located.  This  could  not  be 
found  when  the  family  returned  and 
has  not  to  this  day,  in  spite  of  many 
searches  by  the  family  and  treasure 
hunters,  the  latter  often  using  divin- 
ing rods,  incantations  and  what  not. 

Possibly  some  watcner  may  have 
seen  the  tre.asure  buried  and  secured 
it 

In  times  of  peace  the  settler  cleared 
the  land,  made  their  homes,  planted 
their  crops  and  raised  their  families. 
Shutting  them  in  on  the  north  and 
west  was  ever  the  menace  of  their 
old  French  persecutors  in  the  Palatin- 
ate with  the  addition  of  Indian  allies, 
eager  for  any  opportunity  to  ravage 
the  Mohawk  valley  settlements  in 
ruthless  raids. 

Then  the  chill  of  terror  was  felt 
alike  by  Palatine  and  Iroquois.  The 
hatchet  and  scalping  knife  would 
spare  but  few  captives  and  those 
often  reserved  for  torture  worse  than 
death.      The   torch   completed   the   de- 
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struction  of  homes  els  the  nights 
flamed  red.  Those  ■v^ere  dread  days 
for  women  axid  children.  Those  who 
escaped  fled  to  palisaded  houses  call- 
ed forts  or  to  hiding  places  in  the 
forests.  The  men  fought  or  stood 
guard  until  the  raiders  took  the  back 
trail  to  Canada  with  their  captives, 
as  occurred  in  the  raid  on  German 
Flatts  in  1758.  Such  times  for  the 
Palatines  awoke  the  sad  memories  of 
the  rapine  along  the  Rhine  from  Co- 
logne upstream  to  Phillpsburg  in 
their  homeland. 

Again  they  sturdily  faced  the  fu- 
ture, closed  up  their  ranks  left  by  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  rebuilt  their 
homes  and  tilled  their  fields.  The 
dominant  characteristics  of  the  Pala- 
tines, obstinancj'  and  courage  would 
not  to  be  denied,  as  witness  their  be- 
haviour on  that  dread  day  of  Oris- 
kany  when  all  seemed  lost  and  death 
to  aJl  was  at  hand. 

To  Dominie  Ehl  those  days  of  hor- 
ror were  only  more  in  a  lifetime  of 
many  like  happenings  when  his  min- 
istrations were  most  necessarj*.  Kis 
the  duty  to  console  the  bereaved,  to 
cheer  them  with  the  gospel's  messag- 
es of  hope  and  to  bur>'  the  dead.  Hi£ 
family  was  not  entirely  free  from  be- 
reavement as  his  nephew  John  Ehle, 
the  trader  and  Clock  were  slain  and 
scalped  at  the  German  Flatts  raid  in 
1758.  He  had  barely  escaped  a  like 
fate  two  years  earlier  at  the  carrying 
place  between  the  Mohawk  River  and 
Woods  Creek. 

In  1758  Dominie  Ehl  who  had 
reached  the  Bibhcal  age  limit  of 
three  score  and  ten,  was  yet  in  har- 
ness. Time  was  however  slowing  his 
pace  but  not  his  will  to  serve.  His 
circuit  trips  were  fewer  with  the 
passing  years,  until  his  services  were 
hmited  to  the  Mission.  Others  as  zeal- 
ous coworkers  shared  in  the  local 
pastoral  work  of  the  valley,  the  Rev- 
erends Rosecrans,  Schuyler,  Wemig, 
Luppe,   Gros,   Weiss,  Pick   and   Wack. 

Time  cannot  be  denied  and  as  the 
old  Dominie  lived  on  at  the  Mission 
he  brooded  over  the  rapidly  develop- 
ing peril  in  the  increasing  friction  of 


the  colonists  with  Great  Britain,  due 
to  excessive  and  unpopular  taxation 
and  denial  of  home  rule.  Domonie 
Ehl's  patron,  that  great  man  of  the 
valley,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  had  greater 
worries  over  the  oncoming  peril  that 
meant  fratricidal  strife  and  collapsed 
under  its  burden  in  July  1774,  thus 
escaping  the  anguish  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Tne  control  of  the  Indians  then 
pELSsed  into  less  capable  and  unscrup- 
ulous hands  with  the  now  well  known 
awful    results. 

Dominie  Ehl  was  85  w^hen  the  fra- 
tricidal war  began,  exceeding  in  its 
horrors  all  in  his  long  experience. 
Families,  kindred  and  neighbors  were 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  ruth- 
less strife.  Nearly  700  able  bodied 
men  went  as  P^oyalists  to  Canada,  or 
about  one  -third  in  the  valley  of 
those  fit  for  military'  service,  many 
to  return  -with  the  Indians  under 
Johnson,  Butler  and  their  like  in 
ruthless  raids  on  their  kin  and 
neighbors.  All  attempts,  by  the  Col- 
onists, to  keep  the  Indians  neutral, 
failed  before  the  lure  of  bribes  and 
British  scalp  bounty.  The  great  Pitt, 
Earl  of  Chatham,  and  his  followers, 
the  best  of  Englishmen  stood  bravely 
out  against  such  a  savage  policy  and 
went  down  to  defeat  in  the  British 
parliament.  Many  British  officers 
and  soldiers  openlj-  disobeyed  and 
scorned  such  a  ghastly  policy  recog- 
nizing it  as  their  greatest  handicap. 
Murder  and  scalping  of  w^omen  and 
children  was  generally  limited  to  the 
partisan  Tory  and  Indian  raids.  Some 
instances  of  hideousness  were  not 
lacking  on  the  side  of  the  Colonists, 
as  told  in  'A  Centurj-  of  Dishonor'  by 
Helen  Hunt  Jackson.  Fratricidal 
wars  are  the  most  cruel,  but  there  are 
always  outcasts  and  criminals  in  all 
nations,  even  in  times  of  peace, 
bo  transgress  all  moral  and  social 
law^s. 

Again  Dominie  Ehl's  family  and  the 
Mission  were  spared.  At  87  he  lived 
to  hear  of  Oriskany's  bloody  day,  to 
mourn  the  bloody  toll  of  life  taken 
from  his  people,  and  to  brood  over 
the  unknown  outcome  of  their  sacri- 
fices.    Estimates  of  the  loss  to   Try- 
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on  county  are  two-thirds  of  the  peo- 
ple lost;  and  of  the  remainder  380 
•were  widowE  and  2,000  fatherless 
children,  seven  hundred  buildings  had 
been  burnt  and  12,000  farms  laid  idle. 
Death  was  kind  when  he  canrie  for 
the  old  Dominie  and  with  the  burden 
of  92  years  he  passed  peacefully  to 
rest.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  Frey 
burial  place  near  the  present  Pala- 
tine Bridge,  N.  Y. 

He,  like  another  minister  of  his 
people  in  the  exodus  from  Egypt  and 
Pharoah,  when  almost  at  the  goal, 
was  denied  entry  with  them  to  the 
realization  of  their  hopes — freedom 
of  religion  and  government  and  peace. 

Some  reminiscences  of  Dominie 
Ehl  survive  along  with  the  informa- 
tion in  documents  and  his  report  let- 
ters between  1724  and  1770  to  the  so- 
ciety for  the  Propogation  of  the  Gk>s- 
pel.  The  letters,  however,  give  limited 
personal  items  and  treat  chiefly  of 
his  work  as  a  missionary  and  colonial 
pastor,  of  inadequate  financial  sup- 
port, the  terrors  of  the  French  and 
Indian  raids  and  the  discouraging  re- 
sponse of  the  Indians  to  Christian 
teaching.  As  an  illustration  of  parsi- 
mony in  supporting  the  Colonial  pas- 
tors 30  pounds  local  money,  about  75 
dollars,  was  the  annual  fee.  Simms 
quotes  one  dollar  fee  for  a  marriage 
service  and  gives  an  anecdote  of  a 
groom  paying  but  fifty  cents  to  a  pas- 
tor w^ho  had  to  w^alk  five  miles  each 
way  for  the  ceremony.  A  worse  ex- 
perience befell  Dominie  Ehl  after  a 
similar  long  jaunt  out  on  the  Otsqua- 
go  trail  for  a  wedding.  The  cere- 
mony was  followed  by  refreshments 
and  jollification,  then  the  happy 
groom  approached  the  Dominie,  who 
was  preparing  to  leave,  and  asked 
about  the  amount  of  his  fee.  As  us- 
ual with  pastors  he  replied  that  was 
left  to  the  generosity  of  the  groom; 
"All  right,"  8hout<=d  the  happy  man, 
the  Dominie  is  a  fine  fellow,  give 
him  another  glass  of  cider."  The 
Dominie's  reply  is  lost  to  history.  An- 
other interesting  ceremony  was  of- 
ficiating at  one  of  the  marriages  of 
Brant,  a  protege  of  Sir  William 
Johnson,   who  later   became  the  not- 


ed war  chief  of  the  Iroquois  and  the 
scourge   of  the  Valley. 

Disappomtment  al.  the  results  of 
the  Indian  mission  work  was  general 
and  could  not  have  been  otherwise 
as  subsequent  events  showed.  The 
missionaries  in  their  zeaJ  attempted 
to  rush  the  Indians  into  a  worship 
they  could  not  understand  after  cen- 
turies of  savage  life,  worship  and 
customs.  The  Indians'  reverence  was 
to  a  God  of  nature  whom  he  saw  all 
around  him.  A  conception  of  an  un- 
seen God  and  the  Holy  Trinity  was 
beyond  his  mentality.  His  religion 
was  one  with  ceremonial  feasts  and 
dances  for  favors  from  God  or  to 
propitiate  and  ward  off  evil.  Becaiase 
of  those  ceremonials  some  of  the  few 
services  of  the  Christian  religion,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  Catholic  church, 
aroused  in  him  a  transient  interest. 
The  Jesuits  had  for  a  time  a  notice- 
able measure  of  success,  due  to  this 
and  their  unparalleled  energj-  and 
sacrifices.  That  waned  when  the 
Jesuits   w^ere   banished   or  withdrawn. 

The  advent  of  the  white  man  with 
his  new  vices  and  diseases  was  the 
doom  of  the  Indian  without  regard  to 
the  question  of  religion.  The  Indians 
had  never  known  small  pox,  measles, 
typhoid  and  venereal  diseases  brought 
by  the  white  man.  Those  diseases 
would  not  yield  to  the  incantation  of 
the  medicine  man,  and,  with  no  com- 
petent doctors  available,  the  Indians 
died  like  flies  when  afflicted  by  those 
contagious    epidemics. 

The  Indians'  moral  code  and  gov- 
ernment avoided  the  dangers  of 
greed  by  a  communal  life.  Like  the 
ancient  Greeks  they  cultivated 
strength,  braver>'  and  endurance. 
They  did  not,  like  the  white  man,  lust 
for  riches  in  land  and  valuables.  But 
the  settler  took  their  land  and  depriv- 
ed them  of  their  hunting  grounds 
and  subsistance  in  game  and  the 
trader  took  their  furs  and  other  pos- 
sessions. Both  often  drove  a  sharp 
bargain  by  befuddling  the  Indians 
with  liquors.  The  Indian  had  not 
known  liquor  and  he  was  absolutely 
helpless  against  his  appetite,  as  long 
as  he  could  obtain  liquor  by  any  sac- 
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rifice.  Among  the  many  appeals  by 
the  Indian  chiefs  against  hquor  none 
is  more  t\T3ical  than  that  of  King 
Hendrick  of  the  Mohawks  at  the  Co- 
kinial  convention  at  Albany  in  1754. 
"Brethren,  here  is  £m  affair  about 
which  our  hearts  tremble  and  our 
minds  are  greatly  concerned.  We  re- 
fer to  the  practice  of  selling  rum  in 
our  castles.  It  destroys  many,  both 
old  and  young.  We  are  in  great  fear 
about  the  rum.  It  may  cause  mur- 
der on  both  sides.  We,  the  Mohawks, 
of  both  castles  request  that  the  peo- 
ple who  are  settled  about  us  may 
not  be  suffered  to  sell  our  people 
rum.  It  destroys  virtue  and  the 
progress  of  religion  among  us."  All 
their  pleas,  those  of  their  friend  and 
agent  Sir  William  Johnson,  Dominie 
Ehl  and  associated  pastors,  backed 
by  the  Colonial  government  were  as 
futile  against  liquor  as  the  present 
efforts  backed  by  all  the  resources 
of  the  United  States  government.  In 
■  Canada  liquor  ajid  the  Indians  were 
handled  far  better  due  largely  to  bet- 
ter conditions,  a  higher  and  more 
homogeneous  average  grade  of  citi- 
zens, better  law  enforcement  and 
more    respect    for   their   laws. 

Another  adverse  influence  against 
the  Indians'  acceptance  of  the  white 
man's  religion  was  the  result  of  their 
inborn  habit  of  taking  any  white  man 
«e  tNTiical  and  responsible  for  his 
race  and  religion  and  the  Indians 
found   some  very  poor  exhibits. 

These  inherent  causes  ajid  the  de- 
feat of  the  Indians  along  with  the 
British  led  to  the  Indians  moral,  phy- 
sical and  social  decline  as  they  were 
forced  from  their  homeland  and 
that  no  religion  could  have  averted. 

Of  the  oiQ  associauons  only  the 
Mission  lingers  on.  Gone  are  the 
great  forests  before  the  woodsman's 
axe.  Across  on  the  river  hills  the 
bark  huts  of  the  Indian  village  disap- 
peared long  ago  and  in  their  place 
stands  out  the  residences,  spires  and 
factories  of  a  white  man's  village. 
Fort  Plain.  Out  on  the  once  care-free 
crj'stal  Mohawk,  no  longer  the  Indian 
paddles  his  canoe,  but  on  a  sewer 
river,   shackled    by  civil   engineers    in 


a  series  of  pools  are  the  power  driv- 
en barges  of  the  white  man's  great 
commerce.  Along  on  the  river  trail 
where  the  red  man  once  strode  with 
noiseless  moccasined  feet,  white 
men  now  drive  the  roaring  giant  lo- 
comotives with  their  great  trains  on  a 
four  track  ironway.  High  overhead 
the  noiseless  flight  of  pigeons  no 
longer  darkens  the  sun  but  the  motor- 
plane  of  the  man  bird  roars  as  it 
saws  the  air.  Progress  was  inevitable 
but  it  was  not  always  kind.  Such  has 
been  material  progress  but  has  the 
development  of  character,  morsds  and 
virtue  kept  pace  or  declined?  Let 
the  reader  study  the  abnormally  high 
criminal  statistics  of  the  United 
States  and  then  judge  for  himsellf. 

The  lifework  of  Dominie  Ehl  was 
his  efforts  for  the  spiritual  uplift  of 
a  future  great  people  in  their  infancy 
and  sho^wing  the  way  in  religion  and 
culture  to  a  primitive  savage  people. 
The  church  he  founded  at  Stone  Ara- 
bia in  1723  in  a  log  cabin,  lives  on  in 
the  stone  church  of  1788  that  suc- 
ceeded the  frame  church  of  1733, 
burnt  by  Sir  John  Johnson  Oct.  19. 
At  Palatine  church  the  church 
he  founded  in  1729  in  a  log  cabin  car- 
ries on  in  the  stone  church  of  1770 
that  is  one  of  the  outstanding  monu- 
ments of  the  old  times  in  the  valley. 
At  Schoharie,  Indian  Castle  and  Little 
Falls  the  churches  he  founded  carry 
on.  From  these  foci  of  his  religious 
teaching,  his  influence  radiated  and 
was  spread  with  the  descendants  of 
the  pioneers  as  they  founded  new 
homes  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  beyond.  The  influence  of 
his  missionary  w^ork  with  the  Indian 
tribes  went  with  them  in  their  ban- 
ishment to  the  west  and  Canada, 
helping  them  or.  their  w^ay  to  civiliza- 
tion and  betterment.  Thus  the  hum- 
ble self-sacrificing  pioneer  pastor's 
foundation  work  carried  on  not  only 
for  his  people  and  children  but  lives 
in  the  betterment  of  the  generations 
long  after  his  death. 

Van    Driessen-Ehl    Land    Grant 

Here  is  the  appreciation  of  the  Mo- 
hawk  nation   of   two   of  the   pioneers 
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in    their   grant   of  land,    May   9,    1732 
(2  V). 

"To  and  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  love,  good  will  and  affection 
which  we  have  and  bear  for  the 
Revd's.  PetruE  Van  Driessen  ajid 
Johannes  Ehl,  etc."  This  grant  of 
approximately  two  thousand  acres, 
was  subject  as  usual  to  the  approval 
of  the  colonial  government,  to  whom 
a  petition  was  made  Sept.  9,  1732.  As 
usual  this  was  referred  by  the  Grov- 
emor  to  the  Board  of  Land  Commis- 
sioners, who  issued  an  order  of  sur- 
vey Oct.  23,  1732,  followed  by  their 
report  Oct.  26,  1733.  This  grant  of 
land  by  the  Indians  joined  the  Harri- 
son patent  at  its  up-stream  limit  and 
extended  one  and  a  half  miles  up- 
stream and  two  and  a  half  miles 
back  from  the  river,  and  it  had 
to  be  surveyed  to  avoid  conflicts 
with  prior  rights.  It  included  the 
mouth  and  lower  part  of  East  Cana- 
da Creek,  and  the  present  Beardslee 
farm.  At  its  north  was  located  the 
Snell-Timmerman  patent  of  1755, 
based  on  the  Indian  grants  to  the 
Timsmermans  and  to  the  Snells  of  1734. 

Dominie    Ehl's    Family 

Ehl's  family  Bible  was  taken  by 
•one  of  the  daughters  in  the  division 
of  estate  and  its  final  disposal  un- 
known, so  that  now  the  details  of 
Dominie  Ehl's  family;  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  cannot  be  definitely 
given.  In  one  of  his  letters  he 
states  that  his  family  consisted  of 
his  wife,  three  daughters  and  an  only 
son.  The  daughters  were  Elizabeth, 
Magdalen  and  another  name  now  un- 
available and  the  sion,  Petrus.  Three 
of  them  including  the  son  were  bom 
prior   to   1730. 

The  information  in  regard  to  two 
cousins  named  Elizabeth  Ehl  is  not 
definite  enough  to  determine  which 
Johajines  Ehl  was  their  father.  The 
following  adjustment  is  the  best  pos- 
sible with  the  present  data. 

Elizabeth  Ehl  (p  2)  and  John  Tice 
were  married  Sept  9,  1761.  He  had 
lived  axnong  the  Mohawks  in  the  val- 
ley   and    probably    yr^^    of    the    same 


English  lineage  as  Guilbert  Tice,  the 
first  hotel  man  of  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 
As  Captain  John  Tice  he  accompanied 
Brant  the  Mohawk  chief  to  England 
and  later  appears  to  have  returned 
to  the  Mohawk  valley  as  a  resident 
and  his  name  is  in  the  Revolution 
list   of   Tryon   county. 

The  other  Elizabeth  Ehl  Is  noted 
under  the  Minden  line. 

Magdalen  Ehl  (p.  2)  is  noted  as  one 
of  the  sponsors  of  Johannes  Dillen- 
beck  at  his  baptism  at  Stone  Arabia 
in  1747. 

Little  information  now  is  available 
about  the  third  daughter.  According 
to  one  of  Dominie  Ehl's  letters  his 
son-in-law  was  of  German  lineage, 
had  been  a  sergeant  of  colonial  mili- 
tia, where  he  had  learned  bad  habits 
that  got  the  sheriff  after  him  and  the 
Dominie  had  to  pay  a  fine  out  of 
his  slim  purse  to  keep  his  son-in-law 
out  of  confinement. 

The  only  son,  Petrus  Ehle,  (p  2) 
named  for  the  Dominie's  patron.  Pe- 
trus Van  Driessen,  but  more  often 
known  as  Peter  was  born  at  Scho- 
harie and  grew  up  in  the  pioneer 
life  at  the  Mission.  At  manhood  he 
was  a  farmer  of  the  homestead,  ex- 
tending the  clearing  and  tilling  the 
soil.  In  1752  he  built  the  stone  resi- 
dence addition  to  the  mission  as 
heretofore  noted.  He  married  Nov. 
19,  1762  Mary  Magdalen  Douw  1744- 
1821,  descendant  of  Volkert  Janse 
Douw  ajid  Dorothe  Janse  Van  Breer- 
stede,  pioneer  emigrants  of  1638  from 
Friedrichstaad,    Holland. 

Along  with  farmmg  Petrus  did 
trucking  for  himaelf  and  others  on 
the  river  trail  between  Schenectady 
and  Albany  and  the  Falls,  now  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.  One  of  his   bills  reads: 

"His  Majesty  King  George  the  Sec- 
ond to  Petrus  Ehle,  Dr. 

•'In  the  year  1760,  the  ninth  day  of 
June  last,  then  being  impressed  in 
his  Majesty's  service  with  two  hors- 
es head  and  driver  carrying  stores 
across  the  Little  Falls  on  the  Mo- 
hawk river  and  continued  in  said 
service    sixteen    days." 

This  was  sworn  to  before  Renier 
Mvnderae,     Justice     at     Schenectady. 
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county  of  Albany,  28th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1760  and  is  signed  Peter  Ehl. 
Along  with  other  farmers  Petrus 
Ehl  was  a  soldier  in  the  colonial  mi- 
litia called  out  by  Sir  William  John- 
son for  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
as  a  private,  and  then  Lieutenant  of 
Captain  Harmanus  Van  Slyck's  com- 
pany of  Col.  Claus'  regiment.  His 
commission,  signed  by  Governor  Trj-- 
on  is  in  the  famiily  files.  In  the  P^e- 
volution  he  served  as  a  private  in 
Captain  Helmer's  company  of  the  2nd 
Tr\-on  Co.  militia.  Colonel  Klock  com- 
manding. His  old  flintlock  with  bay- 
onet and  car\'ed  powder  horn,  which, 
were  in  the  Saratoga  campaign  hang 
on  the  home  library  wall.  The  death 
notice  of  Petrus  Ehl  is  in  the  Sand 
Hill  church  records  as  Sept.  22nd, 
1807;  aged  84  years.  3  months  and  — 
days  and  that  of  his  wife,  February- 
1821,  aged  77  years,  1  month  and  no 
days.  They  are  buried  in  the  home- 
stead cemetery  on  the  hill  at  the  east 
side  of  the  turnpike  near  the  Dygert 
road. 

As  an  incident  of  his  times  and 
the  old  homstead,  the  battle  of  Stone 
Arabia  took  place  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  easterly  part  of  the  farm 
that  William  Ehl  (C2;,  a  cousin,  farm- 
ed. At  the  alarm  of  the  battle  he 
loaded  his  family  into  the  farm  wa- 
gon and  rushed  them  out  in  the  for- 
est to  hide.  After  the  defeat  of  Col. 
Brown's  little  army,  Sir  John  John- 
son and  his  raiders  passed  about  a 
mile  farther  east,  near  Fort  Keyser 
on  their  way  to  Stone  Arabia.  Wil- 
liam Ehl  and  George  Backer.  his 
neighbor,  aided  in  gathering  and 
burying  the  dead  and  brought  some 
still  alive  but  dying  to  Ehl's  house. 
Later  the  local  stories  said  the  house 
was  haunted  by  the  shrieks  and 
moans  of  the  dying.  An  anecdote  of 
the  battle  was  that  Col.  Brown  was 
shot  out  of  a  small  tree  that  he  had 
climbed   to  look  for  the   enemy. 

The  survivors  of  Col.  Brown's  men 
including  Peter  Dygert.  a  neighbor's 
son,  fled  to  Ehl's  Ford  where  Gen- 
eral Van  Pwcnsselaer's  patriot  army 
was  coming  up  the  trail  on  the  right 
bank    of    the    river.      In    spite    of    ur- 


gent pleas  to  cross  and  save  the  set- 
tlers at  Stone  Arabia,  Van  E,ensse- 
later  refused  and  went  on  and 
spent  the  night  at  Fort  Plain.  The 
army  crossed  at  the  ford  in  the 
morning,  caught  up  with  Johnson's 
army  late  in  the  afternoon  at 
Klock's  Field  and  w^ere  defeating 
them  when  at  nightfall  Van  Rensse- 
laer let  them  escape  by  withdrawing 
his  army  to  camp  down  stream  near- 
ly 3  miles  at  Palatine  Church.  For 
his  blunders  General  Van  P^ensselaer 
was  tried  by  court  martial  and  acquit- 
ted. A  familj''  storj-  was  to  the  ef- 
fect that  when  Van  Rensselaer's  ar- 
my crossed  the  river  a  letter  address- 
ed to  him  was  found  by  the  scouts 
in  the  trail,  stuck  in  a  split  stick  and 
it  was  surmised  that  it  was  from 
Johnson.  Those  men  had  known 
each  other  at  Albany  before  the  war 
and  this  letter  was  rumored  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  Johnson's  escape. 
Probably  however.  Van  Rensselaer's 
bungling  and  dilatoriness  were  but 
the  mistakes  of  an  incompetent  and 
untrained  citizen  put  in  charge  of 
an  army,  because  of  social  and  po- 
litical standing  as  happened  in  the 
Revolution.  A  critic  has  said  wise- 
ly "War  is  a  costly  game  of  mistakes 
in  which  the  victor  makes  fewer 
than   the   va,uquisne<i." 

Military  service  in  the  valley  mili- 
tia was  casual  and  transient.  Settlers 
were  subject  to  call  in  emergencies 
and  might  be  in  service  a  few  days, 
weeks  or  months.  Returning  from 
war  calls  Petrus  Ehl  and  others  hur- 
ried home  to  neglected  farming.  In 
addition  to  the  homestead  Petrus 
Ehl  owned  100  acres  in  the  R. 
Bleecker  Patent  at  Fort  Plain,  and 
in  1764  bought  420  acres  of  land  in 
the  Springfield  patent,  of  Jonannes 
Vetterly  being  lot  4  that  was  assign- 
ed to  Adoniah  Schuyler,  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  grant.  Both  of  the 
old  deeds  are  in  the  family  files  and 
are  so  full  of  flourish  writing  that 
they  are  difficult  to  read.  Such  ef- 
forts seem  to  have  pleased  the  scribes 
of  those  days.  This  lot  4  excepting 
100  acres  that  was  sold,  was  willed 
by  Petrus   Ehl  in  equal  shares  to   his 
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daughters  Maria  and  Elizabeth.  Pe- 
trus  Ehl  had  three  daughters,  Maria, 
Elizabeth  and  Anastacia  and  an  only 
son  Peter. 

Maria  Ehl  (p  3)  married  Feb.  25, 
1790.  John  Diel,  son  of  Henrj-  Diel, 
a  grandson  of  the  pioneer  Heinrich 
Frey  whose  home  v/ae  about  e.  mile 
dov,Ti   stream. 

Elizabeth  Ehl  (p  S)  born  July  13, 
1774  married  Rudolph  Dygert,  ap- 
parently a  descendant  of  Werner 
Dygert  the  pioneer  of  Stone  Arabia. 
The  church  record  gives  the  baptism 
of  a  daughter  Maria  April  3,  1796. 

The  third  daughter  Anastacia,  mar- 
ried July  27,  1794.  Peter  Westermain, 
Jr.,  son  of  Peter  and  Maria  Eliza- 
beth Dunckel  Westerman.  Elizabeth 
Dunckel  wtas  a  daughter  of  Johan 
Peter  Dunckel  from  Zweibrucken, 
Germanj'.  The  W'estermans  had  a 
son  PetruE  for  whom  Petrus  Ehle 
and  Catherine  Westerman  were  spon- 
sors  at  the  baptism. 

Later  the  Westermans  moved  to  the 
town   of   Sullivan,   Madison  county,  N. 

y. 

Peter  P.  Ehle  (p  3),  only  son  of 
Petrus  Ehl,  born  in  1768,  died  1S34, 
married  Delia  Nellis,  daughter  of 
Johannes  Nellis  a  son  of  William 
and  Magdalen  Klock  Nellis.  Their 
lives  were  spent  as  farmers  on  the 
old  homestead.  Prior  to  his  father's 
death  Peter  Ehle  took  over  farming 
all  that  tract  of  land  between  the 
turnpike  and  the  river.  After  the 
change  from  the  river  trail  in  1803, 
he  built  the  stone  house  on  the  new 
turnpike  at  its  junction  with  the  road 
to  Stone  Arabia  at  the  south  end  of 
the  farm.  His  neighbor  Nicholas 
Gros  had  bought  the  Van  Slyck 
farm  in  1806  and  ran  a  road  house. 
With  this  change  of  residence,  the 
clearing  of  the  upland  part  of  the 
farm  progressed  and  the  cultivated 
area  was  increased. 

Peter  P.  Ehle's  1768-1844  span  of 
life  covered  the  wars  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  1812,  the  change  from  barge 
transpontatjion  on  the  Mohawk  to 
"Clinton's  Ditch"  in  1823  and  the 
building  of  the  Utica-Schenectady 
railway. 


An  interesting  receipt  in  the  family 
files  is  that  for  a  slave  bought  by 
Peter  P.  Ehle. 

"I  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  Peter  P.  Ehle  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars  for 
a  negro  man,  a  slave  named  'Done.' 
Feb.  14th,  1804.     Witness  present." 

his 
Philip     X     Berg, 
mark 
Philip  Sternberg. 

Slaving  in  New  York  quickly  fol- 
lowed the  early  Dutch  settlements 
and  was  taken  up  by  the  German 
Palatines  in  the  early  days  of  Scho- 
harie as  soon  as  they  could  buy  them. 
Abolition  began  in  the  northern  states 
in  1799,  but  was  gradual  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  and  lasted  until 
1840  in  the  latter  state.  The  old  slave 
burial  plot  is  near  a  giant  granite 
boulder  of  the  glacial  age,  a  short 
distance  from  the  old  house.  An  old 
assessment  book  presented  by  Anna 
V.  Ehle  to  the  Historical  Society  of 
Canajoharie  gave  the  number  of 
slaves  owned  by  the  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery' county. 

The  children  of  Peter  P.  and  Delia 
Ehle  were  Lanah,  Maria,  Jacob.  Pet- 
er and  John  P.,  Lana  Elile  (.p  4) 
married  Garrett  Nellis,  a  great 
grandson  of  the  pioneer  William  Nel- 
lis. One  of  their  children  was  Rufus 
Nellis  who  after  retiring  from  his 
farm  near  Nelliston,  ran  a  bus  line 
in   Fort  Plain. 

Maria  Ehle  (Polly)  (p  4)  married 
first  Peter  Wagner,  a  grandson  of 
Colonel  Wagner,  second  Peter  W. 
Ehle,  a  grandson  of  William  Ehle  (C 
3),  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  The 
children  by  the  latter  marriage  were 
James,  Horatio,  Nelson  and  Chaun- 
cey. 

Jacob  Ehle  (p  4),  son  of  Peter  P. 
Ehle,  a  lively  and  promising  child, 
wandered  out  into  the  forest  when  his 
father  was  on  a  trip  to  Albany  with 
wheat  and  died  from  eating  some 
poisonous  red  berries. 

Peter  P.  Ehle.  Jr.  (P4)  succeeded 
his  father  on  the  old  homestead.  He 
was  educated  at  Cherrj'  Valley  Aca- 
demy and   served  as   a  soldier  in  the 
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Sackettf  Harbor  campaign  of  the  1812 
war  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Al- 
ter the  war  he  \%"as  a  captain  in  the 
19th  New  York  militia  in  training. 
His  records  of  court  martials  of  de- 
linquents and  their  fines  are  in  the 
family  file*.  In  the  Sacketts  Harbor 
campaigrn  the  soldiers  •were  poorly 
equipped  for  the  hardships  to  which 
they  w^ere  exposed  in  winter.  Lieu- 
tenant Ehle  and  other;  suffered  se- 
verely in  after  life  from  rheujmatism 
that  often  incapacitated  them  for  farm 
work.  He  told  of  marching  all  day 
through  the  winter  storms,  often 
wading  creeks  and  swamps.  Soaking 
wet  at  night  the  soldiers  would  then 
cut  heimlock  boughs  for  a  bed  and 
tr>'  to  sleep.  In  the  morning  his 
clothes  would  be  frozen  fast. 

On  his  return  from  war  he  took 
up  farming,  but  with  indifferent  suc- 
cess because  of  his  pK)or  health.  He 
married  1818  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Maria  Snell  Dygert  who 
lived  on  the  adjacent  farm.  Peter 
Dj-gert  had  gone  into  the  Revolution 
quite  young  in  place  of  his  father, 
who  was  in  poor  health  He  became 
the  well  known  scout  and  ranger  who 
fought  at  Oriskany,  Caughnawaga, 
Johnstown,  Stone  Arabia  and  Sharon. 
His  gT-and  parents  were  the  pioneers 
Johan  Pieter  and  Anna  Elizabeth  Fox 
Dygert. 

Peter  Ehle  (P  4)  1792-1864,  had  six 
daughters  Catherine,  Harriet,  Maria, 
Elizabeth,  Eleanor  and  Delia  and  an 
only  son  Peter. 

Catherine  Ehle  (P  5)  born  March 
2.  1819,  married  Reuben  Lipe,  son  of 
Johan  Casper  Lipe  of  the  pioneer 
Hans  CELsper  Lipe  family.  They  lived 
on  the  old  Wormuth  farm  on  the 
turnpike,  about  a  mile  west  of  Nellis- 
ton,  N.  Y.  Their  children  were  John 
M.,  Peter  E.,  Nathan  and  five  daugh- 
ters, Mns.  Irving  Pollock.  Mrs.  An- 
thony Kilts.  Mrs.  Marj'  Toole.  Mrs. 
Alex  Van  Slyck  and  Elizabeth  im- 
married. 

Harriet  Ehle  (P  5)  born  1831,  died 
1868,  married  Levi  Shaul  of  Columbia, 
Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  where  they 
lived  as  farmers.  His  grandfather 
and  two  brothers  were       captured  in 


Brant's  raid  in  1776  and  held  prisoners 
in  Canada  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
Levi  Shaul  was  a  town  supervisor 
and  held  other  political  appointments. 
He  had  an  only  child  Oscar,  a  teach- 
er, who  married  Lida  Helmer. 

Maria  Ehle  born  1820,  died  1907  un- 
married. 

Eleanor  Ehle  (P  5)  182S-1907  mar- 
ried James  Ehle  (C  5)  a  builder  of 
Fort  Plain  who  died  childless  in  1907. 

Elizabeth  Ehle  (P  5)  married  first 
George  Cheese,  second  Mason.  She 
lived  after  the  first  marriage  in  Chi- 
cago in  its  early  days  and  later  was 
a  pioneer  at  Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

Delia  Ehle  (P  5)  married  first 
Walrath,  second  Niles  and  lived  at 
Oneida,  N.  Y.  One  daughter  Lillian 
Walrath   died   when   a  young  •woman. 

Because  of  his  father's  ill  health,  a 
result  of  his  soldier  service,  Peter 
Ehle,  Jr.  (P  5)  1834-1917,  took  over 
the  farm  managrement  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen.  His  only  schooling 
was  several  winters  at  the  old  red 
school  house  on  the  turnpike  about  a 
half  mile  westerly  from  the  Nelliston 
cross  roads.  There  he  w^as  a  school 
mate  of  Webster  and  Chauncey  Wag- 
ner, Dan  Van  Camp,  and  other 
children  of  pioneer  families.  Along 
with  other  dairy  farmers  he  took  up 
hop  culture,  getting  the  cuttings  from 
his  brothei-in-law,  Reuben  Lipe  and 
the  cedar  poles  from  beyond  Ephra- 
tah  with  a  start  at  2  a.  m.,  using  tw^o 
teams  and  sleighs  all  one  winter. 
This  veatuure  was  a  success  from  the 
start  and  prosperity  at  last  came  to 
the  old  homestead. 

The  dair>'  farming  developed  rapid- 
ly, at  first  making  cheese  and  butter 
at  home,  later  at  the  Smith  Creek 
factorj',  then  taking  the  milk  to  the 
first  condensed  milk  factory  at  Fort 
Plain  and  then  followed  by  bulk  milk 
shipment  to  New  York  city  as  at 
present.  The  farm  furnished  all  the 
stone  for  masonry  on  the  West  Shore 
railroad  near  Fort  Plain  and  some 
of  its  ties  and  Ivunber. 

Peter  Ehle  (P  5)  Married  in 
1864  Anna  Veeder  Dockstader,  1834- 
1914,  daughter  of  Jacob  J.  and  Anna 
Veeder  Dockstader.     He  was  a  great 
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grandson  of  Marks  Dockstader  of 
Fonda.,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
and  she  was  a  great  granddaughter 
of  Simon  Volkertse  Veeder,  a  pioneer 
from  Holland;  and  a  daughter  of 
General  Abram  Veeder,  of  Fonda. 
Children  of  Peter  and  Anna  Ehie  are 
Boyd,  Louis  C.  and  Florence. 

Boyd  Ehle  (P  6)  born  1866  was 
brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  educa- 
ed  at  the  Nelliston  district  school, 
Clinton  Liberal  Institute  and  Oornell 
university.  Graduated  as  a  Civil  En- 
gineer, he  has  been  active  in  engi- 
neering and  construction  work  up 
and  down  the  American  continent.  He 
married  in  1896  Grace  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Marj'  Snell  Cook 
of  Manheim,  Herkimer  county.  N.  Y. 
Charles  Cook  was  a  great  grajidson 
of  Atwater  Cook  of  Wallingford. 
Conn.,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
whose  wife  vras  Marj'  Bartholemess. 
The  Atwatens  and  Cooks  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Wallingiord  and 
New  Haven,  Conn,  early  in  the  sev- 
enteenth century.  Mary  Snell  was 
a  great  granddaug'hter  of  Peter  Snell, 
one  of  the  two  Snells,  out  of  nine, 
who  survived  Oriskanj^'s  battle  and  a 
direct  descendant  of  John  Jost  Snell, 
the  pioneer  and  participant  in  the 
Stone  Ajabia  and  the  Sneli-Timmer- 
man  patent  of  Snells  Bush,  Man- 
heim. Boyd  and  Grace  Ehle  have  two 
sons  Loris  C.  and  Ralph  V. 

Loris  C.  Ehle  (P  7)  educated  at  the 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.  schools  and  Stevens 
Institute  of  Hohoken,  N.  J.,  married 
Madge  Mosher,  daughter  of  George 
and  Grace  Jennings  Mosher  and  lives 
on  the  ancestral  Snell  farm.  They 
have  two  children  Marian  and  Rob- 
ert of  the  eighth  generation  in  Amer- 
ica. 

Ralph  V.  Ehle  (P  7)  educated  at  the 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.  schools,  Johns  Hopkins 
and  Yale  university  is  an  assistant 
professor  at  Lincoln  university. 

Louis  C.  Ehle  (P  6),  educated  at 
Nelliston  district  school,  Clinton  Lib- 
eral Institute  and  Cornell  university, 
read  law  in  Fort  Plain  and  Chicago, 
studied  at  Northwestern  Law  School 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Chi- 
cago.    There  he  practiced  law  in  the 


firm  of  his  cousins  Albert  ana  tx*n.- 
r\-  Veeder.  Louis  C.  and  Mabel  Rob- 
bins  Ehle  have  two  daughters,  Kath- 
leen and  Carlene  of  Chicago. 

Florence  Ehie  (P  6;.  educated  at 
the  Nelliston  district  school  and 
Clinton  Liberal  Institute,  married  J. 
Aylmer  Failing,  a  son  of  George  Fail- 
ing of  the  Stone  Arabia  pioneer  Feb- 
hng  family.  A  daughter  Elsie,  (P  7; 
educated  at  the  Fort  Plain  schoolfl 
and  Wellesley  College,  is  a  teacher. 

John  P.  Ehle  (P  4),  1786-1870,  son 
of  Peter  P.  (P  3)  and  DeUa  Nellis 
Ehle  married  Christiana  Nellis,  17S4- 
1826,  daughter  of  General  George  H. 
born  1767  and  Catherine  Crouse  Nel- 
lis of  Freys  Bush,  N.  Y.  She  W£is  a 
daughter  of  George  (1740-1824)  and 
Katherine  Klock  Crouse  (1742-1819), 
and  granddaughter  of  Jacob,  1690-1772 
and  Elizabeth  Nellis  (d.  1755)  Kraus. 
George  H.  Nellis  was  a  S'On  of  Hen- 
ry H.  Nellis  probably  a  son  of  Hen- 
drick  Nellis  of  Palatine.  The  second 
wife  of  John  P.  Ehle  was  Alida  Van 
Plank.  Children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage were  Jacob  N.  (P  5),  Angeline, 
Joshua,  George,  Maria,  Peter  and 
Harriet  Jane. 

Jacob  N.  Ehle  (P  5),  bom  1813, 
married  first,  Elizabeth  Nellis,  second 
Caty  and  lived  at  Fort  Plain  as  a  far- 
mer and  lumberman.  His  children 
were  Helen,  Hattie,  Josiah,  Menzo, 
Joshua.  William,  Alida  and  Llbbie. 

Helen  Ehle  (P  6)  married  Peter 
Kelsey  of  Port  Plain.  Their  children 
were  Jennie,  Frank   and  Grace. 

Joshua  Ehle  (P  6)  was  burnt  to 
death  in   childhood. 

Hattie  Ehle  (P  6))  married  George 
M.  Dillenbeck  and  had  a  son  James 
G. 

Josiah  Ehle  (P  6)  bom  1834  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Alter,  born  1835  and 
was  a  canal  boat  captain  of  Fort 
Plain,  N.  Y.  Their  children  were 
Jennie  L.,  bom  1857,  Robert  1859- 
1897,  Charles  born  1862  and  Eddie 
born  1861. 

Robert  Ehle  (P  7)  married  Harriet 
Reiser  and  had  a  son  Robert  J.  (P  8), 
bom  1892. 

Charles  (P  7)  born  1862  and  hla 
wife   Bell  v.,   born     1859,  live  at  Fort 
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Plain,  N.  Y.  where  he  was  a  coal 
dealer. 

Eddie  (P  7)  and  his  wife  Anna, 
bom  1869  had  two  children  Edna, 
bom   1896    and   HemSan   J.   bom   1907. 

Menzo  (P  6)  bom  1846  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  born  1850  lived  at  Fort 
Plain,  N.  Y.  where  he  was  a  truck- 
man. 

CJeorge  Ehle  (P  6)  born  1851,  no 
further  information. 

AJida  and  Libbie  were  twins  bom 
in  1S47. 

William  (P  6)  bom  1856  and  his 
wife  Mary  E.,  born  1855  had  three 
children  Willie  Edgrar  bom  1876,  Chas. 
Eugene  born  1878  and  Maud  bom 
1882. 

Ang-eline  Ehle  (P  5)  bom  Dec.  2, 
1816  married  William  Van  Plank. 

Harriet  Jane  Ehle  (P  5),  1818-1898, 
married  Adam  Bush.  Their  children 
were  John,  Byron,  George,  Lynn  and 
Josephine  who  married  Coursen. 

Maria  (P  5),  1822,  married  Charles 
Hinaman  of  Nelliston,  N.  Y.  and  had 
a  daughter  Jennie  who  married  Chas. 
LuJt 

John  P.  bom  1816  and  his  wife 
Caroline  F.  Ehle  had  John,  Lilla, 
George,  Sophie,  Anna  and  Nettie.  He 
w^as  a  liverjTnan  of  Canajoharie,  N. 
Y.  but  moved  elsewhere  and  no  fur- 
ther data  of  this  family  is  now  avail- 
able. 

George  (P  5),  1820-1901,  married 
Sept.  18,  1848,  Eva  Bu^  1823-1891, 
daughter  of  Gottlieb  Bvish  1784-1840 
a9d  Juliana  Casler  1784-1850.  Their 
children  were  Jane  Ann,  Charles  P., 
and  John  Oliver.  He  was  a  hotelman 
at  Hessville,  Fultonville  and  Johns- 
town, N.  Y.  After  his  retirement  in 
1898  he  lived  with  his  son  Charles  F. 
in   Utica,   N.   Y. 

Jane  Ann  (P  6)  bom  1847,  died  in 
childhood. 

John  OUver  (P  6)  1853-1912,  mar- 
ried Henrietta  More  1854-1901  of 
Johnstown,  N.  Y.  They  had  a  son 
Henry  who  died  in  childihood  and  a 
daughter  Carrie  (P  7)  who  married 
the  Rev'd.  Walker  Gage,  who  have 
three   children   and  live   in  California. 

Charles  Franklin  (P  6),  1851-1913, 
married  Sept.  25,  1872  Isabella  McCall 


1855-1880;  second  Oct  7,  1884  Cora 
BickneU  Wicks,  1863-1928.  Children 
by  the  first  marriage  w^ere  Mar\'  Eve 
and  George;  by  the  second  Russel 
Tracj',  Charles,  Edward  Brisban,  and 
Stanlej'  Seymour. 

Marj'  Eve  (P  7),  1874,  unmarried,  is 
an  assistant  librarian  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 
who  has  supplied  these  notes  for  the 
John  P.  Ehle  line. 

George  (P  7)  bom  Dec.  6,  1875,  died 
Sept  1,  1918  in  California. 

Russel  Tracy  (P  7)  bom  July  7, 
1885  at  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  married  in 
1908  Olive  Escott  Thej'  have  a  son 
George  Escott  E^ile  (P  8),  bom  July 
2,  1913  and  live  at  Scranton,  Penna. 

Edward  Brisban  (P  7)  bom  June 
25,  1893,  married  in  1920  Jane  Bald- 
win Wilber  and  live  at  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Ehle  (P  7)  bom  1891  at 
Pittsfield,   Mass.,  died  in  childhood. 

Stanley  Seymour  (P  7)  born  Nov. 
4,  1896  at  Utica,  married  in  1927,  Net- 
tie Olive  Baldwin  and  have  Patricia 
bom  Nov.  6,  1929  and  Nettie  Baldwin 
born  July  3,  1928. 

CHAPTER    II 

MOHAWK    VALLEY    EHLES 
Cana/oh^rie    Line,    C. 

Harmanus  Ehl  (C  1) 
Harmanus  Ehl  (C  Da  younger 
half  brother  of  Dominie  Ehl  and  a 
widower  married  Elizabeth  Miller 
and  came  to  America  in  1745,  settling 
on  a  farm  near  the  present  Canajo- 
harie on  the  Mapleton  road.  But  lit- 
tle is  now  know^n  of  his  activities, 
which  were  the  routine  of  a  settler 
farmer  making  a  home,  clearing  land 
and  cultivation  of  crops.  The  name 
Harmanus  Ehl  appears  in  the  list  of 
emigrants,  taking  the  citizenship  oath 
at  Albany  July  3rd,  1759.  His  house 
was  palisaded  during  the  Revolution 
ajid  known  as  Port  Ehl.  Seven  sons 
were  in  the  militia  service.  The  fam- 
ily and  home  escaped  injurj-  in  the 
Revolution.  The  children  were  Mi- 
chael, William,  Peter  H,  John,  An- 
thony, Harmanus,  Jr..  Jacob,  Lana, 
Nancy   and   another  daughter. 

Michael  Ehl  (C  2)  1746-1825  married 
Janet     Van  der  Werke.     They  settled 
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at  Stone  Arabia  where  their  lives 
were  spent  in  farming.  He  served 
several  enliistments  in  Capt.  K1ocV:'e 
company,  2nd  Trj'on  Co.  militia.  As 
a  devout  churchman  he  was  promi- 
nent in  the  Stone  Arabia  church 
founded  by  his  vuxcie  Dominie  Ehl 
and  serving  a£  deacon  and  elder.  A 
tombstone  in  the  church  graveyard 
gives  his  death  as  1825  and  that  of 
his  wife  Feb.  10,  1821,  aged  72  years. 
But  few  Items  of  information  are 
available  about  this  family  except  as 
noted  in  his  will.  Apparently  the 
children  scattered  to  other  locations. 
They  were  William  M.,  Harmanus  M.. 
John  M.,  Elizabeth  and  Mar>-. 

Williajn  M.  (C  3)  had  two  sons 
Peter   and   Micha.el    (C4). 

Harmanus  M.  (C  3)  married  Eliza- 
beth Dockstader,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Dockstader  of  Fonda.,  N.  Y. 

Elizabeth  (C  3)  married  Sept,  1805 
Peter  Gardinler  and  had  a  daughter 
Caty  . 

John  (C  3)  of  Stone  Arabia  and 
his  wife  Rachel  Gardinier  had  child- 
ren Michael  M.,  Dirky  born  Jan.  27, 
1809,    Betsy   Moore   and    Peter    M. 

Peter  M.  (C  4)  and  Margaret  Dil- 
lenbeck  Ehle,  daughter  of  Johannes 
Dillenbeck,  had  children  James  born 
Oct.  15,  180S,  Maria  bom  June  6,  1812, 
Annnetje  bom  Dec.  22,  1806  and  An- 
drew bom   1816. 

Information  by  correspondence 
about   this    family   line   is   invited 

William  Ehl  (C  2),  1749-1826,  mar- 
ried Catherine  Jordan  and  settled  as 
farmers  on  the  eastern  part  of  his 
uncle  Dominie  Ehl's  homestead  with 
Jacob  Eacker  as  his  neighbor.  There 
they  lived  quietly  as  settler  farmers 
until  the  Revolution  in  which  he  serv- 
ed several  enlistments  with  Capt. 
Bradbig  and  Bielly  of  the  2nd  Tryon 
County  militia.  According  to  his  pa- 
pers, on  which  a  pension  w^as  granted 
in  1818  his  battle  record  included 
Oriskany  and  Johnstown.  The  inci- 
dent of  how  he  saved  his  family  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Stone  Arabia 
is  given  with  the  history  of  his  cou- 
sin Petrus  Ehl   (P  2). 

William  Ehl's  first  wife  died  about 
1800   and   he    married    Jane    Johnson, 


born  1764.  His  children  were  Har- 
manus W.,  John  W.,  Michael  W.,  Wil- 
liam, Adam,  Elizabeth  Jane,  Emy 
Catherine    and    Peter   W. 

Harmanus  W.  Ehle  (C  3)  bom  1781, 
married  Anna  Weiser,  daughters  of 
Nicholas  Weiser,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
1812  war,  and  alive  at  81  years  of  age. 

John  W.  Ehle  (C  3).  bora  178*. 
married  Dec.  2,  1810,  Catherine  Wall- 
rad,  3  790-1844.  They  were  farmers  at 
Stone   Arabia. 

Michael  W.  Ehle  (C  3)  born  June 
i,  1789,  married  March  22,  1818,  Eliz- 
abeth Nellis. 

WilUam  Ehle,  Jr.  (C  3)  born  June 
12,  1791  and  wife  Jennie  had  a  daugh- 
ter   Phoebe. 

Adam   (C  3)  waiS  bom  May  16,  1794. 

Elizabeth  born  Feb.  28,  1796  mar- 
ried May  10,  1816  George  Dockstader 
and  had  a  son  Gustavus  Adolphhus. 

Jane   (C  S)   was  born  Oct  8,  1801. 

Emy  (C  3))  was  born  Nov.  22,  1802. 

Catherine  (C  3)  married  John  La- 
ney    of    Stone    Arabia. 

Peter  W.  married  first  Catherine 
Nellis  who  died  Feb.  27,  1823,  second 
Dec.  25,  1824  Maria  Ehle  (P  3)  War- 
ner, widow  of     Peter  W.  Wagner. 

Henry  (C  3)  bom  1807  married 
Ann  Bellinger,  probably  the  daughter 
of  John  F.   Bellinger  of  Opi>enheim. 

Archibald  Ehle  (C  4),  son  of  John 
W.,  born  Dec.  6,  1811,  married  Nancy 
Wagner,  granddaughter  of  Johan 
Peter  Wagner  and  was  a  Stone  Ara- 
bia farmer. 

Catherine  (C  4)  married  Cynjs 
Shults. 

Harrison  (C  4)  bom  May  24,  1814 
and  his  wife  Christiana  located  as 
farmers  in  the  town  of  Sullivan, 
Madison  coxmty,  N.  Y. 

Maria  (C  4),  no  further  information. 

Michael  W.  Ehle  (C  3)  and  Eliza- 
beth  Nellis   Ehle   had    three   children. 

Bets>'  Ann  (C  4),  born  1819,  no  in- 
formation. 

William  H.  (C  4),  bom  Feb.  25,  1821, 
married  Minerva  de  Forest  bom  1.S26. 

Caty  (C  4)  was  bom  1823,  no  infor- 
mation. 

John  Jacob  (C  4)  was  bom  Mar<di 
26,    1828,   no   information. 
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Georg-e  M.  (C  4)  bom  1826,  married 
Maria    Geesler. 

Susan  (C  4)  was  bom  183S,  no  in- 
formation. 

Children  of  Peter  W.  Ehle  and 
wife  Maria  w^ere  James,  Horatio,  Nel- 
son. r>a\'id  and  Chaimcey. 

James  (C  51  born  1815.  a  carpenter 
and  builder  of  Fort  Plain,  married 
his  coxosin  Eleanor  Ehle  (P  5),  no 
children. 

David  (C  3)  and  Louisa  daugrhter  of 
John  R.  and  Elizabeth  Loveliss  had  a 
son  George  W.    (C  6)   born  1867. 

Horatio  Nelson  (C  5)  born  March 
1,  1813  and  -wife  Maria,  horn  1841, 
had  these  children:  Adaline,  Maria 
bom  1843  and  Catherine  Alice  bom 
1847. 

Adaline  (C  6)  bom  1841  was  a 
teacher  at  Fort  PLain. 

Chauncey  (C  5),  1812-1897,  and  his 
wife  Nancy  Hawn  Ehle  had  these 
children:  Helen,  Wallace  C.  bom  1837, 
Caty.  Sherwood  bom  1846,  Charles  E., 
Martha  born  1841,  Louise  bom  1842, 
Melvin. 

Helen  (C  6)  1836-1906,  married  E. 
C.   Chapman. 

Caty  (C  6)  1839-1901  married  Ed. 
Deusler. 

Melvin  (C  6)  was  bom  in  1848,  no 
information- 
Charles  E.  (C  6)  was  bom  in  1849 
and  Mary  E.  Ehle  had  LeRoy  and 
Maud.  He  was  in  clerical  work  at 
Fort    Plain. 

LeRoy  (C  7)  born  1876  and  his  wife 
Hattie  had  a  son  Victor  C.  (C  8), 
born   1909    of   Port   Plain,   N.    Y. 

Maud  (C  7)  was  bom  1892,  no  in- 
formation. 

Archibald  (C  4)  and  wife  Nancy 
Wagner  Ehle's  children  were  Alvin, 
Arthur  born  1840,  Ella  bom  1843, 
Mar>*  bom  1845,  Emma  born  1847, 
Nancy  bom  1850.  Archibald  bom  1854, 
Frances  Ann  born  1854  and  Gertrude 
bom   1856. 

Alvin  (C  5)  and  his  wife  Susan  J. 
Day  1839-192,7  had  &  son  now  the 
Rev.  Archibald  L  Ehle  of  Carmel,  N. 
Y.  who  married  in  1863,  Kate  Haga- 
dom. 

Children  of  Geo.  M.   (C  4)  and  Ma- 


ria  Geesler   Ehle  were   Vernon,   Mar- 
vella  and  Byron. 

Vernon  (C  5)  was  bom  in  1852  and 
lived  at  Fort  Plain. 

Marvella  (C  5)  born  1853,  married 
James    Rapp. 

BjTon  (C  5)  born  1860  and  Kate 
Ehle  had  a  son  George  B.  (C  5)  and 
grandson  P^alph   (C  7.) 

Children  of  William  H.  (C  4)  and 
Minerva  DeForrest  Ehle  were  Elvira 
Emma.  Alonzo  D.,  Lillian  and  Sarah. 

Elvira  (C  5)  born  1851  married 
Seward  Moyer  of  Port  Plain  and 
had  one  son. 

Emma  (C  5)  vr&s  born  1859,  no  in- 
formation. 

Alonzo  D.  (C  5)  born  1862  and  Em- 
ma hiis  wife,  have  retired  from  farm- 
ing to  Fort  Plain  where  he  is  in  the 
insurance  business. 

Lillian  born  1870  married  Smith 
and  have  a  son  C.  D.  Smith. 

Sarah,   no  information. 

Henry  (C  3)  and  Ann  Bellinger 
Ehle  moved  from  Minden  to  Madi- 
son covmty,  N.  Y.  Their  children  were 
Lena,  Catherine  bom  1831  and  An- 
drew   J.    bom    1833. 

John  Ehle  (C  2)  horn  1756-1795 
married  Rachel  Goertner,  daug'hter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  Catherine  Goertner, 
emigrants  from  Germany,  who  set- 
tled in  a  farm  near  the  w^est  end  of 
Ehle's  Ford.  John  Ehle  was  a  ser- 
g:eant  in  Captain  Van  Everen's  com- 
pany of  the  1st  Tryon  County  Militia. 
A  son,  Harmanus  L  was  born. 

Harmanus  I.  (C  3)  born  March  29, 
1790,  married  Jan.  29,  1809  Christine 
Vrooman.  He  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen and  merchajit  of  Canajoharie. 
Their  children  were  James  R.,  Hen- 
O'  Eliza,  MarisL,  Charles,  Caroline, 
Harmanus,    Catherine. 

James  R.  (C  4)  married  in  1833, 
Catherine  Loucks  and  died  in  1861. 

Henrj'    (C   4)    died   in    1861. 

Eliza  married   (C  4)   died  in  1860. 

Charles  D.    (C  4)  was  bom  in  1816. 

Catherine  (C  4)  born  Jime  12,  1816, 
married  Nov.  2,  1855,  George  C.  Wet- 
more,   born  Nov.   18,   1809. 

Anthony  (C  2)  born  1762  and  his 
wife  Engeltje  Steeresh  Ehle  had 
children:    Clarissa   born        1803,    Mar- 
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garet  horn  1805,  Elizabeth  born  1808, 
Herman  A.,  John  A.,  Sarah,  Cather- 
ine, Peter  A.  and  Cornelius  A..  He 
served  in  Capt.  Van  Everen's  com- 
pany of  the  1st  Tryon  Co.  militia 
and  later  -was  a  captain  of  state  mi- 
litia. 

Harman  A.  (C  3)  and  his  wife  Ma- 
ria Young  Ehle  had  a  son  Hermaji 
A,  Jr.   (C  4)     born  Dec.  8,  1824. 

John  A.  (C  3)  married  Feb.  24, 
1817,   Catherine  Van  Alstein. 

Sarah  (C  3)  was  born  in  1812. 

Catherine  (C  3)  was     born  in  1815. 

Peter  A.  (C  3)  married  June  9,  1822 
Betty  Van  Slyk.  Their  children 
were  Angeline  born  1823,  Elizabeth 
born  1826,  Sarah  bom  1828  and  Mar- 
garet J.,  bom  1829. 

Cornelius  A  and  his  wife  Eva  HjI- 
legas,  married  in  1824  had  a  daugh- 
ter Nancy,  wife  of  George  H.  Cline 
of  Oppenheim,  N.  Y. 

Harmanus  Ehl  (C  2)  born  1762, 
married  in  1789  Elizabeth  Cornue, 
born  1773,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sally  Wessels  Cornue  and  died  at  Can- 
ajoharie,  March  12,  1844.  He  served  as 
a  private  in  Capt.  Van  Everen's  com- 
pany of  the  1st  Tryon  Co.  Militia. 
After  the   Revolution       he   was  a 

blacksmith  at  Canajoharie.  Their 
children  were  Henry  E.,  Daniel,  Eli- 
sha,  Maria,  Jane  Ann,  Sarah,  Mar- 
cus,   Eliza   and   Abram    B.. 

Henry  E.  (C  4)  born  1822  died  Dec. 
S,  1902,  married  July  21,  1851,  Almira 
Failing.  Their  children  were  Ardella, 
Dajiiel  H.,  Harman  H.,  Maggie  and 
Eliabeth. 

Ardella  (C  5)  married  Jan.  2,  1885 
Rev'd.  James  B.  Gow  and  went  to 
reside   in    Calfomia, 

Daniel  H.  (C  5)  born  1852,  died  1906 
married  Gertrude  Rice.  He  wajs  a 
teacher  and  lived  at  Canajoharie. 
Their  children  were  Mertie,  Virgil 
and    Ledro. 

Mertie  (C  6)  married  Charles  Van 
Buskirk.  Their  children  are  Marcus 
A,   and  Charles   D. 

Virgil   (C  6)   born   Feb.   2,  1884  ami 
Ledro    (C  6)  bom  June  3,  1880  live  at 
Gloversville,      practicing        civil    engi- 
neers. 
Herman  H.  (C  5)  bom  Dec.  12,  1854 


and   wife   had   a  son  Aimer   B.    (C   6> 
born   June    11,    1902. 

Maggie  (C  5)  married  July  2,  1892 
Aaron  Keller  and  had  a  daughter  Ma- 
ria. 

Elizabeth  (C  5)  bom  Sept.  3,  1859. 
married  April  31,  1851  Charles  Em- 
pie. 

John  (C  3)  son  of  Harmanus  (C  2) 
married    Catherine. 

Peter  H.  Ehl  (C  2)  1754-1847  and 
his  wife  Gadlein  had  two  sons  and 
a  daughter.  David,  Barnet  and  Doro- 
thea. He  was  a  captain  in  the  trans- 
portation service  of  the  Revolution 
under  Colonels  Willett  Van  Schaick 
and  Ganesvoort,  for  which  in  1823  he 
received  a  pension.  It  is  reported 
that  he  was  with  the  men  who  deliv- 
ered the  last  provision  to  Port  Schuy- 
ler as  the  siege  began,  but  escaped 
the  capture  that  happened  to  some 
of  his  comrades.  After  the  Revolu- 
tion he  settled  in  K*irkimer  county, 
N.  Y.,  apparently  in  the  town  of 
Danube  and  his  children  were  bap- 
tized at  Saint  Johnsville.  Verj-  little 
information  seems  to  be  available 
about   this   family. 

Dorothea  (C  3)  was  baptized  Jan. 
15,  1790. 

David  (C  3)  was  baptized  Januarj* 
10,  1791. 

Barnet  (C  3)  was  baptized  April  7, 
1792. 

David  (C  3)  a  lawj'er  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  bom  1794  moved  to  the 
town  of  Sullivan,  Madison  county,  N. 
Y.  Their  children  were  Elijah,  Mar- 
garet  and  Harmaji. 

Elijah  (C  4)  born  1825  had  a  son 
George   bom  1867. 

Margaret  (C  4)   was  bom  in  1830. 

Harman    (C   4)    was    bom   in   1833. 

It  is  hoped  that  readers  maj"  fur- 
nish further  information  of  this  fam- 
ily line. 

Jacob  Ehl  (C  2),  the  youngest  son 
of  Harmanus  Ehl  (C  1)  born  March 
2,  1756,  married  first  Jane  Van  Ev- 
eren  1769-1805,  a  granddaughter  of 
Reynier  Van  Everen  of  the  first 
Tryon  county  militia  and  second,  Re- 
becca Higgins,  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Higgins  of  Canajoharie.  He 
acted   as  a  sentry  at  Fort  Ehl  at  an 
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early  age  and  afterwards  lived  as  a 
farmer  on  the  Ehle  homestead.  His 
children  by  the  first  marriage  were 
Elinor,  Elizabeth,  John,  Abraham  and 
Maria;  by  the  second  Jane  Cather- 
ine, Charles  P.,  Fannie  and  Stephen 
Peck. 

Abraham  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead farm  when  the  family  moved 
to  Jefferson    county,  N.  Y. 

Elizabeth  born  March  7,  1785,  died 
Jan.  15,  1845,  married  Martin  Quack- 
enbush. 

Elinor  (C  3))  born  Jan.  16,  1793, 
died  April  3,  1869. 

John  (C  3)  born  Oct.  3,  1797  died 
Feb.  15.  1845. 

Abraham  (C  3)  bom  Sept.  8,  1799, 
died  July  26,  1897.  He  married  Es- 
ther Reed.  No  children  were  born  of 
that  marriage  but  three  were  adopted. 

Maria  (C  3)  born  Nov.  1,  1802,  died 
Dec.  20,  1882,  married  John  Vrooman 
of  Cherry  Valley  and  they  moved  to 
Jefferson  county  where  they  had 
these    children: 

Jane  Catherine  (C  3)  born  Dec.  15, 
1810,   died  July  9,  1827. 

Charles  P.  (C  3)  bom  Feb.  9,  1815, 
died  March  10,   1817. 

Fannie  (C  3)  bom  Sept.  15,  1814, 
marrid  Dr.  Arndt  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Stephen  Peck  born  June  9,  1821, 
died  August  9,  1822. 

Apparently  no  grandsons  of  Jacob 
Ehle  had  male  descendants.  These 
notes  are  extracts  from  those  of  Miss 
Ella  C.  Gibbs,  great  granddaughter  of 
Mfirie  Ehle  (C  3). 

Of  the  daughters  Nancy,  Lana  and 
another  of  Harmanus  and  Elizabeth 
Miller  Ehl  (C)  but  little  information 
is   now  available. 

Lana  (C  2)  married  Johannes  Hel- 
mer,  a  son  of  Gottfried  and  Anna 
Margaretha  Helmer,  pioneer  settlers. 
They  had  a  son  John  baptized  Oct. 
r-O,    1788. 

Of  Nancy  (C  2)  and  the  other 
daughter  no  information  is  now 
available. 

CHAPTER    III 
MOHAWK    VALLEY    EHLES 
Minden     Line     (M) 

The  information  now  available  re- 
garding this   Ehl  line   is   limited   and 


in  places  lacks  in  definiteness,  which 
descendants  should  be  able  to  supply. 
Apparently  the  head  of  this  line  was 
the  Palatine  emigrant  Johannes  Ehl 
who  took  the  oath  of  citizenship  Sept. 
11,  1761  and  was  another  half  brother 
of  Diminie  Ehle  (P  1)  and  brother 
of  Harmanus  (C  1)  of  Canajoharie 
as  the  family  relatives  were  intimate. 
The  homestead  location  of  this  line 
was  at  Freys  Bush,  adjacent  to  Fort 
Clyde  and  the  Nellis  family  with 
whom  thej'  intermarried  with  the 
daughters. 

Johannes  Ehl's  children  as  far  as 
known  w^ere  John,  Christian,  Peter 
and  Elizabeth. 

John  Ehl  (M  2)  was  a  barge  man 
and  trader  on  the  Mohawk  river,  was 
killed  with  another  trader  named 
Clock  at  the  siege  of  German  Flatts 
in  the  French  Indian  raid  of  1758  af- 
ter barely  escaping  a  like  fate  two 
years  earlier  at  the  carrying  place 
to  Woods  Creek,  as  noted  in  Doc. 
Hist.   N.   Y. 

Chi-istian  Ehl,  sometimes  called 
Hanchrist  or  John  Christ,  born  Sept. 
25,  1742,  died  Oct.  6,  1820,  with  his 
wife  Eliza  Klock,  bom  May  15,  1745, 
died  Sept.  16,  1822  had  children  John 
C,  Catherine  and  Henry.  He  served 
with  the  continental  militia  and  sev- 
eral enlistments  in  the  first  Tryon 
county  militia  in  the  Revolution  and 
was  a  farmer  at  Freys  Bush. 

John  C.  (C  3)  Feb.  2,  1766,  died 
June  26,  1835  and  his  wife  Delia  Bel- 
linger, a  daughter  of  Johannes  Bellin- 
ger killed  at  OrLskany  who  was  a 
grandson  of  the  pioneer  Frederick 
Bellinger  of  the  Burnettsfield  patent 
and  the  1711  expedition  against  the 
French  at  Montreal.  Their  children 
were  John,  Jr.,  Lana,  Catherine  and 
another  son  John  E.  who  died  before 
his  father  having  a  son  John  E. 

Catherine  (M  3)  born  August  30, 
1782,  died  Oct.  29,  1868,  married  Jacob 
Zoller,  born  1777,  died  186S.  He  was  a 
son  of  Jacob  Zoller,  wounded  and  lost 
at  Oriskany.  His  son  Jacob  served 
in  the  1812  war.  The  children  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  Ehle  Zoller  were 
John  F.,  Mary,  James,  Jacob,  Josiah, 
Henr>-,       Chauncey,       Abraham     and 


THE  MOHAV\'K  VALLEY  EHLES 


21 


Catherine.     Jasiah  was  the  builder  of 
the  Zoller  house  of  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 

Henry  Ehle  (M  3)  married  Lana 
Deichert  (Dygert),  a  daughter  of 
Warner  Dygert  who  was  murdered 
at  the  Palls  by  Indians  during  the 
Revolution.  His  mother  was  Magda- 
lena  Herkimer,  sister  of  the  General. 

John  Ehle,  Jr.,  (M  4j,  son  of  John 
C,  born  1794,  died  1874  and  Peggj' 
Praleigh,  his  wife  had  five  daughters 
and  four  sons,  Anna.  Maria,  PL.euben, 
Caty,  Lana  John,  Ebenezer  and  Mor- 
gan Parks.  By  his  father's  will  John 
Jr.  (M  4)  was  given  a  homestead  at 
Sharon,  N.  Y.,  but  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  located  there  and  no  further 
information  of  this  family  is  avail- 
able except  their  birth  dates.  Anna 
1815,  Maria  1817,  Reuben  1819,  Caty 
1822,  Lanah  1824,  John  1827  and  Eb- 
enezer 1833.  Readers  may  be  able 
to  supply  additional  data. 

Abraham  (M  4)  was  willed  the 
homestead  farm  in  Preys  Bush,  but 
apparently,  sold  it  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Yoimg  and  Ehle 
of  Albany.  He  died  in  New  York 
city  March   24,   1836. 

Lanah  (M  4)  born  Oct.  22,  1796, 
married  Jan.  19,  1815  Jacob  I.  Lipe, 
of  Dutchtown,  near  Port  Plain,  who 
was  a  son  of  John  A.  Lipe  born  1764, 
a  merchant  of  Port  Plain  and  de- 
scendant of  Hans  Caspar  Lipe,  made 
a  citizen  in  1715. 

The  will  of  John  C.  Ehle  (M  3) 
gives  provision  for  John  E.  Ehle,  his 
grandson,  whose  father  was  dead.  It 
does  not  give  his  name,  which  ap- 
pears as  John  in  John  E.  Ehle's  state- 
ment in  which  his  mother's  name  is 
given  as  Smith. 

John  E.  Ehle  (M  5)  born  1830,  died 
1907  married  Martha  Abeel  and  liad 
two  sons,   Frank  J.  and  Eugene. 

Frank  J.  (M  6)  born  Sept.  9,  1863, 
educated  at  Clinton  Liberal  Institute, 
was  a  merchant  of  Port  Plain,  N  Y., 
and  one  time  mayor.  He  married 
Nettie  Walrath.  Their  children  are 
Elizabeth  and  Russel. 

Elizabeth  (M  7),  bom  January  24, 
1890  married  Roland  Hoffman. 

Russel  Ehle    (M   7)   born   1899   mar- 


ried   Lulu  Shults,   daughter   of  Manly 
Shults  of  Fort  Plain. 

Catherine  Ehle  (M  4)  born  August 
12,  1802,  died  1892,  married  Abraham 
Diefendorf,  born  Sept.  30,  1801,  died 
1892,  a  descendant  of  the  pioneer 
Heinrich  Diefendorf  who  came  £ls  an 
immigrant  in  1710. 

Maria  (Polly)  (M  4)  married  Sol 
Timmerman.  'one  of  the  sons  of  The- 
obald Timmerman  of  Dutchtown.  He 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  Tim- 
merman, early  settlers  at  St.  Johns- 
ville  who  came  in  1710  to  America 
and  was  a  participant  in  the  SnfeU- 
Timrnerman  patent  of  Snells  Bush, 
Manheim,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 

Elizabeth  Ehl  (M  2)  born  1738 
married  in  156  Johannes  Schouman, 
born  Dec.  14,  1732  in  Germany  and 
arrived  in  America  in  1750.  He  was 
an  expert  wood  worker  and  built  the 
old  Sand  Hill  church,  near  old  Fort 
Plain,  which  was  burnt  in  the  Indian 
raid  of  1780. 

Johannes  and  Elizabeth  Ehl  Schou- 
man had  a  daughter  Anna  (M  3)  born 
Oct.  20,  1758  who  married  Nicholas 
Dunckel  of  Freys  Bush  and  has 
many  descendants.  A  second  Schou- 
man child,  a  boy,  was  born  in  1760 
but  died  an  infant.  John  Schouman 
was  murdered  by  Indians  in  1760 
while  cutting  timber  in  the  woodlot 
at  his  home. 

Peter  Ehle  (M  2),  bom  Dec.  23,  1746 
died  January  25,  1829,  married  April 
4,  1772,  Catherine  Nellis,  apparently 
a  sister  of  Henry  H.  Nellis  of  Preys 
Bush.  He  moved  as  a  corporal  in 
Capt.  Adam  Leyp's  (Lipe)  Co.  of  the 
1st  Tryon  Co.  Militia  in  the  Revolu- 
tion with  a  battle  record  of  Sharon. 
Johnstown  and  Oriskany.  At  the  lat- 
ter place  he  was  captured  and  wit- 
nessed the  torture  and  murder  of 
Lsaac  Paris  and  others  by  the  In- 
dians the  evening  after  the  battle  in 
revenge  for  the  loss  of  chiefs  in  the 
battle.  On  his  return  from  Canada 
Peter  Ehl  lived  as  a  farmer  in  Min- 
den  until  about  1821,  when  the  family 
moved  to  the  tox^m  of  Sullivan,  Madi- 
son county,  N.  Y.  where  he  died  in 
1829.  His  widow  Catherine  (Cadrlna) 
survived  him  and   received   a   pension 
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Feb.  16,  183S.  Children  of  Peter  (M  3) 
and  Catherine  Ehl  were  Mar>-  Eliza- 
beth, Johannes.  Anna  B.,  Peter  P. 
Lisbed  and  Cadrina,  twins,  Hendrick 
and   George. 

Mar3'  Elizabeth  born  Feb.  5,  1773. 
married  July  5,  1788  Johan  Jung 
(Y,oung),  son  of  Johan  Christ  Jung 
of  Minden.  who  was  a  son  of  the  emi- 
grant  Johan   Jung. 

Johannes  born  born  Sept.  25,  1774, 
the  eldest  son.  married  Marj'  Cradell 
and  lived  on  a  farm  near  his  father 
in  Madison  countj-. 

Anna  (M  Z)  born  May  3,  1777,  no 
further    information. 

Peter  P.  (M  3)  born  June  25,  1779 
and  Hannah  his  wife  lived  on  a  farm 
in  Madison  countj'  near  his  father 
but  later  moved  to  the  town  of  Fen- 
ner  where  he  died. 

Lisbed  (Betsey)  (M  3)  born  April 
9,  1785,  died  Feb.  7.  1859,  married 
Feb.  7,  1804,  Henry  Fox,  a  son  of 
William  Fox  a  justice  of  peace  for 
over  40  years  in  the  present  town  of 
Palatine,  Montgomery  countj',  N.  Y. 
Henry  Fox  and  wife  settled  as  far- 
mers in  Madison  county  and  retired 
at  old  age  to  Chittenango,  N.  Y. 

Of  Cadrina  (M  3)  bom  April  9, 
1783  no   information. 

Hendrick  (Henrj')  (M  3)  born  April 
13,  1737,  succeeded  his  father  on  the 
homestead  farm  and  died  at  Chitten- 
ango, N.  Y.  after  passing  on  the 
farm  to  his  aon  Oliver  (M  4).  Henrj' 
and  his  wife  Eve's  children  were 
Oliver,  Henrj',  Jr.,  Andrew,  Abram, 
and  Catherine. 

Oliver  (M  4)  died  in  1852  on  the 
homestead. 

Henr\',    Jr.    w^as    born    in    1818. 

Andrew  J.,   (M  4)  was  born  in  1833. 

Catherine  (M  4)  bom  1830  married 
James  Hood  and  had  two  daughters 
Helen  and  Libbie   (M  5). 

Abram  (M  4)  died  1885,  had  a  son 
Charles  (M  5)  of  Sheboygan,  Wis., 
Abram,  Jr.  James  (M  5)  died 
Feb.   19,   1885. 

George  (M  3)  born  Jan.  20,  1792, 
died  July  10.  1853,  married  Jan.  2, 
1811  at  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.  Ann  (Nan- 
cy) Nellis,  born  April  19,  1793,  died 
July  1.  1841.     She  was  a  daughter  of 


Henrj'  H.  Nellis,  horn  Oct.  S,  1746, 
died  April  22,  1829  and  his  wife  Chris- 
tiana, born  Feb.  2,  1844,  died  June  14, 
1827.  George  Ehle  was  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Dixie  House,  Chittenango, 
N.  Y.  and  later  of  the  Lucklen  House, 
Cazenovia,  K.  Y.  His  children  were 
Irene,  Anne,  Harriet,  Charlotte,  So- 
phie,  George  and  Catherine. 

Irene  (M  4)  born  Maj'  18,  1815,  died 
Sept.  20,  1891,  married  April  24,  1834 
O.  K.  Swift  and  had  three  sons,  Ed- 
v/in    W.,    Charles    B.   and    Oliver  N. 

Anne  (M  4)  born  April  6,  1859  died 
May  8,  1900,  married  James  Cole  and 
has  children  George  E.,  James  B.  and 
Katie  C. 

Harriet  (M  4)  born  Aug.  14,  1818, 
married   Dean  Knowlton. 

Charlotte  (M  4)  born  Feb.  26,  1820, 
at  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.  married  John 
Bates. 

Sophie  (M  4)  born  April  8,  1823 
married  Sept.  20,  1840  Leonard  Wil- 
lisuns. 

George  (M  4)  born  Jan.  1,  1826,  died 
1890,  married  May  15,  1845  Sarah 
Stewart.     Their   children   were: 

Charles  S.   (M  5)    born  Jan.  9.  1847. 

Anna  C.   (M  5)  born  July  12,  1845. 

Catherine  (M  5)  born  Sept  7,  1827. 
married    in   1844   Samuel   V.   Clarke. 

CHAPTER    fV 

Mohawk   Valley    Ehles 
Maternal    Lines 

Except  for  brief  notes  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapters  this  record  is  limited 
because  of  the  lack  of  data.  The  im- 
portant and  large  part  the  mothers 
played  in  the  pioneer  life  unfortun- 
ately never  w^as  properly  recognized 
in  the  old  records  and  historical  writ- 
ings. History  of  old  time  visually 
treats  of  the  doings  of  warriors, 
priests  and  politicians,  who  monopo- 
lize the  written  records  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  humble  citizens  and 
women,  but  no  one  was  more  self- 
sacrificing  than  the  mothers,  who  not 
only  reared  and  cared  for  the  family 
and  had  more  than  their  share  of 
suffering,  privations  and  dangers  of 
the  pioneer  life.  Yet  after  marriage, 
among  the  Palatines,  the  wife's  iden- 
tity  was    merged     w^ith     that    of   her 
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husband  and  family  and  rarely  men- 
tioned, except  sometimes  in  church 
records  or  legal  papers.  Available  le- 
cords  of  the  maternal  lines  follow.  It 
is  regretted  that  they  are  so  scant 
and  entirely  inadequate. 

Cook    Line 

Grace  Cook  Ehle,  wife  of  Boyd  Ehle 
(P  6)  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  Cook, 
born  April  14,  1848,  died  Jan.,  1907, 
who  married  Jan.  13,  1869,  Mar>'  Snell. 
He  was  a  son  of  Chauncej'  Cook,  born 
August  16,  1822,  who  married  Feb.  26, 
1846,  Jane  Getnaan.  Chauncey  Cook 
was  a  son  of  Friend  Cook,  born  Jan. 
27,  1792,  who  married  Nancy  Foote, 
born  Jvily  29,  1799.  He  was  a  son  of 
Atwater  Cook,  born  Nov.  3,  1758  and 
his  wife  Marj'  Bartholemess,  bom 
June  25,  1758.  Atwater  Cook  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Henr>'  Cook  of 
Birmingham,  England  and  John  .A^t- 
vrater  of  Kent,  England,  who  emi- 
grated to  Massachusetts  in  the  early 
sixteen  hundreds  and  became  a  pio- 
neer settler  at  Wallingford,  Conn,  pri- 
or to  1640.  The  Cooks  and  Atwaters 
had  various   intermarriages. 

Atwater  Cook  was  a  soldier  in 
Capt.  Brackett's  company,  5th  Battal- 
lion  of  Wordsworth's  Brigade  of  the 
Connecticut  line,  who  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Long  Island  and  White 
Plains  in  the  Revolution.  After  the 
war,  along  with  other  New  England 
families,  he  settled  on  a  farm  at  Salis- 
bury, N.  Y.  His  grandson  Chauncey 
Cook  lived  on  his  farm  near  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.  and  his  son  Charles 
bought  the  Jehoram  Snell  farm  in 
Snells  Bush,  now  farmed  by  his 
grandson    Loris    Cook    Ehle. 

Snell  Line 

Mary^  -Snell  Cook,  mother  of  Grace 
Cook  Ehle,  was  a  daughter  of  Jehor- 
am  Snell,  born  July  31,  18'23,  died  Oct. 
31,  1907,  who  married  Amy  Zimmer- 
man, born  Nov.  20,  1821,  died  April  28, 
1907.  He  was  a  son  of  Suffrenus 
Snell,  born  June  24,  1784,  died  Sept. 
23,  1872,  who  in  1807  married  Eve 
Fr>-,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Frj',  1760- 
1855,  and  Anna  Hoering,  born  Oct.  9, 
1787,  died  July  30,  1867.  Suffrenus 
Snell  was   a   son  of  Peter   Snell,   born 


June  24,  1730,  died  July  24,  1804,  who 
March  18,  1768  married  Anna  Kilts, 
born  Feb.  9,  1750,  died  Dec.  14,  1842, 
daughter  of  Peter  Kilts  of  Stone  Ara- 
bia. Peter  Snell  was  one  of  the  two 
Snells,  out  of  nine,  who  survived 
Oriskany  battle  and  he  was  badly 
wounded.  He  was  a  son  of  Johannes 
Snell  bom  1730  and  Margaret  Fink, 
and  a  grandson  of  the  pioneer  Pala- 
tine emigrant  Johan  Jost  Snell,  bom 
1696,  died  Sept.  12,  1787,  and  his  wife 
Catherine  who  arrived  in  New  York 
1710  and  came  by  way  of  Schoharie 
to  the  Mohawk  Valley.  At  Stone,  Ara- 
bia in  1723  they  participated  in  that 
patent  and  in  1734  they  received  an 
Indian  grant  which  was  later,  in  1755 
combined  with  a  similar  grant  to  An- 
na Maxgarite  Timmerman,  for  the 
Snell-Timmenman       Patent,  called 

Snells  Bush,  of  the  present  town  of 
Manheim,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
Manheim  is  named  after  the  home 
town  in   Germany   of  these  settlers. 

Members  of  the  Snell  family  relate 
how  their  patent  papers  and  others 
hid  in  a  hollow  tree  in  the  Revolution 
for  preservation  during  the  Indian 
raids  were  found  to  have  been  gnaw- 
ed by  mice. 

Zimmerman    (Timmerman)    Line 

Amy  Cimmerman,  granamother  of 
Grace  Cook  Ehle  and  wife  of  Jehor- 
am  Snell,  was  a  daughter  of  David 
Zimmerman,  born  Sept.  27,  1794,  died 
Dec.  27,  1854  and  his  wife  Marj-  For- 
bush,  born  June  18,  1794,  died  Nov. 
22,  1879.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Jaa. 
Forbush  and  Nancy  Nellis.  David 
Zimmerman  was  a  son  of  Conradt 
Zimmerm-an,  died  April  27,  1827  and 
his  wife  Mary  Magdalen  Snell,  a 
daughter  of  Suffrenus  Snell  and  his 
wife  Eve.  Suffrenus  Snell  was  one 
of  the  seven  Snells  killed  at  Oris- 
kany battle.  Conradt  Zimmerman 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  Zimmer- 
man the  early  settler  of  the  site  of 
St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y..  having  come  in 
the  1710  emigration  from  the  PalaUn- 
ate,  who  became  a  citizen  of  New- 
York  at  Albany  in  1715  and  came  with 
the  other  settlers  to  the  Mohawk  val- 
ley by  way   of     Schoharie.     Later   in 
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1755  he  was  a  participant  with  Johan 
Jost  Snell  in  the  Snell  Tinrmerman 
Patent  where  those  two  families  had 
man}'  intermarriages.  Now  the  Snells 
are  gone,  but  two  Timmerman  fami- 
lies yet  remain  in  Snells  Bush.  The 
early  settlers  spelled  their  name  Zim- 
merman as  somae  of  their  descendants 
still  do,  but  some  have  passed  to  los- 
ing the  form  Timmerman.  The  for- 
mer corresponding  to  the  English  car- 
penter, is  probably  correct,  as  the  lat- 
ter has  no  similar   equivalent. 

DocKstader    Line 

Anna  Veeder  Ehle,  wife  of  Peter 
Ehl  (P  5)  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
J.  Dockstader  1809-1895  and  his  wife 
Eliza  Veeder,  died  Dec.  2,  1847,  who 
were  farmers  of  Stone  Arabia,  He 
was  a  son  of  John  J.  Dockstader  1787- 
1837  and  Phoebe  Dillenbeck.  John  J. 
Dockstader  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Dock- 
stader, 1763-1807,  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth Groff.  He  was  a  son  of  Marks 
1733-1820  and  Elizabeth  Shults  Dock- 
stader 1732-1820  of  Fonda  who  was  a 
German  emigrant  that  settled  near 
Fonda,  N.  Y.  as  a  faraner  and  served 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  Ex- 
empts of  the  Tryon  Co.  Militia.  His 
son  Jacob  was  in  the  3rd  Tryon  Co. 
Militia. 

Veeder  Line 

Eliza  Veeder,  mother  of  Anna  Y., 
was  a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Nancy 
Eacker  Veeder  of  Fonda,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  son  of  Abrajn  Veeder  and  his 
wife«  Sarah  Vedder  of  Fonda,  N.  Y., 
who  was  a  major  general  of  militia, 
after  the  war  of  1812,  having  been  a 
captain  of  the  3rd  and  5th  Albany  and 
3rd  Tryon  Co.  Militia  Regimeoits  in 
the  Revolution.  Abram  was  a  son  of 
Johannes  Veeder,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica about  1750  from  Holland  and  set- 
tled near  Fonda,  N.  Y.  where  he  se- 
cured a  thousand   acre   tract  of  land. 

Dygert  Line 
Elizabeth  Dygert.  wife  of  Peter 
Ehle.  Jr.  (P  4)  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Dygert,  1759-1841  and  his  wife. 
He  went  into  the  Revolution  as  a 
boy   in   place  of  his    father   who  was 


unfit  for  service.  Peter  Dyg'ert  was 
a  son  of  Severinus  and  Gertrude 
Eacker  Deigert  and  a  grandson  of 
the  pioneer  emigrants  Johan  Pieter 
and  Elizabeth  Fox  Dygert.  Their 
homestead  on  lot  2  of  the  Harrison 
Patent  has  passed  to  Ed.  Dygert,  a 
grandson  of  Peter  Dygert. 

Nellis  Line 

Delia  Nellis,  wife  of  Peter  Ehle 
(P  3)  was  a  daughter  of  Johannes 
Nellis  and  a  granddaughter  of  the  pi- 
oneer emigrajits  of  1710  William  and 
Magdalena  Klock  Nellis,  who  came 
by  way  of  Schoharie  and  participated 
in  the  Stone  Arabia  patent  Oct.  19, 
1723,  obtaining  lots  32  and  34.  William 
Nellis  served  as  a  soldier  under  Capt. 
Johan  Conrad  Weiser  in  the  1711  ex- 
pedition against  the  French  at  Mon- 
treal. His  home  then  on  the  Hudson 
was  at  Queensburg.  Has  descendants 
still  retain  farms  of  the  Stone  Arabia 
patent. 

Douw         Line 

Marj'  Magdalene  Douw,  wife  of  Pe- 
trus  Ehl  (P  2),  wa^  a  daughter  of 
Johannes  Douw  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Hendrick  Douw  and  Neeltje  Van 
Iveren.  Hendrick  Douw  was  a  son  of 
Jonas  Volckert  Douw  and  his  wife 
Mary  Quackenbos;  and  a  grrandson  of 
Volckert  Janse  Douw  and  his  wife 
Dorothe  Janse  Van  Breerstede,  the 
pioneer  emigrants  of  1638  from  Hol- 
land of  this  line.  He  was  a  son  of 
Jan  Douw  of  Friedrichstadt,  Province 
of  Friesland,  Holland.  The  Douws 
were  early  settlers  at  Beverwyck  '"AJ- 
bany),    N.  Y. 

Van  Slyck  Line 

Johanna  Van  Slyck,  wife  of  John 
Jacob  Ehl  (P  1),  was  a  daughter  of 
Pieter  Willemse  and  Johanna  Hanz- 
Barheit  Van  Slyck  of  Kinderhook,  N. 
Y.  and  a  granddaughter  of  Willem 
Pieterse  Van  Slyck,  a  son  of  Pieter 
Van  Slyck.  who  came  from  Holland 
to  New  York  about  1630  and  appar- 
ently w^as  a  brother  of  the  Indian 
trader  'Brer'  Cornelius  Van  Slyck, 
who  married  the  half  breed  daughter 
of  Hertel,  the   French   captive  of  the 
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Mohawks    and    a    Moha'wk    woman. 
Other     Intermarried     Lines 

Van  der  Werke,  Jordan,  Johnson, 
Miller,  Goertner,  Steeresh,  Comue, 
Van  Everen,  Higgins,  Helmer  Gardi- 
neer,  Rice,  Laney,  Wallrad,  Wagner, 
Bellinger,  Hawn,  Dillenbeck  Haga- 
dorn,  Geesler,  DePorrest  Vrooman, 
Van  Alstein,  Young,  Wemple,  Duesler, 
Chapman,  Quackenbush,  Failing,  Gow, 
Keller,  Empie,  Van  Buskirk,  Hina- 
man,  Bush,  Van  Plank,  Moore,  Wicks, 
Gage,  Escott,  Kelsey,  Van  Alter, 
Couraen,  Reiser,  Wilbur,  Baldwin, 
Clock,  Ziller,  Fox,  Hood,  Fraligh, 
Lipe,  Abeel,  Diefendorf,  Timmerman, 
Swift,  Cole,  Knowlton,  Bates,  Wil- 
liasns  Stewart,  Clarke,  Way,  Webster, 
Old,  Hoffman  Shults,  Shaul,  Niles, 
MSiSon,  Dygert.  Diehl,  Tice,  Schou- 
man,  Crouse,  Westerman,  et  al. 


CHAPTER  V 

DOMINIE  EHLE  LETTERS 

Translation      from      Latin 

Abstract  of  letter  from  John  Jacob 
Ehl,  dated  June  29,  1724,  from  S.  P. 
G.      Files. 

Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

To  Lord     Bishop  of     London. 

Advises  that  is  about  two  years 
since  he  went  over  from  Germany  to 
New  York  with  a  great  congregation 
of  Palatines,  since  which  time  he 
has  officiated  as  pastor  and  minister 
among  his  countrymen  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Mr.  Hager  (d.  Aug.  17, 
1720)  and  lived  first  near  Sowengen 
(Kingsbury)  as  his  predecessor  had 
done  who  built  a  home  there,  but 
the  pveople  being  spread  widely  up  and 
down  and  poor  and  unable  to  support 
a  minister  he  removed  to  Schoharie 
where  there  was  a  large  number  of 
Palatines  and  where  he  has  officiated 
since.  Giving  an  account  of  his  per- 
forming divine  services  which  is  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England,  but  that  he  constantlj'  ev- 
ery Lord's  day  read  the  Liturgj'  of 
the  Church  of  England  but  that  some- 
times in  baptizing  infants  and  in  the 
ministering  the  sacrament  he  has 
used  some  forms  which  are  used 
among  the  Germans  and  Dutch  but 
for  the  future  will  entirely     coriform 


himself  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  prays  the  Society  to 
allow  him  the  salarj-  formerly  allowed 
Mr.  Hager. 

Translation    from    Latin 

Oct.  5,  1725. 
Sir:  I  received  yours  dated  Jan.  20, 
1725  and  return  my  humble  thanks 
to  the  Bishop  of  London  for  com- 
municating my  letter  to  the  Society 
and  likewise  my  humble  thanks  to 
the  Society  for  taking  my  present 
necessities  into  their  serious  consid- 
eration as  to  allow  a  gratituity  to 
me  who  am  a  poor  minister  of  the 
Gospel  and  would  not  have  been 
troublesome  did  not  my  present  ne- 
cessities speak  in  my  behalf.  Sir, 
when  the  gift  comes  into  your  hands 
be  pleased  to  pay  it  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Baker,  merchant  in 
London.  His  Excellency,  the  Govern- 
or will  take  care  to  send  over  my  cer- 
tificates. I  have  nothing  further  at 
this  time  to  offer  but  my  prayers 
that  God  will  be  pleased  to  succeed 
with  his  blessing  all  your  pious  en- 
deavors to  the  promoting  of  His  glory 
in  the  dark  corners  of  the  earth, 
concluding  myself  as  in  duty  bound. 
Your  most  humble  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHANNES   JACOBUS  EHL. 


Abstract  Translation      from      Latin 
Rev'd.     Mr.   Ehl's   Letter  to   Bishop - 
of   London. 

Schoharie,  Jxme  15,  1730. 
Acquainting  that  he  had  officiated 
among  the  Palatines  at  Schoharie  and 
sometimes  visited  two  settlements  of 
Palatines  at  the  Makeassex  (Mo- 
hawk) and  a  place  called  'Vhall'  (Lit- 
tle Falls)  and  setting  forth  that  the 
people  are  very  poor  and  have  not 
been  able  to  contribute  quite  30 
pounds  a  year  of  that  countrj-  money 
towards  his  support;  that  he  has  a 
wife  and  three  children  and  has  been 
forced  by  mere  necessity  to  contract 
some  debts  and  most  humbly  pra>ing 
the  Lord  Bishop  to  lay  this  case  be- 
fore the  Society  for  their  considera- 
tion for  the  obtaining  for  hira  some 
annual   SEilarj'  or   other   assistance. 


Letter  John  Jact>b  Ehl 

Translation    from    Latin 

Canajoharie.  Dec.  21,  1749. 

To  the  most  Reverend  Lord  Beercroft 
Greeting:  I  erreatly  desire  Most  Rev- 
erend Sir  that  as  an  act  of  greatest 
courtesy  you  have  this  letter  read  be- 
fore the  Society. 

As  to  the  situation  of  my  family  it 
consists  of  a  wife   and  three     daugh- 
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ters,  but  with  an  only  son.  I  live 
apart  from  society,  leading  a  secluded 
life,  and  hitherto  I  have  converted 
many  among  that  people  among 
•w^hom  I  live,  baptizing  their  children 
and  uniting  them  in  marriage,  since 
they  are  without  a  regular  pastor, 
and  for  a  long  time  have  been  pre- 
vented from  sending  for  another  for 
the  administration  of  the  sacrament.. 
What  pertains  to  my  service  among 
the  Indians  is  indeed  ver\'  well  known 
that  as  long  as  I  have  lived  here  I 
have  had  much  business  with  our 
upper  camp  and  I  shall  mention  in 
particular  Canajoharie  Castle.  Be- 
cause I  live  here  among  the  Mohawks 
they  have  always  carried  on  business 
with  me.  As  I  visit  their  farmis  and 
baptize  both  their  children  and  the 
adults,  for  it  behooves  the  adults  with 
bended  knee  to  know  from  memory 
Eind  to  recite  the  Lord's  Prayer  and 
the  Articles  of  Faith  with  the  Ten 
Commandments,  and  going  among 
them  -with  an  interpreter  I  j.oin  them 
in  marriage. 

But  let  me  make  mention  of  the 
time  from  which  Reverend  Barclaj' 
bade  us  farewell.  Thus  it  behooves  me 
to  mention  this  because  appointed  by 
him.  After  his  departure  I  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  carefully  to  all 
religious  matters  among  the  Indians 
And  from  that  time  also  1  officiated 
on  this  side  of  the  ferrj'  Sunaxin  in 
the  Mohawk  camp  aoid  in  the  mean- 
time they  often  visited  me  with 
their  children  and  their  relatives  as 
much  as  they  could  when  there  was 
dangers  of  war,  and  even  we  were 
compelled  to  flee  hence,  and  to  seek 
refuge  among  our  neighbors. 

But  this  I  am  glad  to  relate  that 
from  the  Oneida  Camp  in  two  villages 
I  converted  them.  In  one  \'illage  I 
baptized  twenty  adults  and  children 
and  learning  that  they  were  not  far 
from  our  foundation  as  well  as  I  could 
by  signs  and  other  methods  of  com- 
munication, I  was  able  to  convert 
seventeen  Tuscaroras  and,  during 
those  three  years  in  which  the  Rev'd. 
Barclay  was  away  from  our  upper 
camp.  I  was  able  to  influence  a  great 
number,  and  I  think  thirty  one  signi- 
fied their  desire,  and  that  might 
have  been  worth  wTiile.  But  this  al- 
so must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the 
Upper  Camp,  I  also  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  with  fourteen  or  fifteen 
communicants,  either  Quaker  or  Quir- 
igies  and  eleven  in  the  Mohawk 
camp.  Concerning  the  other  servic- 
es I  shall  write  nothing.  Granted 
that  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  mj'  ser- 
vices have  been  in  proportion  to  my 
slender  powers,  if  rightly  and  worth- 
ily  they  are  reflected  upon  I  do  not 
doubt  that  with  Divine  help  your 
hearts  will  be   moved   to   approbation. 


As  to  the  assistance  of  my  little 
friend  Salarius.  helping  in  my  house- 
hold, if  it  pleases  them  for  the  fourth 
time  fco  help  him  with  some  gift  they 
will  be  treating  him  as  a  friend.  In 
the  meantime  mj-  most  honored  pa- 
trons, I  have  no  greater  desire  than 
to  leave  you  under  Divine  protection 
by  praying  to  God  continually  in 
your  behalf  that  in  His  abode  and  by 
His  poM'er  he  may  furnish  you  more 
ajid  more  with  the  worthiest  gifts, 
and  when  finally  these  duties  shall 
have  been  religiously  discharged  by 
each  one  of  you,  that  it  may  seem 
good  to  Him  to  receive  aU  in  His 
ovra  good  into  His  Heavenly  joy.  This 
from  his  soul  hopes  and  tJie  most 
devoted  and  humble  servant  of  you 
all. 

JOHN  JACOB  OEL. 


Abstract   Translation   from      Latin 
April  17,   1751. 

Acquainting  with  his  receiving  the 
secretary's  letter  by  the  hands  of  the 
R.ev'd.  Mr.  Barclay  and  returning  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Society  for 
their  benevolence  to  him  aiid  em- 
ploying him  in  their  serv'ice  among 
the  Indians  and  he  promises  faithful- 
ly to  discharge  his  duties  as  long  as 
he  shall   continue  among  them." 

Dec.   20th,   1754. 

It  was  between  three  and  four  years 
since  the  Society  was  pleased  to  ap- 
point him  to  that  service  of  which  he 
shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  sense,  and 
he  had  taken  great  pains  among 
those  Indians  and  in  this  and  the 
preceding  year  he  had  baptized  39  of 
them  and  thrice  administered  the 
Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
among  them,  that  he  had  formed  also 
an  assembly,  about  eleven  miles  from 
here,  where  are  at  present  only  six 
communicants,  but  he  hoped  through 
God's  Grace  soon  to  have  more  and 
be  prosperous  also  to  officiate  to  the 
Swedes  at  the  Mohawk  R.iver  if  the 
Society  approve  it  and  as  to  his  labors 
and  diligence  in  general  he  humbly 
refers  himself  to  the  account  that  Mr. 
Ogilvie  shall  give  of  them,  and  praj'S 
for  God's  blessing  on  all  the  pious 
designs  of  the  Societj-. 


Feb.  8,  1758. 
He  lives  in  continual  fear  of  the 
cruelty  of  the  Indians  which  pre- 
vents him  doing  as  much  good  as  he 
could  wish.  He  was  along  with  Mr. 
Olgilvie  when  he  catechized  the  Indian 
children  in  the  church  of  the  Mo- 
ha'wks  and  administered  the  holy  sac- 
rament in  the  Indian  tongue.  He  re- 
fers to  Mr.  Ogilvie  for  an  account  of 
his   services   this   year. 
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Translation     from  Latin 

Albany,  Nov.   1,   1761. 
To  the  Reverend  Society  in  England. 

My  office  and  the  love  in  nay  heart 
impelling  me  for  much  and  so  many 
favors,  deanands  and  requires  of  me 
that  once  more  I  should  send  a  let- 
ter to  the  miost  celebrated  Society  in 
which  it  befits  me  that  I  give  an 
account  of  my  stewardship. 

So  far  as  concerns  myself  person- 
ally my  family  consists  of  my  wife, 
three  daughters  and  an  only  son  who 
are  doing  fairly  well. 

I  hope  for  my  Reverend  Lord's 
and  patrons  better  things. 

But  as  to  my  ecclesiastical  offices, 
I  am  at  this  time  a  man  of  seventy 
or  seventy-twio  years  but  I  have  not 
ceased  to  perform  the  duties  of  my 
office,  imposed  upon  me  by  you  and 
to  be  of  use  to  the  Lord,  though  I 
may  have  been  guilty  of  .some  sins 
of  omission  on  account  of  the  state 
of  my  health  and  the  inclemency  of 
the  climate  which  is  not  mild  enough 
for  nae. 

So  I  nave  constantly  urged  and  ex- 
horted to  Christian  things  with  all 
my  strengrth,  firm  for  all  things  pre- 
scribed and  in  all  things  placing  per- 
petually as  my  standard  the  rules  of 
the  Divine  word. 

I  have  talked  with  my  people  thru 
a  good  interpreter,  who  also  knows 
how  to  read  In  their  language  from 
their  book  of  public  evemts,  both  be- 
fore and  after  Divine  service  and  for 
one  interpretation  he  receives  a  dol- 
lar reward  from  our  overseer  Lord 
Johnson,  which  is  paiid  promptly 
when  he  has  my  endorsement,  as  he 
promised  us,  on  account  of  his  sym- 
pathy with  us. 

Also  we  have  established  in  the  Up- 
per Camp  a  school  in  which  the  smsdl 
and  the  great  are  inistructed,  if  they 
desire,  by  a  certain  man  skilled  in 
their  language  who  takes  much  en- 
joyment in  the  information  he  obtains 
and  knows  well  how  to  write  and 
read  their  lanuage.  But  also,  this 
is  ver>'  difficult  and  although  the 
work  is  necessatrj'  it  miost  be  neglect- 
ed with  the  progress  of  time,  because 
if  he  does  not  receive  pay  from  us, 
he  will  with  difficulty  obtain  suste- 
nance for  his  wife  and  children.  But 
I  leave  to  the  most  reverend  Socie- 
ty for  their  mature  deliberation  as  to 
the  amount  to  be  designated  for  our 
school.  I  would  like  them  to  make 
provision  for  me  more  liberally  at 
my  merchant  representative. 

I  also  -wrote  regarding  this  matter 
to  Dominie  Ogilvie  in  Montreal  two 
years  ago  and  regarding  myself  and 
my  services  but  I  do  not  know  wheth- 
er my  letter  reached  him  for  X  have 
received   no    response. 


I  here  conclude.  I  would  write 
many  other  things  which  I  have  in 
mind  but  this  must  be  omitted  now. 
and  I  will  make  an  end,  so  £le  not  to 
annoy  you  with  my  prolixity  and  will 
reserve  these  matters  for  another 
more  convenient  time. 

So  I  recommend  all  my  most  Hon- 
orable LordF  and  patrons  to  the  Di- 
vine patronage  and  also  recommend 
myself  to  their  patronage. 

The  most  humble  and  obedient  of 
all  your     servants. 

JOHN   JACOB  OEL. 


Translation   from      Latin 
Albany,  July  1,   1762.      , 
To   the  Venerable   Society. 

So  far  as  I  may  be  troublesome 
again  with  this  my  letter,  do  not  be- 
lieve this  to  be  important  to  any 
other  thing  than  because  I  have  not 
been  able  thus  far  to  accomplish  my 
very  important  purpose,  both  on  ac- 
count of  threfitened  ruin  of  my  home 
and  church  by  the  damage  of  war. 
the  burdensome  sickness  among  us, 
and  especially  the  sickness  among 
the  Indians  and  the  losses  by  death 
both  now  and  hitherto  inclading  even 
my  cat. 

Indeed  my  congregation,  which  for- 
merly at  one  time  consisted  of  thirty 
now  on  account  of  the  above  contains 
only  as  few  as  12  or  13  and  so  will 
be  reduce-d. 

But  I  am  supported  by  the  strong 
hope  that  it  may  be  possible  by  the 
establishment  of  a  school  in  which 
the  younger  ones  may  be  instructed 
as  they  advance  in  years  and  because 
an  Indian  youth  so  educated  and  in- 
spired by  Divine  Providence  is  in 
everj-  camp  who  knows  how  elegantly 
to  write  and  read  the  Indian  language 
and  who  is  filled  with  great  ardor  to 
propogate  the  doctrine  so  much  so. 
indeed,  that  he  not  long  since,  said 
to  me  that  he  himself  would  be  equal 
to   thirty   scholars. 

But,  alas!  (using  a  common  pro- 
verb) if  you  have  not  gold  you  are 
poor  and  not  rich  and.  as  my  most 
honorable  Lords  and  patrons  know, 
none  can  serve  two  masters,  and  I 
must  neglect  either  my  school  or  my 
other  labors,  such  the  work!  such  the 
labor! 

If  therefore  it  would  please  the 
Honorable  Society  to  send  us  some  as- 
sistance or  place  my  salarj-  for  one  or 
two  years  at  our  merchants  m  Lon- 
don, "from  whom  I  receive  my  money, 
so  that  it  might  faithfully  be  used  It 
would  be  possible  to  obtam  cate- 
chisms for  the  school  to  be  used  xor 
instruction  and  to  be  committed  to 
memory,  so  that  the  members  would 
go  forth  well  informed  in  the  church 
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This  and  many  other  things  great 
and  smaJi,  I  would  ■wish  from  the  Ven- 
erable Society,  that  my  most  honor- 
able Lords  and  patrons  may  think 
thereon  and  that  they  may  deem  it 
worthy  of  the  Church  to  assist  my 
poor  little  cong-regation  with  so  much 
as  may  please  them. 

Strong  in  which  hope  I  live  and 
have  recommended  my  most  honor- 
able patrons  and  Lord£  to  the  Divine 
protection  as  most  faithfullj-  I  pray 
and,  further,  in  their  fraternal  love 
and  favor,  I  will  preserve  my  spirit 
steadfast   to   the   end   of   life. 

In  all  things  commanded, 

Your   most   obedient   servant, 

JOHN   JACOB   OEL. 


Translated   from      Latin 

Canajoharie,   May   15,   1770. 

In  Jesus'  Name  Anaen. 

To  the  Most  E.everend  and  Honor- 
able Society  in  Conference. 

I  am  writing  to  you,  because  by 
your  grace,  I  have  been  laboring  here 
in  this  distant  land  for  the  last  two 
years,  and  I  have  wished  to  exper- 
ience here  both  your  former  interest 
and  also  to  bring  before  you  freelj' 
the  matter  of  my  contribution  and 
annual  gift  and  I  hope  by  no  means 
to  be  rejected. 

But  gTeatl3'-  I  deplore  the  serious 
condition  of  m.atters  with  my  In- 
dians in  the  Upper  Camp  and  that  I 
cannot  recommend  them  more  favor- 
ably. All  things  seem  lost  with  them 
both  al]  good  love,  since  I  have  not 
been  able  to  excite  any  m'otion  or  ar- 
dor among  them  for  public  instruc- 
tion and  also  the  use  of  the  sacra- 
ments. 

This  may  oe  paruy  considered 
merely  conjecture  but  1  have  former- 
ly sfeveral  times  sent  an  interpreter  to 
them  in  their  camp,  who  is  intelligent 
enough  so  that  he  could  interpret  my 
mind  and  theirs  concerning  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  Supper  among 
them,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  get 
any  response  and  they  remained 
mute  as  fishe.<?  as  to  sending  someone 
among  them  to  inform  them  when  it 
would  be  convenient  to  celebrate  the 
Supper,  but  so  it  was.  They  are  in- 
deed stupid  and  rude  folk  who 
know  nothing  of  sacred  things,  from 
whom  we  have  been  unable  to  extort 
any  response  concerning  the  Articles 
of  Faith  and  the  Ten  Commandments, 
although  these  most  stupid  Indians 
could  and  indeed  they  sent  boys  to 
New  England  to  learn  the  English 
language.  But  I  have  been  unable 
to  get  an3-thmg  out  of  them,  v.'ith  the 


exception  of  two  or  three  old  Indians 
who  remain  of  those  who  formerly 
were  there  and  who  cherish  ardor  for 
public  instruction.  The  other  faith- 
fuJ  ones  were  killed  off  by  disease  or 
war,  or  some  way  I  do  not  know, 
by  what  misfortune.  I  have  offered 
through  interpreters  that  I  wotild 
baptize  their  infants  and  join  them 
in  "marriage  at  my  home  whenever  it 
would  suit  their  convenience,  but 
without    response. 

I  also  heard  with  mj'  own  ears  and 
they  themselves  have  boasted  of  it, 
that  you  would  send  another  minister 
from  your  England  for  the  temple  or 
sacred'  edifice  that  Sir  William  John- 
son has  proposed  building  at  his  own 
expense,  however  that  may  be,  and 
in  a  short  space  of  tLme,  and  that  he 
would  be  acceptable  with  the  Indians 
and  that  he  would  be  tractable  as 
Dominy  Barj'  and  Oglive  were,  with 
whom  I  have  lived  on  the  best  and 
most  most  fraternal  terms,  and  that 
he  would  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper 
with  them. 

For  my  part,  whatever  in  me  is,  I 
hope  in  no  things   to  be  lacking. 

Even  though  this  report  is  a  fiction 
I  received  it  from  the  depths  of  my 
heart  with  a  sound  and  happy  w^el- 
come  for  the  great  happiness  of  this 
region. 

Meanwhile  I  cannot  omit  to  say 
that  during  this  time  I  have  also 
been  infirm  and  weak  and  have  been 
much  afflicted  with  a  heax-y*  cough 
and  with  colds,  and  have  scarcely 
been  able  to  get  about  on  my  feet. 

This  brings  up  the  matter,  that,  be- 
cause no  calamity  comes  altogether 
singly  in  the  home,  I  have  fallen  into 
a  great  misfortune  in  my  family  life, 
unless  it  should  be  prohibited  by  Di- 
vine Providence,  because  of  the  hus- 
band of  my  daughter,  who  served  as 
a  sergeant  in  the  former  war  and  in 
the  militia  fell  into  prodigal  life  and 
drinking,  and  hence  into  other  things 
so  that  he  was  with  difficulty  able  to 
evade  the  hands  of  the  public  officer, 
commonly  called  the  sheriff,  if  he 
were   left  at  liberty. 

So  I  Avas  forced  to  provide  security 
and  bond  for  him  that  he  m.ight  be 
free  and  furnished  security  of  24 
Spanish  dollars,  moved  by  sympathy 
for  my  daughter,  and  so  obtained  his 
freedom;  and  now  for  a  while  it  is 
settled.  He  was  bom  of  Germaji  par- 
ents and  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
English  langruage. 

I  also  have  taken  hold  here  of  an 
English  congregation  and  celebrated 
the  Lord's  Supper  when  twelve  or 
more  are  gathered  together,  whenever 
they  all  could  get  together  from  the 
distant  places. 

But  it  befits  me  to  hasten  the  end 
of    my   letter    and    that   I   should   not 
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bother  you  more,  and  including  noth- 
ing is  more  in  my  prayers  than  your 
iiiosi  reverend  and  honorable  Societv 
and  I  pray  that  it  may  please  benigxi 
Heaven,  that  you  may  long  live  in 
prosperity  and  peace  and  accumulate 
celestial  goods  and  honors,  and  that 
those  who  have  lived  prominently 
here,  there  above  may  be  prominent 
and  shine  as  stars  and  glow  as  the 
sun,  and  that  I,  the  least  of  the  ser- 
vants may  be  deemed  worthy  to  live 
in  their  society. 

This  is  the  wish  and  prayer     from 
the  depths  of  his  soul  of  the  most  de- 
voted and  humble  servant  of  you  all. 
JOHN  JACOB   OEL. 


Contributed    Additional    Ehle    Items 

Notes  of  C.  G.  Ehle  of  Portland, 
Oregon,   Canajoharie  Line   (C). 

Descendants  of  John  A.  (C  3)  born 
Dec.  17,  1794,  married  Feb.  24,  1817 
Catherine  Van  Alstein  of  Canajo- 
harie. Their  children  were  George 
L.  born  June  19,  1818,  died  June  1, 
18'26. 

Henrj'  G.  born  June  1,  1820. 
Adelia   born    Sept.  2,    1822. 
Helen  born  Dec.  6,  1824. 
Harriet  born  March  24,  1827. 
Mariette  born  July  3,  1829. 

Elisha  (C  4)  born  April  6,  1825, 
died  Sept.  15,  1901,  married  Sally 
Eyesman  Jan.  17,  1854.  Their  child- 
ren were  Sarah,  Elmer,  Bertha  and 
Maria.. 

Maria  (C  4)  born  Feb.  20,  1828  died 
Nov.  6,  1905,  married  Sept.  2,  1852 
John  Walrath.  Their  children  were 
Fred,  Charles  and  Helen  who  mar- 
ried     Zimmerman. 

Elizabeth  (C  4)  born  June  28,  1820, 
died  Sept.  1,  1905,  married  Luke  Wal- 
rath. Their  children  were  Mary, 
Edward,  Helen  who  married  Hoyt, 
Luke,  Fidelia,   Daniel  and  Anna. 

Marcus  (C  4)  1S32-1909,  married 
June  5,  1865  Marj'  Goff.  Their  child- 
ren were  Chester  Goff,  Chauncey 
Eckford    and    Glenn    Stewart. 

Chauncey  Eckford  (C  5)  bom  Apr. 
20,  1866  at  Racine,  Wise,  graduated 
at  the  North  Western  Medical 
School  in  1894  and  is  now  chief  sur- 
geon at  the  Soldiers'  Home,  Quincy, 
HI. 


Mark  Jr.  (C  5)  bom  Oct.  15,  1870, 
a  graduate  of  the  Colorado  School  of 
Mines  married  Mabel  Hood  in  1898, 
and  is  professor  of  mining  at  the 
Arizona  School  of  Mines.  No  children. 

Glen  Stewart  (C  5)  born  Jan.  15. 
1880  married  first  Nellie  Ward  in  1898 
who  died  Jan.  5,  1929,  when  he  mar- 
ried Florence  Gardinier  Sept.  18,  1929. 
He  is  now  located  at  Oakland,  Calif, 
as  an  insurance  broker.  Their  child- 
ren are  Chester  Ward,  twin  girls  The- 
da  and  Dorothea. 

The  twin  girls  died  as  infants  .  at 
MarshalltowTi,  la. 

Chester  Ward  (C  6)  born  in  1899  is 
unmarried  and  lives  at  Oakland,  Calif. 

Theda  (C  6)  born  July  23,  1903, 
married  Charles  Church  in  1927. 
Their  children  are  Patricia  born  1928 
and   Charles   born   in   1929. 

Dorothea  (C  6)  bom  in  1919  is  un- 
married and  lives  with  her  parents 
at  Oakland,   Calif. 

Chester  Goff  (C  5)  born  Oct.  31, 
1885  at  Marshalltown,  la.  graduated 
at  the  Golden  Colo.  High  School  in 
1904  and  the  South  Dakota  School  of 
Mines  in  1911.  He  is  now  assistant- 
engineer  of  the  Portland,  Oregon 
Water  Bureau  where  he  resides  with 
his  wife  Ada  M.  Anderson,  married 
June  19,  1911.     No  children. 

Abraham  (C  4)  born  April  14,  1839, 
died  Dec.  9,  1908  married  Martha  Fox 
Oct.  24,  1S66  and  had  a  son  Harry 
who  died   at  Demoines,  la.  in  1898. 

Items    from    Newton    G.    Ehle,    Bath 
New   York 

Harmanus  Ehle  (C  3)  soldier  of 
the  1812  war  moved  from  Palatine 
Bridge,  N.  Y.  to  Sandy  Creek,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  Dec,  1875  aged  96 
years.  His  son  David  H.  (M  4.)  had 
three  sons  Richard  D.,  Newton  G., 
and  John  W.  and  two  daughters, 
one  of  whom  Sarah  Heifer  lives  at 
Minoa,  N.  Y. 

Ne-wi;on  G.  (C  5)  was  sacrificed  for 
his   country   in   the    1861-5   war. 

John  W.  (C  5)  left  New  York  state 
to  settle  in  Michigan  where  at  Flint 
a  son  survives  him. 

Richard  D.  (C  5),  soldier  .of  the 
Civil  War  had  a  son  Newton  G.  (C  6; 
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now  quartermaster  of  the  National 
Militar>-  Home,  Bath,  N.  Y.  His  son 
Newton  G.,  Jr.  is  a  1926  graduate  of 
the  Collegre  of  Civil  Engneeriing,  Cor- 
nell University. 

Ehle,  Minden  Line 
Haxlow  C.  Ehle  of  SjTacuse  writes 
that  his  grandfather  was  Archibald 
Ehle  and  his  father,  Daniel  Warren 
Ehle  bom  at  Perrj'ville  in  1842,  mar- 
ried Helen  Louise  Soper  in  1861.  Their 
children  were  George  Warren,  born 
18&2.  died  1918;  Harlow  C.  born  1865; 
William  S.  bom  1867;  M&ry  Jane 
born  1875;  Ellen  Louise  born  1882, 
and  Blanche  Hannah  bom  1885. 
These  descendants  appear  to  be  of 
the  Minden  line  through  one  of  the 
sons  of  Peter   (M  2). 

It  is  hoped  that  additional  Ehle 
items  may  yet  come  in  to  be  included 
in  the  Ehle  book  that  will  be  publish- 
.ed  with  the  serial  articles,  maps  and 
photostats  of  important  historical  pa- 
pers. Send  in  your  faanily  items  to 
aid  your  descendants  and  future 
generations  to  know  their  ancestry 
before   it   is   too  late. 

There  is  no  better  heritage  than  a 
good  najne  that  a  father  can  bequeath 
to  his  children;  nor  is  there  in  a 
family  any  richer  heirloom  than  the 
memorv'  of  a  noble   ancestor. 


PENSION    PAPERS 

Copy  of  Pension   Papers  of  Peter  Ehle. 

Corporal   Captain   Adam    Lipe's  Co. 

Militia  of  Revolution  War 

Application  for  Pension,  Cathern   Ehle 
State  of  New  York 
Madison  County 

On  this  16th  day  of  February,  1838 
appeared  before  the  subscriber  a 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Plesis 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid 
Catherine  Ehle  a  resident  of  the  town 
of  Sullivan  in  the  county  of  Madison 
aforesaid  aged  eighty  four  years  who 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law 
doth  on  her  oath  make  the  following 
dfeclaration    in    order   to    obtain        the 


benefit  of  the  provisions  made  by  the 
act  of  congress  passed  the  4th  day 
of  July  1836  and  the  act  explanatory 
of  said  act  passed  March  3rd  1837, 
that  she  was  married  to  Peter  Ehle  of 
Canajoharie  in  the  county  of  Tryon 
and  State  of  New  York  and  now 
County  of  Montgomery  on  the  14th 
day  of  April  1772.  That  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution 
War  Peter  Ehle,  her  husband  was 
called  into  the  service  of  the  county 
as  a  private  soldier  in  a  company  of 
militia  commanded  by  Capt.  Adam 
Lipe  of  Fort  Plain  in  said  county,  that 
the  said  county  of  Tryon  was  at  that 
time  a  border  county  and  that  during 
the  said  war  of  the  Revolution  were 
continually  harrassed  by  the  British 
and  Indians  and  the  county  had  al- 
most continually  to  be  gTiarded  against 
their  depredations;  that  her  said  hus- 
band was  frequently  engaged  in  the 
services  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
such  as  assisting  in  griarding  of  the 
forts  and  fighting  the  common  ene- 
my from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  same,  that  she  submitted 
that  he  was  engaged  in  Oriskany  Bat- 
tle and  also  in  the  Ttirlach  (Sharon) 
Battle;  that  owing  to  the  lapse  of 
time,  her  advanced  age,  and  her  in- 
firmities that  she  cannot  recall  the 
length  of  time  that  her  said  husband 
was  in  actual  service  whether  it 
would  amount  to  one  year  or  two 
years  or  more  or  not  so  much;  that 
her  said  husband  did  not  apply  hav- 
ing a  comfortable  subsistence  without. 
She  cannot  recollect  the  names  of 
the  officers  except  the  aforesaid 
Capt.  Lipe  under  whom  he  served; 
that  at  some  time  when  he  w^ent  into 
the  service  he  was  drafted  and  at 
other  times  went  as  a  volunteer;  that 
she  had  no  documentarj'  evidence  of 
his  services  in  support  of  her  except 
the  affidavits  or  depositions  herewith 
furnished.  She  further  declares  that 
she  was  married  to  said  Peter  Ehle 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seventy  two.  That 
her  husband  the  aforesaid  Peter  Ehle 
died  on  the  25th  day  of  January',  1829 
and  she  has  remained  a  widow  ever 
since  that  period       as  will  more  fully 
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appear  hereto  annexed,  that  about  34 
or  35  years  ago  she  removed  with  her 
said  husband  to  Madison  county  afore- 
said where  my  said  husband  died. 

Sworn  to  ajid  subscribed  on  the 
day  and  year  just  above  written  be- 
fore me. 

her 
Catherin  x  Ehlel. 
mark 
Barak  Beckwith  a  Judgre  of  Madi- 
son Oounty  Court. 


they  were  married  at  the  time  stated 
in  her  said  declaration  and  this  de- 
ponent further  saith  that  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  aforesaid  died  on  the  25th 
day  of  January  1829. 

John  C.  Young. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this  16th  day  of  Februarj-  3839. 
Barak  Beckwith, 
Judge. 
Certifications  of  Barak       Beckwith, 
Judge  and  A.  Donaldson,  Jr.,     County 
Clerk   follow. 


Affidavit  of  John  C.  Young 

John   C.   Young       a  resident  of  the 
town    of   Sullivan    in   the   county       of 
Madison  and   state   of  New  York  be- 
ing sworn  in  due  form  of  law  before 
me   Barak    Beckwith    a   judge  of   the 
county  court  in  and  for  the       county 
aforesaid   deposeth   and  saith   that  he 
this  deponent  is  seventy  five  years  of 
age;  that  he  was  bom  in  the  town  of 
Canaj'Oharie    in    the    Comity   of  Mont- 
gomery  and    State    of   New   York    (at 
that   time    county   of   Tryon)    that   he 
was  acquainted  with  Peter  Ehle,  hus- 
band of  the  aforesaid  Catherin  Ehle, 
that  the  deponents  wife  Maria  Eliza- 
beth Young  is  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  aforesaid      Peter  Ehle  and     Cath- 
erin Ehle  whose  declaration  in  order 
to  obtain  a  pension  is  hereto  annexed, 
that  this  said  wife  Maria  Elizabeth  is 
sixty  five  years   of  age,  that  she  was 
born   on   the   5th  day       of   February, 
1773,   that  the   deponent  was   married 
to    his   said    wife    Maria   Elizabeth    in 
the  town  of  Canajoharie  aforesaid  and 
has    no    doubt   that    the    statement    of 
the  aforesaid  Catherin       Ehle  is  true 
and  that  she  was  married  to  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  at  the  time  stated   in  the 
aforesaid  declaration  as  the  deponent 
has  now  in  his       possesson       the   old 
family  German   Bible       in  which   the 
marriage   stands  recorded     and   must 
from  the  antiquity  of  its   appearance 
have   been   recorded   many  years   ago, 
the  ages  of  the  several  children  of  the 
said  Peter  and  Catherin  Ehle  are  also 
recorded  in  said  Bible,  which  said  re- 
cord if  true  and  this  deponent  has    no 
doubt  that  they  are  show  clearly  that 


Affidavit  of  Nicholas   Dunckel 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery  County 

Nicholas  Dunckel   of  the  Town     of 
Canajoharie  in  said  county  beng  duly 
sworn  in  due  form  of  law    before  me 
H.  Cook  one  of  the  Justices  of  Peace 
of  said   county   aforesaid       and   state 
aforesaid.     Deposeth  and  says  that  he 
has    been   per&onally    acquainted   with 
Peter   Ehle   who   has   been   a   resident 
of  Tryon  County  during  the     Revolu- 
tionary.' War  and  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
continued  to  reside  in    said  county  of 
Tryon  some   twenty   years   after      the 
Revolutionaiy  war  when  the  said  Pet- 
er  Ehle   removed   to   the       County  of 
Madison    in   the    State   of   New   York, 
and   that   the   said   Peter       Ehle    died 
some  nine  years  ago  as  this  deponent 
is  informed  and  this  deponent  further 
says  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  was  to 
his    knowledge    on    duty    during      the 
Revolutionary   War   as    a   private   sol- 
dier under       the       command  of  Capt. 
Adam  Lipe  of  Port  Plain  who  had  the 
command   of  a   com{>any       of  militia, 
and  deponent  says  that  the  said  Peter 
was  frequently  engaged       in  the  ser- 
vices  of  the  PL.evolutionarj'  War   such 
as  assisting  in  guarding  the  forts  and 
fighting   the   enemy   from       the    com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary-  War 
until  the  close  thereof,  as  to  the  pre- 
cise time   of   his    the   said  Peter  Ehle 
served,   he  is  unable  to  saj'-  but  depo- 
nent  has    frequently    seen   said    Peter 
Ehle  engaged  in  the  duties  of  defend- 
ing  our  countrj'  and       deponent   says 
he  was  with  the  said  Peter  Ehle  when 
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the  said  Peter  Ehle  was  engaged  in 
fighting  the  enemy  at  Oriskany  bat- 
tle and  has  frequently  seen  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  on  duty,  such  as  being  out 
in  scouting  tours,  has  frequently  seen 
said  Peter  Ehle  march  from  place  to 
place  with  said  company  commanded 
by  Captain  Adam  Lipe,  when  said 
Company  was  engaged  in  defending 
our  countrj'  against  the  enemy.  De- 
ponent further  says  that  the  said  Pet- 
er Ehle  was  married  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary' war  to  Katherine  Nellis 
with  whom  the  deponent  was  person- 
ally acquainted  and  the  said  Peter 
Ehle  and  Katherine  his  wife  resided 
in  the  neighborhood  where  deponent 
resided  until  said  Peter  and  wife  re- 
moved to  Madison  county. 
Nicholas  Dunckel. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  February 
28   183S   before    me. 

H.  Cook  Justice  of  Peace. 


Affidavit   by  George   Dunckel 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery-  County 

George  Dunckel  a  resident  of  the 
State  and  County  aforesaid  and  town 
of  Canajoharie  being  sworn  in  due 
form  of  law  before  me  H.  Cook  Jus- 
tice of  Peace  of  the  County  aforesaid 
Deposeth  and  says  that  he  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  Peter  Ehle 
who  resided  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood with  this  deponent  until  some 
time  after  the  Revolutionary  War 
,when  the  said  Peter  Ehle  removed  to 
the  county  of  Madison  and  deponent 
says  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  died 
some  nine  years  ago  as  he  is  informed 
and  believes  .  Deponent  says  that  the 
said  Peter  Ehle  at  the  commencement 
of  the  P^evolutionary  War  resided  in 
the  County  of  Montgomerj',  then 
called  Tryon  and  deponent  says  that 
the  said  Peter  Ehle  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary' War  from  the  commence- 
ment Oi  said  war  until  the  close  there- 
of was  frequently  on  duty  in  a  com- 
pany of  militia  commanded  by  Capt. 
Adam  Lipe  in  gnarding  the  forts  and 
frontier  against  the  common  enemy 
of  our  country  frequentlj'  engaged  in 


scouting  tours  and  has  frequently 
seen  said  Peter  Ehle  march  in  said 
company  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 
trj-  to  another  to  guard  against  the 
common  enemy  of  our  country;  the 
precise  time  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
did  actual  service  the  deponent  can- 
not state  but  should  say  from  what 
the  deponent  has  seen  of  his  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  actual  service  in  defending 
against  the  common  enemy  would 
amount  at  least  to  two  years  actual 
services,  which  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
rendered  in  defense  of  our  country 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  De- 
ponent further  saith  that  as  com- 
monly understood  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  deponent  and  said  Peter 
Ehle  resided  he  the  said  Peter  was 
married  which  w^as  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  that  lived  with  a  woman  in  de- 
ponent's neighborhood  in  the  manner 
that  husband  and  wife  do  live  togeth- 
er and  they  said  Peter  Ehle  and  said 
woman  w^ho  lived  w^ith  him  had  sev- 
eral children  before  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

George  x  Dunckel. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  Feb.  9th,  1838 
before  me  H.  Cook  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery'. 


Affidavit  of  John  Yordon 

State  of  New  York 
County  of  Montgomery 

John  Yordon  being  duly  sworn  in 
due  form  before  me  H.  Cook  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  said  county  de- 
poseth and  saith  that  the  statement 
made  by  George  Dunckel  in  the  writ- 
ten affidavit  is  correct  and  agrees 
with  what  the  deponent  recollects  of 
the  services  rendered  by  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  every  particular  and  has  seen 
the  said  Peter  Ehle  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Johnstown  and  has  seen  the 
said  Peter  Ehle  on  march  with  the 
company  commanded   by   Captain  Ad- 


JOSEPH     BRANT 


Courtesy   Canajoharie   Centennial   Committee. 


Famous  Mohawk  Chieftain  whose  career  was  shaped  under  the  tute- 
lage of  Dominie  Ehle  and  whose  marriage  was  mentioned  by  Dominie 
Ehle  in  one  of  his  letters  to  London.  Joseph  Brant  was  an  educated 
Indian  and  joined  the  British  crown  against  the  Colonials  during  the 
Revolution  He  was  the  last  great  chieftain  of  the  Six  Nations.  He 
died  November  24,  1807  aged  64  years,  8  months.  Brantford,  Ontario 
bears  his  name  wher^.aJ^rge  statue  in  his  memory  has  been  erected 
by  his   admirers. 
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THE    HARMANUS    VAN    SLYKE    PATENT 


Map  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  at  Caji- 
ajoharie,  granted  to  Harmanus  Van  Slyke  by  letters  patent,  dated  1st 
September,  1716,  from  map  now  in  possession  of  Boyd  Ehle.  Printed 
here  for  the  first  time. 
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am  Lipe  when  on  the  march  to  Tur- 
lach  (Sharon)     battle. 

John  X  Yordon. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  Feb.  9  1838 
before  me  H.  Cook  Justice  of  Peace. 

Affidavits  of  H.  Oooic  Justice  of 
Peace  and  A.  J.  Comrie  County  Clerk 
follow: 


Leaf   from   Ehle 
from  German: 


Bible    translated 


In  the  year  1772  April  4  Peter  Ehle 
was   married  with  Cadrina  Nellis. 

February  5  1773  my  daughter  Mare- 
ton  was  bom. 

Sept.  2oth  1774  my  son  Johannes 
was  born. 

May  3  1777  was  my  daughter  Anna 
born. 

June  25  was  my  aon  Johan  Pieter 
born. 

April  8th  1781  was  my  daughter  Ca- 
drina born. 

April  9  1785  was  my  daughter  Lisa- 
bed  born. 

April  13  1787  was  my  John  Hen- 
drick  bom. 

Januarj-^  20th  1787  was  my  son  Jo- 
han George  born. 

In  the  year  1746  Dec.  23rd  was  I. 
Peter   J.   Ehle  born. 

In  the  year  1799  January  18  is  my 
grands'on      Piter  born. 

Granted 
Catherine  Ehle 

Widow  of  Peter  Ehle  Dt.oeased  who 
aied  25  January  1829  of  Madison 
County  State  of  New  York  who  was 
a  Corporal  in  the  Company  Command- 
ed by  Capt.  Adam  Lipe.  Inscribed  on 
the  roll  of  Albanj*  at  the  rate  of  22 
dollars  to  commence  on  the  4th  day 
March  1837. 

Revolutionarv  Claim  Act  Jun  4  1836 


Copy    of    Pension      Papers    of    William 
Ehle,    Soldier   of   the    Revolution 

Application 

County  of  Madison 

On   the   '28th   day    of   April,   1818  be- 
fore   me     the     subscriber  one  of   the 


judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleaa 
in  and  for  the  county  and  state  afore^ 
said  personally  appeared  William  Ehle 
aged  70  years  resident  in  the  Town  of 
Sullivan  in  the  county  and  state  afore- 
said, who  being  by  me  first  duly 
sworn  according  to  law  doth  on  his 
oath  make  the  following  declaration 
in  order  to  obtain  the  pension  of  the 
late  act  of  Congress  entitled  an  act 
to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged 
in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  that  he  the  said  William  Ehle 
enlisted  a  short  time  before  the  bafatle 
of  Oriskany  in  Canajoharie  in  the 
State  of  New  York  in  the  Company 
commanded  by  Capt.  Garret  Lansing 
of  the  New  York  line  in  Col.  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment  and  that  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  a  private  in  said 
corps  or  in  the  ser\'lce  of  the  United 
States  eighteen  months  when  he  was 
discharged  in  Johnstown  In  the  state 
of  New  York.  The  particulars  of  his 
discharge  he  does  not  remember;  that 
he  was  in  the  battle  of  Oriskany  and 
in  the  battle  of  Johnstown;  and  that 
he  is  in  reduced  circumstances  and 
stands  in  need  of  the  assistance  of 
his  country  for  support;  and  that  he 
has  no  other  evidence  now  in  his 
possession   of  his   said   services. 

his 
William  X  Ehle 
Mark 

Sworn  to  and       declared  before  me 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 
John  Stocking  Judge 

Certification  by  Judge  Stocking  J. 
M.  M.  Hurabik  follows. 

Affidavit  of  Albert  Van  DerWorkin 
State  of  New  York 
Onondaga   County 

Albert  Van  Der  Werkin  of  the 
town  of  Salina  in  said  county  being 
duly  sworn  saith  that  he  is  personally 
knowing  to  the  fact  that  William 
Ehle  did  enlist  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary in  the  year  1776  in  Capt.  Mc- 
Keans  company  in  Coi.  Wynkoop'e 
Regiment  in  the  New  York  line,  and 
did  serve  in  the  same  until  the  first 
of  January-  in  the  year  1777  when  he 
was  discharged  at  Johnstown  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  that  this  deponent 
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was  a  Lieutenant  in  said  company  &I1 
that  time  and  well  recollects  the  facts 
aforesaid. 

Albert  Van  DerWerkin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this  8th  day  Januarj'  18i9  before  me. 
Joshua  Forman,  Judge 

Affidavit  of  Israel  Wilson 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery  County 

Israel  Wilson  of  Canajoharie  in 
said  county  being;  duly  sworn  saith 
that  he  is  j>er3onally  knowing  to  the 
fact  that  William  Ehle  was  serving 
in  Capt.  McKeans  compajiy  in  Colonel 
Wynkoops  regiment  some  time  in  the 
month  of  May  1776  as  a  private,  and 
that  he  the  deponent  served  with  him 
in  said  regiment  and  he  the  deponent 
was  dismissed  from  said  regiment 
some  time  in  the  mionth  of  January, 
1777  and  left  him  the  said  William 
.  Ehle  still  serving  when  he  the  de- 
ponent left  the  regiment  All  of  the 
time  above  stated  the  said  William 
Ehle  served  in  said  regiment  and 
further  the  deponent  saith  not, 
Israel  Wilson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
the  7th  day  of  July,  1819. 

Setk.  Wetmore 

One  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  and  for  said  county. 

Certification  by  Seth  Wetmore 
Judge   follows: 

Affidavit    of    William    Ehle 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery  County 

William  Ehle  being  duly  sworn 
saith  that  in  addition  to  the  services 
which  he  the  deponent  performed  in 
the  Revolutionary  w^ar  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  as 
stated  in  the  affidavit  of  this  depo- 
nent hereto  annexed,  he  this  deponent 
did  enlist  in  the  month  of  February 
1776  into  Captain  McKeans  company 
in  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment  in 
the  New  York  line  and  served  in  the 
same  against  the  common  enemy  un- 
til about  the  first  of  January  1777  as 
stated  in  the  affidavit  of  Albert  VaJi 


Der  Werke,  also  hereto  annexed,  and 
that  the  said  Albert  Van  Der  Werke 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  said  company 
and  this  deponent  further  saith  that 
he  was  discharged  from  the  service 
in  said  Capt.  McKean's  company  a.t 
Johnstown  in  the  State  of  New  York 
and  that  he  received  a  discharge  from 
said  service  in  writing,  which  he  has 
since  lost  and  this  deponent  further 
saith  that  be  is  still  in  poor  and 
reduced  circumtances  in  life  and 
needs  the  assistance  of  his  coxintry 
for  support. 

his 
William  x  Ehle. 
mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  the  9th  daj' 
of  August  1819  before  me  Peter  C. 
Fox  one  of  tt.e  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Montgomery 
County. 

Affidavits  of  John  W.  Ehle  and 
Peter  W.  Ehle  to  the  indigent  circuni- 
stances  of  William  Ehle  follow:  Also 
similar  affidavit  by  William  Ehle, 
June  16th,  1820  as  to  his  property  and 
family. 

Pension  Awarded 

William  Ehle  of  Madison  in  the 
State  of  New  York  who  was  a  private 
in  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Wyncoop  of  the  New  York  line 
for  the  term  of  11  months.  Inscribed 
on  the  roll  of  New  York  at  the  rate 
of  S  dollars  per  month  to  commence 
on  the  2Sth  April  1818. 

Copy   of      Pension       Papers   of      Peter 
Elile,   Corporal        Captain        Adam 
Lipe's    Co.    Militia    of     Revolu- 
tion    War 

Application        for     Pension      Catherin 
Ehle 

State  of  New  York 
Madison  County 

On  the  16th  day  of  February  1838 
apppeared  before  the  subscriber  a 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid  Cath- 
erine Ehle  a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Sullivan  in  the  county  of  M-adison 
aforesaid  aged  eighty  four  years  who 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law 
doth  on  her  oath  make  the  following 
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declaration  in  order  to  obtain  the  ben- 
efit of  the  provisions  made  by  the  act 
of  congress  passed  the  4th  day  of 
July  1856  ajnd  the  act  explanatory  of 
said  act  passed  March  3rd,  1837,  that 
she  was  married  to  Peter  Ehle  of 
Canajoharie  in  the  county  of  Tryon 
and  State  of  New  Yoric  and  now 
county  of  Montgomery  on  the  14th 
day  of  April  1772.  That  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution  war 
Peter  Ehle,  her  husbsmd  was  called 
into  the  service  of  the  country  as  a 
private  soldier  in  a  company  of  mili- 
tia comnnanded  by  Capt.  Adam  Lipe 
of  Fort  Plain  in  said  county,  that  the 
said  Coftinty  of  Tryon  was  at  that 
time  a  border  county  and  that  during 
the  said  war  of  the  P^evolution  were 
continually  harrassed  by  the  British 
and  Indians  and  the  county  had  al- 
most continually  to  be  guarded 
against  their  depredations;  that  her 
said  husband  was  frequently  engaged 
in  the  services  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  such  as  assisting  in  guarding  of 
the  forts  and  fighting  the  common 
enemy  from  the  commencement  to 
the  close  of  the  same,  that  she  sub- 
mitted that  he  was  engaged  in  Oris- 
kany  Battle  and  also  in  the  Turlach 
(Sharon)  Battle,  that  owing  to  the 
lapse  of  time,  her  advanced  age,  and 
her  infirmities  that  she  cannot  recol- 
lect the  length  of  time  that  her  said 
husband  was  in  actual  service  wheth- 
er it  would  amount  to  one  year  or 
two  yaars  or  more  or  not  so  much; 
that  her  said  husband  did  not  apply 
having  a  comfortable  subsistence 
without.  She  cannot  recollect  the 
names  of  the  officers  except  the 
aforesaid  Capt.  Lipe  under  whom  he 
served;  that  at  some  time  when  he 
went  into  the  service  he  was  drafted 
and  at  other  times  went  as  a  volun- 
teer; that  she  had  no  documentary 
evidence  of  his  services  in  support 
of  her  except  the  affidavits  or  depo- 
sitions herewith  forwarded.  She  fur- 
ther declares  that  she  was  married 
to  the  said  Peter  Ehle  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  April  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy  two.  That  her  husband 
the  aforesaid  Peter  Ehle  died  on  the 
25th   day   of     Januarj'   1829   and     she 


has  remained  a  widow  ever  since  that 
period  as  will  more  fully  appear  here 
toannexed,  that  about  34  or  35  years 
ago  she  removed  with  her  said  hus- 
band t^  Madison  county  aforesaid 
where  my  said   husband  died. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  on  the  day 
and  year  just  above  written  before 
me, 

her 
Catherln  x  Ehle 
mark 

Barak  Beckwith  a  Judge  of  Madi- 
son   County  Court.  • 

Affidavit    of   John    C.   Young 

John  C.  Young  a  resident  of  the 
town  of  Sullivan  in  the  countj'  of 
Madison  and  State  of  New  York  being 
sworn  in  due  form  of  law  before  me 
Barak  Beckwith  a  judge  of  the  coun- 
ty court  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said deposeth  and  saith  that  he  this 
deponent  is  seventy  five  years  of  age, 
that  he  was  born  in  the  to^^Ti  of  Can- 
ajoharie  in  the  county  of  Montgom- 
ery and  state  of  New  Y.ork  (at  that 
time  county  of  Tr>'on),  that  he  was 
acquainted  ■with  Peter  Ehle,  husband 
of  the  aforesaid  Catherin  Ehle,  that 
the  deponent's  wife  aforesaid  (father- 
in  Ehle,  that  the  deponent's  wife 
Maria  Elizabeth  Young  is  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  aforesaid  Peter  Ehle 
and  Catherin  Ehle  whose  declaration 
in  order  to  obtain  a  pension  Is  here- 
to annexed,  that  this  said  wife  Maria 
Elizabeth  is  sixty  five  years  of  age, 
that  she  was  born  on  the  5th  day 
of  Februarj'  1772,  that  the  deponent 
was  married  to  his  said  viife  Maria 
Elizabeth  in  the  Town  of  Canajo- 
harie  aforesaid  and  hats  no  doubt  that 
the  statement  of  the  aforesaid  Cath- 
erin Ehle  is  true  and  that  she  waa 
married  to  the  said  Peter  Ehle  at  the 
time  stated  in  the  aforesaid  declara- 
tion as  the  deponent  has  now  in  his 
possession  the  old  family  German  Bi- 
ble in  which  the  marriage  stands  re- 
corded and  must  from  the  antiquity 
of  its  appearance  have  been  recorded 
many  years  ago,  the  ages  of  the  aer- 
era!  children  of  the  said  Peter  and 
Catherin  Ehle  axe  also      recorded    In 


'-»■  ••!•  i*r*}i|iV#r'  ^■wkmni*  ' 


T  •    -ana" 


36 


THE    MOHAWK   VALLEY   EHLES 


Bald  Bible,  which  said  record  if  true 
and  this  deponent  has  no  doubt  that 
they  are  show  clearly  that  they  were 
married  at  the  time  stated  in  her 
said  declaration  and  this  deponent 
further  salth  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
aforesaid  died  on  the  25th  day  of  Jan- 
»iary  1829. 

John  C.  Young. 
Subscribed    and    sworn      before    me 
this    16th   day   of   Februar>'   1839. 
Barak  Beckwlth 
Judgre. 

Certifications  of  Barak  Beckwith, 
Judge  and  A.  Donaldson  Jr.,  County 
Clerk  follow: 

Affidavit  of  Nicholas   Dunckel 

State  of  New  York 
Montg<omer>'   County 

Nicholas  Dunckel  of  the  Town  of 
Cajiajoharie  in  said  county  being  duly 
sworn  in  due  form  of  law  before  me 
H.  Cook  one  of  the  Justice  of  Peace 
of  said  county  aforesaid  and  state 
aforesaid.  Deposeth  and  says  that  he 
ha^  been  personally  acquainted  w^lth 
Peter  Ehle  -who  has  been  a  resident 
of  Tryon  County  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
continued  to  reside  in  said  county  of 
Tryon  some  twenty  years  after  the 
Revolutlonarj'  war  when  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  removed  to  the  County  of 
Madison  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  died 
some  nine  years  ago  as  this  deponent 
is  informed  and  this  deponent  further 
saVs  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  was  to 
his  knowledge  on  duty  during  the  Re- 
volutionarj-  war  as  a  private  soldier 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Adam 
Lipe  of  Port  Plain  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  of  militia  and 
deponent  says  that  the  said  Peter  w^as 
frequently  engaged  in  the  services  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  such  as  assist- 
ing in  guarding  the  forts  and  fighting 
the  enemy  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolutionary'  war  until  the 
close  thereof,  as  to  the  precise  time  of 
his  the  said  Peter  Ehle  served  he  is 
unable  to  say  but  deponent  has  fre- 
quently seen  said  Peter  Ehle  engaged 
in  the  duties  of  defending  our  coun- 


try and  deponent  says  he  was  with 
the  said  Peter  Ehle  when  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  was  engaged  in  fighting 
the  enemy  at  Oriskany  Battle  and  has 
frequently  seen  the  said  Peter  Ehle 
on  duty  such  as  being  out  in  scouting 
tours,  has  frequently  seen  said  Peter 
Ehle  majch  from  place  to  place  with 
said  company  commanded  by  Captain 
Adam  Lipe  when  said  company  was 
engaged  in  defending  our  country 
against  the  enemy.  Deponent  further 
says  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  was 
married  before  the  Revolutionary  war 
to  Katherine  Nellis  with  whom  the 
deponent  was  personally  acquainted 
and  the  said  Peter  Ehle  and  Kather- 
ine his  wife  resided  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  deponent  resided  until 
said  Peter  and  wife  removed  to  Mad- 
ison county. 

Nicholas   Dunckel. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  Feb.  9,  1838 
before  me. 

H.  Cook  Justice  c  Peace. 

Affidavit  by  George   Dunckt; 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery  County 

George  Dunckel  a  resident  of  the 
state  and  county  aforesaid  and  town 
of  Canajoharie  being  sworn  in  due 
form  of  law  before  me  H.  Cook  Jus- 
tice of  Peace  of  the  County  aforesaid 
Deposeth  and  says  that  he  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  Peter  Ehle 
who  resided  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood "with  this  deponent  until  siome 
time  after  the  Revolutionary  war 
when  the  said  Peter  Ehle  removed  to 
the  counts'  of  Madison  and  deponent 
says  that  the  said  Peter  Ehle  died 
some  nine  years  ago  as  he  is  inform- 
ed and  believes.  Deponent  says  that 
the  said  Petsr  Ehle  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutiionary  war  resid- 
ed in  the  County  of  Montgomery,  then 
called  Trj'on  and  deponent  says  that 
the  said  Peter  Ehle  during  the  Re- 
v.olutionarj-  war  from  the  commence- 
ment of  said  war  until  the  close  there- 
of was  frequently  on  duty  in  a  com- 
pany of  militia  commanded  by  Capt. 
Adam  Lipe  in  guarding  the  forts 
and  frontier  against  the  commxan  en- 
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enay  of  our  country  frequently  engag- 
ed in  scouting  tours  and  has  fre- 
quently seen  said  Peter  Ehle  march 
in  said  company  from,  one  part  of  the 
county  to  another  to  guard  aeainst 
the  common  enemy  of  our  country; 
the  precise  time  that  the  said  Peter 
Ehle  did  actual  service  the  deponent 
cannot  state  but  should  say  from 
what  the  deponent  has  seen  of  his? 
the  said  Peter  Ehle  actual  service  in 
defending  against  the  common  enemy 
would  amount  at  least  to  two  years 
actual  services,  which  the  said  Peter 
Ehle  rendered  in  defense  of  our  coun- 
try during  the  Revolutionary  war.  De- 
ponent further  saith  that  as  common- 
ly understood  in  the  neighborhood 
where  deponent  ajid  said  Peter  Ehle 
resided  he  the  said  Peter  was  mar- 
ried w^hich  was  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
that  lived  with  a  woman  in  depo- 
nent's neighborhood  in  the  manner 
that  husband  and  wife  do  live  togeth- 
er and  they  said  Peter  Ehle  and  said 
w^oman  who  lived  with  him  had  sev- 
eral children  before  the  Revolutionarj' 
war. 

his 
George  x  Dunckei. 
mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  Feb.  9th,  1838 
before  me  H.  Cook  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

Affidavit  of  John  Yordon 

State  of  New  York 
County  of  Montgomerj' 

John  Yordon  being  duly  sworn  in 
due  form  before  me  H.  Cook  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  said  county  deposeth 
and  salth  that  the  statement  made 
by  George  Dunckei  ir  the  written  affi- 
davit is  correct  and  agrees  with  what 
the  deponent  recollects  of  the  services 
rendered  by  the  said  Peter  Ehle  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  in  every 
particular  and  has  seen  the  said  Pet- 
er Ehle  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Johnstown  and  has  seen  the  said 
Peter  Ehle  on  march  with  the  com- 
pany   commanded    by   Captain    Adam 


Lipe  when   on   the   march   to   Turlach 
(Sharon)      Battle. 

his 
John   X    Yordon. 
mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  Feby.  9.  1838 
before  H.  Cook  Justice  of  Peace. 

Affidavits  of  H.  Cook  Justice  of 
Peace  and  A.  J.  Comrie  County  Clerk 
follow: 

Leaf   from      Ehle      Bible,      Translatsd 
from    German 

In  the  year  1772  April  4  Peter  Ehle 
was    married   with    Cadrina  Nellis. 

Februarj'  5  1773  my  daughter  Mari- 
ton  was  bom. 

Sept  25th  1774  my  son  Johannes 
was  bom. 

May  3  1777  was  my  daughter  Anna 
bom. 

June  25  was  my  son  Johan  Pieter 
born. 

April  8th,  1781  was  my  daughter 
Cadrina  born. 

April  9  1785  was  my  daughter  Lla- 
abed  born. 

April  3  1787  was  my  Johan  Hen- 
drich  born. 

Januarj'  20th  1787  was  my  »ol  Jo- 
han George  bom. 

In  the  year  1746  Dec  23  rd  waa  I. 
Peter  J.  Ehle  born. 

In  the  year  1799  Januarj-  18  is  my 
grandson  Piter  born. 

Granted 

Catherine  Ehie 

Widow  of  Peter  Ehle  Deceased  who 
died  25  Januarj'  1829  of  Madlaim 
County  State  of  New  York  who  waa 
a  corporal  in  the  Company  command- 
ed by  Capt.  Adam  Lipe.  Inscribed  on 
the  roll  of  Albany  at  the  rate  of  2:: 
dollars  to  commence  on  the  4th  daj' 
March  1837.  Revo\utionar>'  Claim  Act 
Jun.  4  1836. 
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Copy   of    Pension    Papers     of   Captain 

Peter  H.  Ehle,  Soldier  of  the 

Revolution 

Application 

State   o*  New  York 
Herkimer   County 

On  the  1st  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoiisand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three  personally 
appeared  in  open  court,  being  a  Court 
of  Record  for  the  County  of  Herkimer 
Peter  H.  Ehle  a  now  resident  of  the 
County  of  Herkimer  but  formerly  of 
Madison  in  the  state  aforesaid  aged 
sixty  nine  years,  who  being  first  duly 
sw^om  according  to  the  law  doth  on 
his  oath  make  the  following  declara- 
tion in  order  to  obtain  the  provision 
made  by  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  the 
18th  of  March  181S,  the  first  day  of 
May  1820.  and  the  first  of  March  1823 
that  he  the  said  Peter  H.  Ehle  was 
authorized  and  commissioned  as  a 
captain  the  6th  day  of  January  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  to 
take  the  command  and  charge  of  a 
regriment  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment that  soon  thereafter  he  was  or- 
dered to  march  his  company  to  Port 
Herkimer  by  Morgan  Lewis  and  Col- 
onel Van  Schaick  and  there  to  equip 
themselves  and  join  the  said  Van 
Schalck's  regiment  (that  he  did  ac- 
cordingly join  his  regiment).  That 
some  time  In  the  month  of  March  or 
April  the  regiment  including  his  com- 
pany was  ordered  to  Brewington  Is- 
land in  the  Oneida  Lake  to  suppress 
the  Onondaga  Indians  and  his  com- 
pany was  ordered  by  Colonel  %'an 
Schaick  to  be  stationed  on  the  said 
island  to  take  charge  of  the  boats 
and  military  stores,  etc.,  and  after  the 
Indians  were  subdued  and  had  all 
dispersed  that  in  two  or  three  weeks 
thereafter  the  regriment  returned  to 
Herkimer  and  from  there  to  Schenec- 
tady that  he  did  field  ajid  garrison 
duty  while  on  that  campaign  as  cap- 
tain and  that  some  time  in  the  sum- 
mer following  he  was  ordered  by  Col- 
onel Van  Schaick  to  march  his  com- 
pany which  orders       (was  said)   pro- 


ceeded from  Gen'l.  J.  Clinton  and 
ordered  to  stay  there  until  the  first 
of  Januarj'  foUovang  to  gruard  the 
garrison;  that  he  commanded  his 
company  and  served  as  a  captain  for 
the  United  States  under  the  command 
of  United  States  officers  for  one 
whole  year  from  the  time  he  took  the 
commission  as  aforesaid;  and  that  his 
company  was  clothed  and  paid  by  the 
United  States  and  was  honourably 
discharged  after  he  had  served  a  year 
and  this  deponent  further  saith  that 
he  made  a  declaration  before  John 
Stocking  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  County  of  Madison  on  the  12th 
or  14th  day  of  April  1818  on  oath  stat- 
ing all  the  facts  relative  to  his  being 
commissioned  as  captain  and  living 
as  such  in  the  said  Colonel  Van 
Schaick's  regiment  and  the  length  of 
time  he  served  therein,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  pension  under  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  18th  day  of 
March  1818,  entitled  "The  Act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
War."  That  he  sent  the  same  to  Wash- 
ington with  his  commission,  muster 
rolls,  etc.,  which  declaration,  together 
with  an  endorsement  on  the  back  of 
said  declaration  from  the  secretary  at 
war  that  this  deponent  "must  procure 
testimony  that  he  had  actually  serv- 
ed the  time  stated  in  the  declaration 
mentioned."  That  this  deponent  fur- 
ther states  that  he  made  diligent  en- 
quiry after  some  one  of  his  soldiers 
that  served  under  him,  in  order  to 
obtain  their  testimony  which  was  not 
until  the  fall  of  1822  that  he  could 
find  any  of  them  as  they  were  dis- 
persed all  over  the  country,  especially 
those  that  were  living;  that  on  the 
9th  day  of  October  1S22  he  found  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Henry  Shaver, 
formerly  belonging  to  his  company 
which  he  knew,  who  testified  that  he 
served  under  him  the  deponent  for  the 
year  as  stated  by  him  this  deponent 
m  his  first  declaration;  that  on  this 
deponent  returning  home  he  lost  his 
pocket  book,  declaration  and  commis- 
sion and  all  his  effects  and  papers, 
save  the  deposition  of  Henry  Shaver 


THE    MOHAWK    VALLEY    KHLE3 


which  affidavit  I  herewith  transmit 
with  my  subsequent  declaration,  and 
I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  a  resi- 
dent citizen  of  the  United  States  on 
the  18tb  day  of  March  1818  and  have 
not  since  that  time  by  gift,  sale  or  in 
any  manner,  disposed  of  my  property 
or  any  part  thereof  with  intent  there- 
by so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  my- 
self within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congrress  entitled,  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionan.' 
War"  passed  on  the  18th  of  March 
1S18  and  that  I  have  not  nor  has  any 
person  in  trust  for  me  any  property 
or  securities,  contracts,  or  Debts  due 
to  me;  nor  have  I  any  income  other 
that  what  is  contained  in  the  sche- 
dule here  annexed  and  by  me  sub- 
scribed. 

List  with  certification  of  Henrj' 
Brown  Judge  of  Herkimer  County 
and  Jabez  Fox  clerk  of  the  Court  fol- 
low: 

Affidavit  of  John   G.  Helmer 
Herkimer  Co. 

John  G.  Helmer  being  duly  sworn 
doth  depose  and  say  that  he  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  Peter  H.  Ehle  that  on 
or  about  the  6th  day  of  Jan.  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine, 
he  knew  that  he  took  command  as 
captain  of  a  company  belonging  to 
Ool.  Van  Schaick's  regiment  of  the 
Continental  establishment,  that  he 
was  under  that  establishment  and 
lived  as  such  captain  for  the  space  of 
one  whole  year,  that  he  was  ordered 
and  commanded  by  Col.  Van  Schaick 
while  on  an  expedition  against  the 
Onondaga  Indians;  that  the  said 
Ehle's  company  drew  their  clothing 
and  rations  the  same  and  from  the 
same  stores  that  the  rest  of  the  said 
Col.  Van  Schaick's  regiment  did  and 
that  he  has  understood  that  the  said 
Ehle  is  very  poor  and  stands  in  need 
of  help  from  his  countrj',  and  that  he 
is  a  man  of  truth  and  veracity. 

Dated  1st  September  1823. 

JOHN  G.  HELMER. 


Sworn  before  me  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber 1823. 

Henry  Brown, 
First  Judge  of  Herk.  Common  Pleaa. 

Affidavit  'of  Henry  Shaver 

Herkimer  County 
State   of   New    Tork 

Came  before  me  Henry  Shaver  of 
the  town  of  Danube,  coxmty  and  state 
aforesaid  and  made  oath  to  the  follow- 
ing declaration.  I  the  said  Henry  do 
positively  declare  that  Peter  H.  Ehle 
as  stated  in  the  foregoing  declaration 
was  a  company  officer  as  captain  la 
the  year  1779  and  served  as  such  the 
sanie  year  in  the  regular  troops  of 
the  United  States  of  America  against 
the  common  enemy  in  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Ool.  Van  Schaick  and 
that  I  was  a  private  soldier  under 
him  during  the  aforesaid  term  and 
know  him  to  have  actively  served  as 
stated   in   the  open   decaration. 

his 
Henrj'   x   Shaver, 
mark 
9th  day  October  1822. 
Rufufi  Grain 
Judge  Herkimer  County. 

Affidavit    Peter    H.    Ehle 

Herkimer  County 

Peter  H.  Ehle,  being  duly  rwom. 
says  that  he  was  commissioned  a  cap- 
tain on  the  sixth  day  of  January  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  and 
raised  a  company  to  serve  the  United 
States.  Between  that  time  and  the 
first  day  of  April  next  following  and 
on  or  about  the  first  day  of  April 
aforesaid  that  he  and  his  men  were 
mustered  by  a  Mr.  Richard  Lush  of 
Albany  at  the  city  of  Schenectady 
and  ordered  to  Fort  Herkimer  to  re- 
ceive their  equipment  from  the  United 
States,  that  he  marched  his  men  to 
Fort  Herkimer  and  then  equipped 
themselves  and  Joined  Colonel  Van 
Schaick's  regiment  and  served  under 
him  during  the  expedition  against  the 
Onondaga  Indians  and  from  thence  tx> 
Schenectady  and  from  thence  to  Sara- 
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toga,  where       he  ajid      his  men  were 
equipt  anew  and  remained  as  captain 
in    the    service    of    the    United    States 
from  the  sixth  of  Januarj'  in  the  year 
1T79  to  the  first  day  of  January-  1780, 
and    during    which    time    he    and    his 
men  were  clothed,   equipped  and  paid 
by   the   United    States,       and    that   he 
was  commissioned  as  captain  for  the 
one  year  men  tc   serve       the   United 
States,  but  that  he  has  lost  his  com- 
mission, muster  toU  and       all  papers 
which   were    vouchers    of   his    service, 
that  he  made  out  his  papers  and  sent 
them    to    the    War     Department    and 
they  there  remain  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  pension  from  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  has  receiv- 
ed information  from  the  Secretars'  of 
the  United   States       that  it  would   be 
necessary   that  he   should     procure    a 
cei-tificate  from  the   secretary'  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  that  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  the  said  Ehle  was  captain 
"As  there  were  no  men  raised  for  one 
year  In  the   State       of  New  York  on 
the    Continental    establishment    as   he 
believed."  and  the  deponent  states  fur- 
ther that  he  was  honorably  discharg- 
ed at  Saratoga  after  serving  out  his 
time  and  further  says  not  except  that 
his  8er\'ice  was  in  the  Continental  es- 
tablishment 

Peter  H.    Ehle. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  sixteen 
day  of  August  1824. 

Attest  by  Thomas  Hall,  Justice. 

Affidavit  John   G.   Helmer 

Herkimer  Co. 

John  G.  Helmer  being  duly  sw^om 
salth  that  he  was  in  the  same  expedi- 
tion that  is  mentioned  in  Peter  H. 
Ehle's  affidavit,  that  he  belonged  to 
Van  Schaick's  regiment  the  same 
time  that  he  alludes  to,  and  that  he 
was  then  and  is  now  well  acquainted 
with  the  said  Peter  H.  Ehle  and 
knows  that  he  was  a  captain  and 
served  as  such  under  Col.  Van  Schaick 
the  time  mentioned  in  his  affidavit, 
which  was  about  one  year,  which  end- 
ed about  the  first  of  Januarj'  1780, 
and  knows  that  he  was  discharged  at 


Saratoga   and    was    equipped,    clothed 
and    paid    bj'   the    United    States    and 
on  the   Continental  establishment, 
John  G.   Helmer. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  11  day 
of  August  1824. 
Thomas  Hall  Justice  of  Peace. 

Affidavit    of    Henry    SKaver 

Herkimer  Co. 

Henry  Shaver  being  duly  sworn 
says  that  he  enlisted  under  Capt.  Pet- 
er H.  Ehle  some  time  in  Janusiry  1779, 
that  some  time  about  the  first  of  April 
thereafter  that  he  and  the  rest  of 
the  company  were  mustered  at  the 
City  of  Schenectady  and  ordered  to 
Port  Herkimer,  where  the  company 
was  clothed  and  equipped;  that  Capt. 
Ehle  was  ordered  to  join  Colonel 
Van  Schaick's  regiment  and  after 
joining  the  regiment  they  marched 
against  the  Onondaga  Indians;  and 
that  Capt.  Ehle  did  field  and  garrison 
dutj'  during  the  whole  year  as  cap- 
tain under  Col.  Van  Schaick,  and 
was  discharged  at  Saratoga  on  or 
about,  the  f.rst  of  January  1780,  and 
that  he  served  under  him  as  a  pri- 
vate the  whole  time;  that  the  com- 
pany was  raised  for  one  year  and  that 
they  were  clothed  and  payed  by  the 
United  States  and  on  the  Continental 
establishment. 

his 
Henry  x  Shaver, 
mark 

Sworn   before  Thomas   Hall 

Justice  of  Peace. 
Attest  by  Jabez  Fox,  Clerk. 

Affidavit  by  George   Dunckei 

Montgomerj'  Co. 

George  Dunckei  being  duly  sworn 
says  that  in  the  winter  or  spring  of 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  seventy 
nine  he  ennsted  under  Capt.  Ehle  to 
do  service  in  the  United  States  army 
at  scouting  and  standing  guard  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  should  re- 
quire; that  some  time  in  the  spring 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy 
nine  with  twenty  able  bodied  men  of 
which  this   deponent  is   one,   here  in- 
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spected   by   Richard       Lush  who  was 
there    to    inspect    the    men    balong-ing 
to  the  United  States  service;   and  im- 
mediately after  the  men  were  inspect- 
ed  they   started   and   took   boats   with 
ammunition    and    provision    and   went 
up  the  Mohawk  River  to     Port  Herki- 
mer  and  was  then   armed  and   equip- 
ped and  proceeded  immediately  on  to 
Fort  Stanwix  and  from  Port  Stanwix 
to    Stony    Creek        and      down      Stony 
Creek   to   Wood       Creek       and   down 
■Wood  Creek  into  the  Oneida  Lake  and 
up  the  Lake  to  the  outlet  at  Brewing- 
ton  Island  and      then      Captain  Ehle 
with  his  twenty  men       and       Captain 
Leffler   and  Captain  Gray  with  about 
fifty  s.oldiers   v«'ere   then   left  to  ^uard 
the  boats  they       came       up  the  lake 
with,  whUe   Colonel   Wiliett     and   Col- 
onel  Van.  Schaick  went  with   a  body 
of  men  to  Onondaga  Holler  to  subdue 
the  Indians;   and  that  in  about  three 
or   four   days   Colonel   Wiliett  and   Cl- 
onel  Van  Schaick  returned;   and  then 
they  returned  to  Fort  Stanwix,  where 
Colonel    Willet   staid  with   a   body   of 
men   and   Captain   Ehle,   Captain   Lef- 
fler   and    Captain    Gray    all    returned 
with   the   boats       to  Schenectady  and 
immediately  made       two       more  trips 
from  Schenectady  to  Fort       Stan-wtx, 
and  on  the       return  to     Schenectady 
went  to  Saratog-a  and  then  a  part  of 
the  men  engaged  in  making  brick  and 
sawing     timber  and  part  of  the  time 
all  the  men   engaged  in  boating  from 
Saratoga  to  Port  Miller  and  Fort  Ed- 
ward, at  which  business  they  contin- 
ued until   the  first  day       of  Januarj-, 
seventeen    hundred    and    eighty   when 
the  years  time  was  up  and       Captain 
Ehle  and  his  men  were  all  discharp'ed; 
and   this    deponent    further   says    that 
while  the  men  were  at  Saratoga  Col- 
onel Yates      acted      as  quartermaster 
that  he  is  seventy  seven  years  of  age 
and    that   he    does    not  know    of   any 
men   who   were   in  the  service   of  the 
United    States    at    that   time   that    are 
living,   except  Captain  Peter  H.  Ehle, 
who  makes  this  application;   and  this 
deponent  further      says      that  he  has 
lived  in  the  Town  of  Canajoharie  and 
County   of  Montgomery   and   State   of 
New  York  since  it  has  been  a  town 


of  Canajoharie  and  County  of  Mont- 
gomerj';  and  where  he  now  lives  sixty 
nine  years  when  he  enlisted  under 
Captain  Ehle  and  that  he  has  known 
Captain  Ehle  ever  since  he  was  a  boy 
and  that  he  is  possessed  of  a  good 
moral   character. 

his 
CJeorge  x  Dunckel. 
mark 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  the  7th  day 
of   June   1833. 

David  Spraker  a  judge  of  Mont- 
gomerj'   county. 
Attest  by  David  Spraker  as  to  Geo. 
DunckeL 

Affidavit   of   Anthony   Ehle 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery    County 

Anthony  EhJe  of  the  town  of  Cana- 
joharie in  the  County  and  state  afore- 
said being  duly  sworn  says  that  he 
will  be  71  years  of  age  on  the  12th 
day  of  November  next,  that  Peter  H. 
Ehle,  the  applicant  for  a  pension.  Is 
his  brother  and  that  the  said  Peter 
H.  Ehle,  the  applicant  did  in  the  year 
1779  and  during  the  Revolutionar>- 
War  raise  a  companj'  of  men  to  serve 
the  United  States  in  said  war;  that 
the  said  Peter  H.  Ehle  was  then  re- 
puted to  have  received  a  captain's 
commission  in  said  service  and  that 
this  deponent  has  no  doubt  of  that 
fact;  that  the  deponent  saw  the  said 
Peter  H.  Ehle  and  his  company  of 
men  soine  time  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  1779  leave  the  town  of  Canajo- 
harie for  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  and 
that  the  said  Peter  H.  Ehle  returned 
home  about  the  1st  of  Januarj-,  1780 
when  the  years'  service  for  which  he 
engaged  ended,  nor  has  the  deponent 
any  doubt  but  that  the  said  Peter  H. 
Ehle  served  the  United  States  during 
the  said  Revolution  one  year  in  the 
capacity  of  Captain  as  aforesaid. 

ANTHONY  EHLE. 

Subscribed   and   sworn   this   5th   daj' 
October   1833. 

David    Spraker 

Judge  Montgomery-  County  Courts 
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Affidavit   Peter   H.   Ehle 

State  of  New  York 
County   of   Madison 

On  the  9th  day  of  October  in  the 
year  of  our  Lx)rd  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  thirty  four  personally  ap- 
peared in  open  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  aforesaid  county  of  Madison 
Peter  H.  Ehle  a  resident  of  the  Town 
of  Eaton  in  the  said  county  of  Mad- 
ison Eind  State  of  New  York,  agred 
eighty  years  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  last  past,  who  being  duly 
s-worn  according  to  law^  do  on  his  oath 
make  the  following  declaration  In  or- 
der to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  pro- 
visions made  by  the  Act  of  Congress 
passed  June  7th  1832;  that  on  the 
sixth  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1779  at  Canajohairie  in  the 
Countj'-  of  Montgomerj',  then  the 
County  of  Albany  and  State  of  New 
York  he  received  a  commission  from 
Col.  Morgan  Lewis  and  Quartermaster 
General  Henry  Glen  as  a  captain, 
which  commission  was  accompanied 
by  enlisting  orders  to  raise  a  company 
of  men  to  serve  one  year  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war,  wherever  by  com- 
mand of  superior  officers  they  should 
be  placed,  which  commission  express- 
ed that  he  and  his  men  should  be  reg- 
ulated in  ever>'  respect  by  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war;  that  immediately 
after  he  received  the  said  conimission 
he  commenced  enlisting  men  under 
the  said  commission  and  orders,  and 
so  continuing  till  some  time  in  the 
month  of  April  following,  when  he 
was  ordered  with  his  men  to  Schenec- 
tady to  be  inspected;  that  he  reported 
immediately  to  Schenectady  and  they 
were  mustered  and  inspected  by  Rich- 
ard Lush.  The  number  of  his  men 
thus  inspected  were  about  twenty.  Im- 
mediately after  this  inspection  they 
were  furnished  with  ammunition  and 
provisions  and  ordered  to  go  to  Fort 
Stanwix  to  go  into  Col.  Van  Schaick's 
expedition  against  the  Onondaga  In- 
dians. They  took  boats  at  Schenec- 
tady and  this  deponent  with  his  men 
went  immediately  to  Port  Herkimer. 
Col.  Van  Schaick's  detachment     went 


up  the  river  with  them  to  Fort  Her- 
kimer. This  detachment  was  then  un- 
der the  command  of  Lieut  Col.  Willet. 
At  Fort  Herkimer,  which  was  then 
commanded  by  Col.  Gansevoort,  a  box 
of  French  arms  were  opened,  from 
which  the  declarant's  men  were  arm- 
ed and  then  proceeded  immediately  to 
Fort  Stanwix  where  they  were  all  put 
under  the  command  of  CoL  Van 
Schaick.  Under  this  command  they 
were  sent  to  Wood  Creek  and  down 
Wood  Creek  into  the  Oneida  Lake 
and  up  the  lake  to  Brewington'a  Is- 
land. This  declarant  and  Capt.  Lefler 
and  Capt.  Gray  with  the  company  of 
this  declarant  and  other  soldiers, 
about  the  number  of  ninety  eight  men 
were  left  to  gruard  the  boats  with 
which  they  came  up  the  lake,  while 
Col.  Van  Schaick  and  CoL  Willett 
went  to  Onondaga  with  the  rest  of 
the  detachment  against  the  Indians. 
When  CoL  Van  Schaick  and  Col.  Wil- 
lett returned  from  Onondaga  the  de- 
tachment returned  to  Fort  Stanwix 
and  there  left  Col.  Van  Schaick  and 
then  with  Lefler  and  Captain  Gray 
went  to  Schenectady:  That  soon  af- 
ter they  arrived  at  Schenectady  this 
declarant  and  his  nxen  or  some  of 
them,  made  one  or  two  trips  to  Fort 
Stanwix  with  ammunition  and  provi- 
sions and  public  stores,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Schenectady  again.  This 
declarant  and  men  were  then  ordered 
to  Saratoga  to  which  they  went  imme- 
diately. This  was  about  the  last  of 
June  as  near  as  can  be  recollected. 
At  Saratoga  were  kept  public  slaves 
to  supply  Fort  Miller,  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George  and  here  declarant 
and  his  men  were  obliged  to  do  garri- 
son duty  and  whenever  they  were 
clear  at  patrolling  and  standing  guard 
and  this  declarant  had  to  draw  out 
working  parties  that  were  engaged  in 
bricK  making  and  boating  for  the 
United  States  army  and  this  continued 
in  such  service  to  the  end  of  the  year 
for  which  the  men  were  enlisted  and 
this  declarant  engaged  and  then  CoL 
Yates  who  acted  as  Quartermaster 
Gen'l.  did  discharge  them.  Just  before 
they  were  discharged  this  declarant 
by   Col.   Yates'   order  went   to  Albany 
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and  got  money  for  said  Col.  Yates, 
who  then  paid  them  off.  This  was  in 
continental  money  as  it  was  then 
called.  This  declarant's  pay  was  for- 
ty dollars  per  month  with  half  a  dol- 
lar lawful  money  for  subsistence  per 
day  and  other  rations. 

And  this  declarant  further  states 
that  he  has  lost  his  commission. 

He  hereby  relinquishes  every  claim 
whatsoever  to  a  pension  or  anunity  ex- 
cept the  present  and  he  declares  that 
his  name  is  not  on  the  pension  roll 
of  any  agency  in  any  state  and  to  the 
following  interrogatories  put  to  the 
declarant  in  open  court  he  makee  the 
following  answers   to  wit: 

'V^'^ere  and  in  what  year  were  you 
born? 

"At  Canajoharie  in  Montgomerj- 
County  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1754." 

Have  you  any  record  of  your  age 
and  if  so  where  is  It? 

"I  have  no  record  but  suppose  my 
father's  record  of  my  age  is  in  the 
hands  of  my  brother  Jacob  at  Cana- 
joharie." 

Where  were  you  living  when  called 
into  the  service,  where  have  you  lived 
since  the  Revolutionstry  war  and 
where  do  you  now  live? 

"When  I  went  into  the  service  I  liv- 
ed at  Canajoharie  and  till  about  34 
years  ago  continuing  to  live  there,  at 
which  time  I  moved  into  Madison  Co., 
now  Town  of  Sullivan  and  now  I  live 
in  the  Town  of  Eaton  aforesaid." 

"How  were  you  called  into  service. 
Were  you  drafted,  did  you  voJunteer 
or  were  you  a  substitute  and  if  a  sub- 
stitute for  whom? 

"I  went  into  the  serv'ice  imder  my 
commission  above  mentioned." 

State  the  name  of  the  regular  offi- 
cers who  were  with  the  troops  where 
you  served  such  continental  and  mi- 
litia regiments  as  you  can  recollect 
and  the  general  circumstances  of  your 
service? 

Ans.  "I  have  above  stated  the  name 
of  officers  and  regiments  as  near  as 
I  can  remember." 

Did  you  receive  a  commission  and 
if  so  by  whom  was  it  signed  and  what 
became  of  it? 

"I       received    a    commission    signed 


by  Col.  Morgan  Lewis  and  Quarter- 
master Gen'l.  H  Glen  and  have  lost 
It" 

State  the  names  of  persons  to  whom 
you  are  known  in  your  present  neigh- 
borhood and  who  can  testify  as  to 
your  character  for  veracity  and  their 
belief  of  your  services  a£  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution? 

Ans.  "Icabod  Amiden  of  the  iovna 
of  Eaton,  Sylvanus  Leeber  of  Lenox, 
late  a  judge  of  the  Coimty  Court  of 
this  county;  Joseph  Sanger  and 
George    Ehle    of    Sullivan." 

PETER  H.  EHLE.     ' 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed      the     day 
and    year    aforesaid. 
A,    S.    SloELn,    Clerk. 

Pension   Award 

Peter  H  Ehle 

County  of  Madison  State  of  New  York 

Who  was  a  captain  of  the  Regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Lewis  in  the  New 
York   Line  for   12  months. 

Inscribed  on  the  rolls  at  Albany  at 
the  rate  of  240  dollars  per  annum  to 
commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March 
1831. 

Copy  of   Pension     Papons  >of   Peter  Dy- 

gert    (Father    of      Elirabeth    Ehle) 

Wife  of   Peter  Ehle,  Jr. 

Soldier   of   the    Revolution 

State   of  New   York 
Montgomery-  County 

On  the  19th  day  of  Sept.  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  two  personally  ap- 
peared In  open  court  before  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  now  sitting  Peter 
Dygert,  a  resident  of  the  lovra  of 
Palatine  in  the  county  aforesaid  for- 
merly the  county  of  Tryon.  aged  sev- 
enty three  years  coming  in  November 
next,  who  being  first  duly  sworn  ac- 
cording to  the  law  doth  on  his  oath 
make  the  following  declaration  in  or- 
der to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  passed  January-  7th,  1S32. 

That  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  States  under  the  following 
named  officers  and  served  as  is  here- 
inafter stated.  That  is  to  say,  that  he 
the    said    Peter    did    in    the    year    1777 
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duty  under  Capt.  John  Breadbeck  as 
a  private  and  went  through  the  battle 
of  Oriakany,  and  that  in  the  years 
1778  and  1779  he,  in  each  of  the  said 
years,  enlisted  under  Capt.  Lieffler  a£ 
boatman  on  the  North  River  for  nine 
months  in  each  year,  during  which 
time  he  served  when  not  on  water  he 
did  on  land,  and  that  he  also  attended 
the  battle  of  Johnstown  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Willet  as  a  private 
belonging  to  the  detachment  of  Capt. 
John  Zielly  militiaman  in  the  year 
1781;  and  also  he  went  as  a  militia- 
man to  aid  Col.  Willet  at  the  battle 
of  Turlough  (now  called  Sharon)  in 
the  county  of  Schoharie;  and  that  he 
also  went  as  a  militiaman  to  defend 
Caugnawaga  at  the  time  that  was 
burnt  and  pursued  the  enemy  with 
Col.  Willett  to  Johnsto-wn;  ajid  that 
he  also  went  to  Fort  Stan-wix  as  a 
guard  to  the  United  States  boats;  and 
that  he  frequently  stood  guard  at 
Stone  Arabia  fort;  and  also  went  to 
Herkimer  at  different  times  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  as  a  mi- 
litiaman; and  that  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  27th 
day  of  May,  1775,  he  did  arm  himself 
in  1775  and  from  that  time  to  the 
close  of  the  Revolution  kept  himself 
armed  and  a  sufficient  supply  of 
equipage  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
Revolution;  and  that  it  is  out  of  his 
power  to  recollect  the  number  of  days 
served  at  the  different  times  mention- 
ed, except  specified  above. 

'  PETER   TYGERT. 

Sw^orn  and  subscribed  this  day  and 
year   aforesaid. 

Geo.  D.  Ferguson,  Clerk. 

Affidavit   Isaac   S.   Ketchum  and   Peter 
N.   Kilts 

We,  IsBiac  S.  Ketchum  and  Peter  N. 
Kilts  of  the  same  town.  Town  of  PaJ- 
atine  County  of  Montgomery  hereby 
certify  that  we  are  well  acquainted 
with  Peter  Dygert  who  has  subscribed 
and  sworn  to  the  above  declaration, 
that  we  believe  him.  to  be  at  least  sev- 
enty three  years  of  age,  that  he  is  re- 
puted and  believed  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  he  resides  to  have  been  a 


soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  that  we 
concur  in  that  opinion. 

ISAAC   S.    KETCHUM 
PETER  N.  KILTS 
Sworn    to    and    subscribed    the    day 
and  year  aforesaid. 

Geo.  D.  Ferguson,  Clerk. 

Affidavit  of  Jacob  Snell 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomerj'  Co. 

On  the  13th  day  of  Aug.  1S33  person- 
ally appeared  before  me  e  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  Town  of  Palatine 
coimty  and  state  aforesaid  Jacob 
Snell  of  the  same  town,  county  and 
state  aforesaid  who  being  duly  sworn 
deposeth  and  salth  that  he  has  been 
personally  acquainted  with  Peter  Dy- 
gert a  resident  of  the  Town  of  Pal- 
atine previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
War  at  the  oommencement  and  dxir- 
ing  the  same  and  ever  since  the  Re- 
volution kno^wing  that  the  aforesaid 
Peter  Dygert,  a  claimant  for  a  pen- 
sion has  rendered  essentlaJ  services  to 
the  United  States  during  the  whole 
war;  that  deponent  verily  believes 
that  claimant  enrolled  in  fall  1775  and 
that  the  applicant  has  done  and  per- 
formed much  service  and  Capt,  Bread- 
beg,  Ool.  Klock's  Reg't.  in  the  then 
County  of  Tryon  in  the  year  1776; 
the  deponent  further  saith  that  he 
has  not  the  least  doubt  on  his  mind 
but  that  the  claimant  has  been  in 
that  ever  men:iorable  battle  under 
Gen'l.  Herkimer  at  Oriskany  against 
the  greatest  part  of  Gen'l.  St  Leger's 
army  from  Canada  6th  day  of  Augxist 
1777: — deponent  further  saith  although 
himself  in  battle,  but  doth  not  par- 
ticularly recollect  seeing  the  appli- 
cant but  Is  well  assured  that  the  ap- 
plicant was  engaged  in  battle,  general- 
ly called  Col.  Brown's  battle,  in 
Stone  Arabia,  when  Col.  Brown  was 
slain  in  battle  about  45  killed  and 
some  killed  of  the  militia  and  Brown's 
men.  Col.  Brown  with  about  200 
against  Sir  John  with  about  1000  In- 
dians and  Tories,  which  occurred  de- 
ponent well  recollects  for  reason  he 
had  to  carry  his  receipt  for  his  ser- 
vices since  the  l&th  Oct.  1780  a  wound. 
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That  the  deponent  further  saith 
that  he  has  not  the  least  doubt  but 
that  the  claimant  has  also  been  en- 
gaged in  Johnstown  battle  under  im- 
mediate command  of  Col.  Willet 
against  Major  Tioss  and  Capt.  Butler 
■with  about  800  incendiaries  on  the 
25th  day  of  October  1781.  That  depo- 
nent fxirther  declares  he  has  taken  a 
fair  and  general  view  and  observation 
of  the  services  rendered  by  the  appli- 
cant as  set  forth  in  his  supplemental 
declaration  herebo  annexed,  and  that 
the  deponent  is  well  assured  that  the 
applicant  has  at  a  moderate  calcula- 
tion and  at  least  rendered  the  length 
of  services  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  as  set  forth  in  his  supplemen- 
tary declaration. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith 
that  the  applicant  is  a  friend  to  the 
American  cause  of  liberty  and  that 
where  he  is  known  always  has  been 
considered  a  person  of  strict  integrity, 
truth  and  veracity  and  entitled  to  full 
credit  when   under  oath. 

JACOB   SKELL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to   before  me 
on  the  day  and  year  before  and  with- 
in mentioned. 

l^aurence   Marcellis, 

Justice  of  Peace. 

Affidavit    of    Richard    Young 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery'  County 

On  the  14th  day  of  August  1S33  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me  a '  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  town  of  Palatine 
and  in  the  county  and  state  aforesaid, 
Richard  Young,  a  resident  of  the  town 
of  Ephratah,  county  and  state  afore- 
said, who  being  duly  sworn  deposeth 
and  saith  that  he  has  been  personally 
acquainted  with  Peter  Dygert  an  ap- 
plicant for  a  pension  under  the  act  of 
Oongress  passed  7th  Jime  18S2;  that 
the  deponent  personally  knows  that 
the  claimajit  earlj'  in  the  war  was  a 
Revolutionarj'  soldier,  viz.  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  company  of  militia  com- 
manded by  Capt.  John  Breadbeg  in 
Gol.  Jacob  Knock's  Regt.,  that  depo- 
nent saith  that  clsumant  hath  been  a 


faithful  soldier  and  has  proved  a  true 
friend  to  his  the  American  cause  at 
least  from  the  year  1776  to  the  year 
1178  in  March  when  both  the  present 
deponent  and  the  said  applicant  were 
enlisted  in  joining  a  company  of  boat- 
men under  the  command  of  Capt. 
John  Leffler  and  continued  in  render- 
ing United  States  se.-vice  from  the 
time  of  enlistment  until  the  first  day 
of  January-  1777  when  verbally  dis- 
charged; that  the  deponent  further 
saith  that  before  the  opening  of  the 
North  River  that  the  company  were 
continually  engaged  and  empVoyed  in 
the  Continental  service  until  the  ice 
went  out.  After  which  time  transport- 
ing provisions  and  supplies  for  our 
troops  stationed  on  the  North  River 
during  the  whole  season;  that  altho 
the  deponent  did  not  enlist  again  in 
the  same  company,  but  says  that  he 
is  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  appli- 
cant in  the  year  1779  did  enlist  tmder 
the  said  Capt.  Leffler  in  the  boat  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for 
nine  months;  and  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith  that  in  his  application  the 
applicant  has  rendered  his  propor- 
tionable share  of  service  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  others  of  his  neighbors 
and  fellow  militia  soldiers  with  some 
exceptions  only,  some  instances  of 
where  poor  helpless  creatures  were  af- 
fected with  fear  and  cowardice  and 
some  others  affected  with  that  abom- 
inable and  obnoxious  disease  of  Tory- 
ism; and  this  deponent  further  saith 
that  the  applicant  is  a  man  generally 
considered  of  good  reputation  truth 
and  veracity  and  of  full  credit  when 
under  oath. 

RICHARD   YOUNG. 
Subscribed    and   sworn    to   this    14th 
day   of   August  1833   before  me. 
Laurence  Marcellus. 
Justice  of  Peace. 

Affidavit    of    John    Spraker 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomerj-  County 

On  the  8th  day  of  August  1833  per- 
s,onally  appeared  before  me  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  the  Town  of  Palatine, 
county    and        state       aforesaid    John 
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Spracker  a  resident  of  the  Town, 
county,  and  state  aforesaid,  that  he 
hath  been  previously  acquainted  -with 
Peter  D\'gert  an  applicant  for  a  pen- 
sion pre\ious  to  the  Revolutionar>' 
war  and  more  particularly  from  the 
commencement  and  during  same  and 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  Revolution 
and  ever  since;  and  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith  that  he  has  personally 
known  that  the  applicant  has  render- 
ed the  follo'wing  services  to  the  United 
States,  viz:  that  the  deponent  is  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  applicant 
Jan.  1776  has  been  with  the  militia 
to  Caughnawagra  in  mass  and  there 
Joined  Gen'l.  Schuyler  and  all  under 
the  command  of  Genl.  Schuyler  to 
Johnstown  causing  surrender  of  Sir 
John  Johnson  with  about  300  men; 
also  that  he  the  applicant  w^as  engag- 
ed at  Oriskany  battle  on  the  6  day  of 
August  in  the  year  1777;  also  In  July 
to  Turlough  (Sharon)  but  not  arrived 
until  after  the  battle;  ordered  out  Col. 
Klock  Reg't.  1781  to  reinforce  Col. 
WlUet,  but  engagement  subsided  im- 
mediately before  the  arrival  of  Col. 
Klock's  Reg't.;  that  the  applicant  has 
also  been  engaged  in  Johnstown  bat- 
tle on  the  25th  day  of  Oct  1781,  Imme- 
diately under  Col.  Willet;  that  this  de- 
ponent further  declares  that  both 
himself  and  the  applicajit  in  March, 
1778  were  enlisted  in  a  company  of 
boatmen  under  the  ocmmand  of  Capt. 
John  Leffler  for  nine  months  and  im- 
mediately called  to  Albany  and  there 
constraint  to  perform  the  United 
States  service  until  the  opening  of  the 
North  River,  then  continued  and  not 
discharged  until  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary 1779  and  that  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith  that  he  this  deponent  in 
March  1779  enlisted  in  the  last  service 
of  the  United  States  under  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Gray  and  the  said  applicant  again 
enlisted  the  same  year  under  the 
aforesaid  Capt.  Leffler  for  nine 
months  and  that  the  dejwnent  verily 
believes  that  applicant  did  perform 
boating  and  rendering  service  for  the 
United  States  for  at  least  nine  months 
during  said  years;  That  this  deponent 
further  saith  that  the  claimant  haus  to 

a  certainty  rendered  other  services  on 


various  other  occurrences  and  emer- 
gencies, sometimes  in  consequence  of 
the  incursions  of  the  enemy  and  often 
and  most  always  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  when  thought  within  reach; 
and  that  this  deponent  further  s-aith 
that  claimant  is  considered  a  man  of 
truth  and  veracity  and  entitled  to  full 
credit  when  under  oath. 

his 
John  X  Spraker. 
mark 
Subscribed    and    sw^orn    to    before    me 
this    day  and   year  first  written. 

John   C.   Searle,   Justice. 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery-  Coimty 

On  the  ninth  day  of  August  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirt;5' 
three,  personally  appeared  before  me 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  To-wn  of 
Palatine  Coiuity  of  Montgomery  and 
state  aforesaid  Peter  Dygert  of  the 
same  tov-Ti  county  and  state  aforesaid 
who  being  duly  sworn  ac-cording  to 
law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  by  rea- 
son of  old  age  and  the  consequent  loss 
of  memory  he  cannot  swear  positively 
as  to  the  precise  length  of  his  services, 
but  according  to  the  best  of  his  recol- 
lection he  served  not  less  than  the 
periods  mentioned  below  and  in  the 
following  grades. 

Year  1775  as  private  under  Capt. 
Breadbeg,  Lieut.  Zielly,  2nd  Lieut.  J. 
Eaker,  Nicholas  Van  Slyck  Ensign 
under  Col.  EHock,  Lieut,  Col.  Wagg^on- 
er.  Major  John  Frey.  Major  Eisenlord 
and  Maj-or  Van  Slyck  in  Palatine 
Montgomery  County,  New  York  State. 
Applicant  enrolled  under  Capt.  John 
Breadbag  in  the  fall  of  seventy  five 
and  called  in  company  training  tc  the 
house  of  Philip  Empie;  there  organ- 
ized and  trained.  That  he  was  born 
24th  Nov.  1759  and  is  now  aged  73 
years  S  months  and  7  days  on  the 
31st   of   July   1833. 

Year  1776  date  not  known  but  in 
spring  he  served  17  days  as  private 
with  Capt.  Breadbeg,  14  days  in  Jan., 
being  under  Gen'l.  Herkimers  orders 
to  march  to  Caughnawaga  to  Veeders 
Flats  the   company       on   alarm   there 
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stationed  5  days;  from  thence  they 
marched  to  Stone  Arabia  to  Stahers 
there  stationed  two  weeks  and  ordered 
out  the  whole  brigade,  joined  Gen'l. 
Schuyler  at  Caughnawaga,  there  sta- 
tioned for  several  days.  All  men  pa- 
raded in  the  Ice  then  all  went  under 
command  of  Gen'l.  Schuyler  causing 
Sir  John  to  surrender  with  about  300 
men  with  at^ns. 

Year  1777.  In  May  or  June  served 
S  day«  and  during  summer  and  tall  28 
days  under  Capt.  Breadbag.  On  alarm 
ordered  out  to  Saratoga  after  march- 
ing to  Amsterdam  countermanded  to 
march  to  Johnstown;  there  stationed 
several  days  then  discharged.  Draft- 
ed twice  under  Capt  Breadbag  to 
Herkimer  each  time  14  days,  t®  Fort 
Daj-ton  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  order  of  Gen'l.  Herkimer. 
August  6  went  on  duty  15  days  then  22 
days  imder  Capt.  Breadbag  of  Gen'l. 
Herkimer  brigade  engaged  in  that 
memorable  battle  and  continued  until 
the  enemy  were  withdrawn — Battle  at 
Oriskany,  at  which  battle  Gen'l.  Her- 
kimer slain;  Col.  Cox;  Major  Eisen- 
k>rd.  Major  Clapsaddle,  Major  Van 
Slyck  and  killed  in  battle.  Brigade 
Major  Frey  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
soners; about  2O0  slain  on  that  day 
and  a  number  of  our  men  taken  pri- 
soner and  wounded  his  xywn.  Capt. 
Breadbeg  wounded. 

Year  1778,  in  the  course  of  the  win- 
ter, served  2  months  19  days  then  6 
days  pressed  by  soldiers  to  take  sol- 
diers from  Fort  Plain  to  Fort  Stan- 
wix. 

In  the  spring  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  services  imder  Capt  Leffler 
attached  to  the  company  of  boatmen 
boating  on  the  North  River,  trsmsport- 
ing  provisions  and  supplies  for  the 
United  States  troops  stationed  at  the 
respective  forts. 

Year  177JJ  v  months  under  Capt 
Leffler,  again  erJisted  for  the  second 
period  for  9  months  to  the  sajne  boat 
company  and  faithfully  served  during 
the  said  term  in  the  United  States 
service,  never  received  a  written  dis- 
charge, only  verbally  on  each  term. 
At  time  of  the  general  conflagration 
at  Caughnawaga  while       others  were 


ordered  out  to  march  In  pursuit  of 
the  Incendiaries  the  applicant  was 
directed  and  positively  with  some  oth- 
ers by  his  superior  officers  to  guard 
the  inhabitants  moved  into  Fori  Key- 
ser;  and  accordingly  did  watch  and 
guard  the  same. 

During  the  summer  served  24  days 
and  s7ime  fall  14  days  days  under 
Ca.pt  ZieUy  of  Ool.  Wagner's  E.egt. 
ordered  out  and  stationed  at  3  differ- 
ent times  exclusive  of  the  first  time 
at  li'ort  Keysar  perfomaing  garrison 
duty  sajne  year  each  term  eight  days. 
Ordered  out  and  stationed  at  Fox. 
Fort  fourteen  days  rendering  garrison 
service  in  succession. 

Oct.  19th  served  two  daj-^  under 
Capt  Zielly  with  Col.  Brown.  Was  or- 
dered out  in  battle  under  the  Imme- 
diate command  of  Ool.  Brown  in  F^a- 
tine  at  Stone  Arabia  generally  called 
Browns  Battle,  against  Sir  John 
Johnson,  his  army  or  force  consisting 
of  about  one  thousand  and  our  force 
not  exceeding  200.  Col.  Brcwn  was 
slain  in  battle,  about  45  killed.  In  our 
retreat,  and  the  old  settlement  of 
Stone  Arabia  totally  desolate  with  the 
little  exception  only,  as  well  then  up 
and  down  the  Mohawk  valley  for 
about  20  miles   or  exceeding. 

Year  1781.  In  July  served  3  days 
with  Col.  Willet.  The  enemy  put  to 
flight  Oct  25;  with  Capt  Zielly  serv- 
ed in  Col.  Willet's  command  ordered 
out  vith  Col.  Klock's  Reg't,  engaged 
in  Johnstown  battle  against  Major 
R.OSS  and  Capt.  Butler  with  800  Tor- 
ies, Indians  and  some  regular  troops, 
attended  with  a  number  of  lives  lost 
prisoners,  taken,  and  wounded  on 
both  sides  and  Capt  Zielly  was  taken 
prisoner.  During  aeEiaon  served  1 
month  15  days  with  Capt.  Zielly,  or- 
dered out  and  stationed  at  Fort 
Keyser  rendering  garrison  duty.  Dur- 
ing summer  and  fall  served  1  month 
15  days  with  Lieut.  Waggoner,  order- 
ed out  and  stationed  at  Fort  Fox  per- 
forming   garrison    duty. 

Some  time  in  winter  served  15  days 
with  Ensign  Van  Slyke  drafted  to 
Fort  Remsnyder  at  the  time  Capt  Ky- 
ser  and  sons  were  taken  prisoner.  Lat- 
ter part  of  winter  served  14  daj's  un- 
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der  Capt.  Zielly  of  Ool.  KLock's  Reg't., 
ordered  out  and  stationed  at  Fort 
Timmerman  on  an  alarm  at  another 
time,  year  forgotten,  served  S  daj's 
xinder  Capt.  Zielly  of  Col.  WUlet's 
Reg'L  ordered  to  Bowmans  Creek  iin- 
der  Col  Willet  in  pursiilt  of  the  ene- 
my. 

Total  length  of  service  S  yrs.  8 
months  and  14  days;  and  for  such 
service  I  claim  pension. 

PETER  TYGERT. 

Subscribed  and  this  9th  day  of  Au- 
gTist   1S3S   before   me. 

John  C.   Searle,  Justice  of  Peace. 
Attest   by  Geo.   D.  Ferguson,  Clerk. 

Affidavit    of    Lambert    Clement 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery  Oounty 

On  the  3rd  day  of  June  1839  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me  the  un- 
dersigned a  Justice  of  peace  in  and  for 
said  county  Lambert  Clement  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn  doth  depose  and 
swear  he  performed  a  tour  of  nine 
months  in  the  United  States  service 
as  a  boatman  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Leffier  and  that  Peter  Dygert  was 
also  a  boatman  in  the  same  company, 
and  that  he  the  said  Peter  Dygert 
served  a  full  term  of  nine  months 
viz.  from  the  first  day  of  April  to 
the  last  day  of  December  1779  and 
were  discharged  on  the  first  day  of 
Januaiy  1780,  said  service  was  per- 
formed on  the  Mohawk  River  from 
Schenectady  to  Fort  Stanwix  and  fur- 
ther he   says  not, 

his 
Lambert  x  Clement 
mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  3rd 
day  of  Jime  1839. 

Laurence  Marcellus,  J.  P. 

Affidavit   of    Henry    Wafle 

State  of  New  York 
Montgomery'  Oounty 

On  the  22nd  day  of  January'  1840 
personally  appeared  before  me  the 
undersigned  a  Justice  of  Peace  in  and 
for  said  county,  Henr>'  Wafie,  who 
being   duly   sworn   doth   depose       and 


svear  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  Peter  Dj'ger  during  the  R,evolu- 
tionarj-  war;  that  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  1778  he  the  deponent  enlisted 
into  the  company  of  boatmen  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  Lef- 
fier £Lnd  that  the  said  Peter  Dygert 
also  enlisted  into  the  said  Leffler's 
company  and  ■with  this  deponent  serv- 
ed the  full  term  of  nine  months  as 
boatman  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  said  company  of  John 
Leffier  in  the  year  1778  from  the 
first  of  April  until  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember and  the  deponent  and  said 
Peter  Dygert  were  discharged  and 
both  returned  home  together  and  fur- 
ther says   not 

his 
Henrj-  x  Waffle, 
mark 
Sworn  to  and   subscribed   before  me 
the   day  and  year  above  written. 
J.  F.  Van  Alstein,  Justice. 

Affidavit    of    Peter    Dygert 

State   of  New  York 
Montgomerj-  County 

On  the  third  day  of  Januarj!-  1839 
personally  appeared  Peter  Dygert  be- 
fore the  undersigned  a  Justice  of 
Peace  in  and  for  said  county,  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn  doth  depose  and 
swear  that  in  the  year  1778  he  enlisted 
as  a  boatman  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
John  Leffier  and  served  a  full  term  of 
nine  months  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  viz.  from  the  1st  day  of 
April  to  the  last  day  of  December 
1779  and  again  on  the  first  day  of 
April  1779  he  again  enlisted  in  the 
said  company  of  Captain  John  Lef- 
ler  and  served  a  further  term  of  nine 
months  full  and  complete  viz.  from 
the  first  day  of  April  to  the  last  day 
of  December  and  was  discharged 
from  each  term  on  the  first  day  of 
Jajiuar>'  in  the  years  1779  and  1780, 
said  service  was  performed  on  the 
Mohawk  river  from  Schenectady  to 
Fort  Stanwix,  transporting  provisions 
and  militan,'  stores  for  the  United 
States  between  those  two  places,  and 
for  which  service  he  claims  an  in- 
crease of  his  pension  allowed. 
Peter  Dygert 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this    3rd    day    June    1839. 

Laurence  Marcellus,  J.  P. 

Pension   Award,      Revolutionary   Claim 

I  certify  that  in  conformity  with 
the  law  of  the  United  States  of  the 
7th  June  1832,  Peter  Dygert  of  the 
state  of  New  York  who  was  a  private 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  is  entitleld 
to  receive  seventy  eight  dollars  and 
ninety  three  cents  per  annum  during 
his  natural  life  commencing  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  1831  and  payable 
semi  annually  on  the  4th  of  March 
and  4th  of  September  in  every  year. 

Given  at  the  War  Office  of  the 
United  States  this  1  day  of  November 


one  thousand  eight   and   thirty  one. 
LEW   CASS, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Examined     and    countersigned, 
J.   L.   Edward, 

Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
No.   24112    Ne\Ar    York    Award 
Peter  Dygert   Palatine   in    the   State 
of    New    York   who    was    a    private    in 
the   company   commanded   by   Capt.   — 

of  the  Reg't  commanded  Col.  In 

the  New  York  line  for  8  1-2  months  in- 
scribed on  the  roll  of  New  York  at 
the  rate  of  28  dollars  thirty  three 
cents  per  annum  to  commence  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  1831. 

Certificate  of      Pension       issued  1st 
day  Nov.  1833. 

THE  END 
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BOYD    EHLE.   C.  E. 


AN     ENGINEER      TURNS      TO    HIS- 
TORY 

Sketch  of  Boyd  Ehle  Who  Has  Pre- 
pared the  Genealogy  of  the  Ehle 
Family. 

Sketch    of    Boyd    Ehle 

(From      St.   Johnsville    (N.   Y.)    Enter- 
prise and  News) 

Mr.  Ehle's  activities  have  cairied 
him  many  miles  from  the  Mohawl^ 
Valley.  His  life  has  been  one  of  ac- 
tivity and  public  service  fitting  tt, 
the  demand  of  an  increasing  and  ex- 
panding modern  civilization.  Mr. 
Ehle  is  a  civil  engineer,  a  builder, 
designer  and  one  of  those  who  like 
President  Hoover,  Owen  D.  Young 
and  others  have  made  things  come 
true  which  other  men  have  said  were 
impossible.  When  the  persistent 
slides    in    the       Culebra   Cut   at   Pan 


ama  threatened  the  completion  of 
the  Panama  Canal;  when  at  times  it 
seemed  as  tho  nature  itself  stood  in 
the  pathway  of  progress  and  demor- 
alized the  plans  of  our  modern  engi- 
neers, it  was  Boyd  Ehle  who  was 
sent  in  to  battle  the  difficulties.  Two 
things  he  possessed  which  especially 
fitted  him  for  the  task — immunity 
from  yellow  fever,  the  scourge  that 
defeated  France's  purpose  in  the  ear- 
ly eighties  and  the  stubborn  will  of  a 
Mohawk  Dutchman  which  same  will 
embodied  in  his  forefathers  subdued 
red  men,  wilderness  and  British  red 
coats  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  be- 
fore him. 

Boj'd  Ehle  was  educated  at  Nellis- 
ton  district  school,  after  which  he 
graduated  from  old  Clinton  Liberal 
Institute,  at  Fort  Plain,  and  Cornell 
university    from      which      he    emerged 
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with  a  C.  E.  degree  in  1886.  From 
then  on  his  life  has  been  one  of  con- 
tinuous activity.  The  next  year  found 
him  in  charge  of  the  drafting  de- 
partment of  the  Fort  Worth  and  Den- 
ver Railroad,  where  he  remained 
until  1899,  returning  in  the  latter 
part  of  that  year  to  do  bridge  in- 
specting at  Palatine,  and  from 
thence  off  to  Nicaragua  where  he 
was  chief  draftsman  for  the  Nacara- 
gua  Canal  Construction  Co.  and  later 
chief  of  canal  surveys  where  he  re- 
mained until  1893.  He  returned  long 
enough  to  devote  a  year  to  the  ill- 
fated  Fort  Plain-Richfield  Springs 
railroad,  this  was  in  1894.  The  next 
two  years  he  devoted  to  the  Fort 
Plain  water  works  which  still  stand 
as  a  monument  to  his  efforts.  In 
1896-97  we  find  him  reconstructing 
the  Erie  Canal  between  Buffalo  and 
Brockport.  Packing  his  grip  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  he  was  off  for 
Nicaragua  where  as  chief  of  party 
of  the  U.  S.  Nicaraguian  Commission 
he  remained  until  May,  1899.  He  then 
returned  and  did  structural  designing 
for  the  Hay  Iron  Works  at  Newark, 
N.  J.  Early  in  the  year  1901  he  was 
off  again  for  Panama  where  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  Darien  Surveys  for 
the  U.  S.  The  next  year  found  him 
resident  engineer  McCall-Ferry  Pow- 
er Co.  In  1902-03  he  was  at  Summit, 
N.  J.  as  consulting  engineer  in  the 
water  supply  and  sewer  problem  of 
that  city.  June,  1903  to  Januarj',  1904 
resident  engineer  Detroit  Railway 
crossing  study.  In  1904  to  June  1905 
he  was  back  in  Panama  as  engineer 
in  charge  and  division  engineer  of 
the  Culebra  Cut  division.  From  1905 
08  he  returned  to  the  McCall-Ferry 
Hydro-Electric  Power  Plant  Con- 
struction of  the  J.   G.  White  Co.   irri- 


gation project  and  later  in  the  irri- 
gation projects  in  Nebraska  and 
Tenessee.  In  1911  he  was  engineer  of 
studies  and  report  in  Haitii  power 
plant,  1912-15  found  him  engineer 
and  superintendent  of  the  Victoria, 
British  Columbia  water  supply.  The 
next  year  1915-16  was  devoted  to  stu- 
dy and  report  on  the  railways  of  Cu- 
ba, 1917-18  construction  engineer 
Yarhola  Pipe  Line  Texas  to  St.  Louis. 

Next  engineer  of  studies  Conowingo. 
Maryland  Hydro  electric  plant  which 
he  finished  in  March,  1919.  Next 
South  America  called  him  and  be- 
tween 1919  and  July.  1920  we  find 
him  in  the  Andes  mountains  for  the 
Portrerillos  water  supply  in  Chile 
South  America,  employed  by  the  Ana- 
conda Copper  Co.  In  the  fall  of  thai 
year  he  had  time  to  devote  to  stu- 
dies and  designs  of  oil  pipe  lines  tor 
Tampaco,  Mexico.  During  all  of  this- 
time  he  was  report  engineer  for  San- 
derson &  Porter  of  New  York  city, 
except  when  on  the  noted  assign 
ments.  From  1922  to  1926  he  wa" 
resident  engineer  for  the  Conowingf^ 
hydro-electric  of  Maryland  after 
which  he  made  a  study  for  the  Safe 
Harbor  Electric  plant  at  Safe  Harbor. 
Pa.  Off  again  for  South  America  to 
Bogota,  Columbia  he  studied  design 
for  railway  from  Bogata  to  the  sea 
Cerra  de  Pasco,  Peru  next  called  for 
his  service  where  in  the  altitudes  of 
the  Andes  he  designed  and  studied  hy- 
dro-electric development.  Turning  to 
railways  again  we  find  him  located 
at  Columbia,  South  America  as  engi- 
neer of  Studied  and  design  for  the 
Barrangvilla  Carthagena  F^lway 
which  he  concluded  in  September. 
1929. 
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Old  Mohawk  Turnpike  Series 

BOOKS  WORTH  HAVING 
Published  by    ENTERPRISE  &  NEWS      St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y. 

WAGNER,  genealogT  of  the  Peter  Wagner  family,  first  settler 
in  the  upper  Mohawk,  line  includes  Col.  Peter,  Hon.  Webster 
(in\-entor  of  sleeping  car)   by  William  Webster.  Mrs.   Hortense 

.  Greene  and  others.  Pamphlet,  reprinted  from  Enterprise  and 
News.  $2.00 

OLD  PALATINE  CHURCH,  36  page  01x9  pamphlet,  illustrated 
History  of  oldest  church  in  Montgomery  county.  Contains 
Sketch  of  the  Cochran,  Nellis  and  Klock  families.  By  mail      50o 

<T.  JOHN'S  REFORMED  CHURCH.  28  page  pamphlet  con- 
taining history  of  church  and  exercises  at  150th  anniversary  in 
15120.  Names  of  early  contributors  and  map  of  Francis  Har- 
rison   Patent,    1722.      Paper   cover.  35c 

^^ORT  HERKIT^fER  CHURCH,  by  W.  N.  P.  Dailey.  History 
of  oldest  church  in  Mohawk  Valley,  located  at  Herkimer,  N.  Y. 
Names  of  early  subscribers  and  patentees.      Paper  bound.     350 

COL.   KLOCK'S     REGIMENT,     1100  names  of  patriots     who 

served  under  Col.  Klock  from  the  famous  Palatine  district.     In 

all   cases   where   known   notes   give      record      of    soldier,   killed, 

wounded,   prisoner   and      whether    at      Oriskany.      Paper   bound 

pamphlet   each.  )  60e 

"THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  GATEWAY,"  Sir  William  Johnson, 
Bart.  By  Dr.  W.  N.  P.  Dailey  and  W.  Pierrepont  White. 
Contains  copy  of  Sir  William  Johnson's  will,  a  rare  document. 
Illustrated  with  wood  cuts  from  the  Simm's  collection.  A  popu- 
lar hand  book  of  the  valley.  50c 

DOMINI  JOHN  JACOB  EPILE  and  his  Descendants.  By  Boyd 
Ehle.  A  genealogy  of  the  Ehle  Family  in  America  together 
with  letters  of  Domini  Ehle  to  London  1727  and  later.  A  story 
of  the  hardships  of  our  pioneer  missionary.  Illustrated  with 
maps,  portraits  and  pen  sketches.  Old  papers  of  historic  value 
copied.  Pension  papers  of  the  Ehle  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
Fibre  bound,  in  press,  about  40  pages.  Price  $2.50 
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MCHAWK    INDIAN    UAND    QHANT   TO    PETRU9    VAN    OR.r.SSEN    AND   ^°"*'^^';;    """;  J^^,,,      ,,,^„.     „,,, 
Mlihoiea.  Klna-  HcndrlcH  and  others.     One  of  the  vnry  tow  InUlH.i    aeeds   in    .xi3lenc«. 


